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Peclesiastical Affairs. 


—— — 


NOLI ME TANGERE.— HANDS OFF. 


Ir is the glory of Christianity that it will bear 
handling. It has been subjected to every kind of 
examination, and nobly has it borne the test. 
Folly has not smothered it—fire has only purified 


it—worldliness itself has not quenched it. It pos- 


sesses an inherent and immortal vigour; and time, 
so far from outstripping it in its career, and leav- 
ing it amongst the obsolete conceits of by-gone 
days, finds it evermore up with it, equal to any 
emergency, superior to every difficulty, fresh, life- 
like, and energetic as it was at starting. Many as 


have been the mistakes, whether of friends or of 


foes, respecting it, it Ras @utlived them all. None 
‘who have watched Piola — can admit 
even a passing fear for its safety. It has vitality 
in itself—and neither human wit nor human 
worthlessness can avail to extinguish it. : 

I, as itstitled advocates are forward to aver, that 
of system ecclesiastical polity which passes under the 
designation of the church of England be. divinely. 
constituted—if in sober truth it can plead:apostolic 
authority in its favour—if, as is ‘pretended, it 


the sole living embodiment of an indestructible | __ | Pe teow HCY tas Rana ee 
and immutable truth—it is certainly not a little} BRITISH ANTI-STATE-CHURCH. ASSOCIA- 


odd that they who believe all this, or who clamor- 
ously profess that they do, evince such extraordi- 


nary sensitiveness lest in any part it should be 
touched. Four-and-twenty 


ealth, and the divine beauties of the established 
ohurch. Deans, and other dignitaries whose nicely 


graduated titles it would take up more time than 


we'can spare to repeat, venture ofttimes into the 
precincts of this outer world, and} benevolently 


doing violence to their taste for seclusion, self-de- 
nial, and spiritual contemplation, 1 at every 


public festivity, intent only upon seizing the occa- 


sion for discoursing to not unwilling ears upon the 
ancient and now unconcealable excellencies of their: 
beloved chrreh.: Curates, on every platform, no 


matter what their subject, invariably burst forth 
into an episodical eulogium on the strength and 
glory of our national church. And yet, when 
some ‘simp\:-minded and unsophisticated lay- 
brother su zests that it might add to the 
comeliness ft the holy matron, if her nails 
were cut, and, if a stray hair or two, now 
disfiguring her gbin, were plucked out by the 
roots, astonishment and fear overwhelm the whole 


supplication, they exclaim, “Cut the nails of the 
church! Oh! have a care what you do! It may 
be true that they have somewhat outgrown pro- 

riety, and that the dust of this world lodges be- 

ind them. But who ean prediet what may follow 
the smallest attempt at change? Alas! the thing 
would not end there. Some fester might ensue. 
Disease would gather, and spread. Striking in- 
wards from the surface, it would quickly fasten 
upon her vitals—and soon dissolution itself would 
supervene. No! we must have no cutting—not 
even ef a superfluous hair. The system will be 
3 by any such experiment.“ 

‘Suet seems to us to be the aa interpretation 
of the ) on of the Bishop of Exeter's 
speech in the House of Lords last week—a speech 


° 4 2 . ns f carry y 
reverend fraternity, and in a voice half anger, half | briefly referred to the Anti-state-churd& onfexetiee with you ey attain a triumph“ (hear, hear]. 


POOR ccccvaccccsecse 149 


ishops _ periodically. 
traverse the country in all the solemn. dignity of 
spiritual princedom, seemingly for no other pur- 

e than to extol the sound constitution, the rude: 


Brougham, with that reckless daring which is his 


National Scale 148 | prominent characteristic, pressed forward to stand 


godfather. An hour or more was spent in the de- 
tail and explanation of circumstances which, what- 
ever else they may fail to prove, at least demon- 
strate this—that the rubrics and canons of the 
church of England are sufficiently obscure or con- 
tradictory in their tenour to produce a strange 
variety of opinion and of practice amongst those 
whom they were intended to bind to uniformity. 
Out of a minor evil grows a grave and even dan- 
gerous inconvenience. But, for that minor evil 
there is no safe remedy. It must remain. The 
Queen cannot remove it. Convocation would 
eg aggravate it. Parliament must needs 
et it alone; for innovation, once commenced, 
might rush on to consequences of the most fatal 


Exeter, alluding, for his own purposes, to past 
events, foretold that so small a matter as a mode- 
rate revision of the liturgy would, probably, in an 
incredibly short space, bring down to the ground 
the whole hierarchical structure, so that not one 
stone would remain upon another. 

There is nothing surprising in all this. A state- 
church, in order to its very being, gives a defini- 
tive judgment as to what is truth; and every sub- 
sequent modification, however trifling, would break 
down the prestige of its infallibility. The estab- 


and ever shall be.” 


upon it. Over the portal of every 


ö tangere Hands 0 


TION 
MEETING AT COLCHESTER, 
(Abridged from the Sujfolk Chropicle.) 


Esq.; Henry Philbrick, Esq. Mes 
J. M. Churchill, — Wicks, E..Smi 


rington, Thos Moors, sen., D. Morris, 
Ward, A. P 


Wm Rouse, J. Kent. 


The chairman, after a few prelim 


rrenterks 


the most remote places; and I will say that the as- 
sembly equaled in importance any assembly ever 
held in the metropolis of this or any other kingdom ; 
and I venture to say, though by some it may be con- 
sidered but faint praise, that for purity of motive, 
disinterestedness of purpose, and general intelligence, 
that conference would vie with certainly that parti- 
cular assembly, which, composed of about the same 
number of delegates, is, or should be, this very mo- 
men; engaged in grave deliberation in Westminster 
laughter]. However, let me assure you that the 


roceedings of the conference were really character- 
d by a spirit becoming its holy object, which fully 


for the manliness and wisdom of which Lord 


kind. In short, the warning voice of Henry of 


lishment cannot endure change. It takes its place 
beside the state, and becomes the partner of its 
wealth and power, on the assumption that it, and 
it alone, correctly embodies the mind of God ; and 
this assumption every allowed alteration in its 
standards: or formularies would go to overthrow. 
The system is one which, in the nature of things, 
can neither shrink nor stretch to meet the varia- 
tions of the times. Its main characteristic is well 
described. by one of its own favourite liturgical 
sentences —“ As it was in the beginning, is now, 
* pert 2 church * e 
alréady illustrated the stereotype fixedness of än] power ta im 
ecclesiastical polity wedded’ fo civjl law. The . ae 
church of England is now, throwipg new. light | the duty of, men who are rulers of the countyy——that he 
sete estab- bas adh ed tg Ni Le pg 
lishment this éuperscription may be written, «Nol agit tmposed,. by, the byp—-the cares 


and the statements 4. both delegates - made ‘a pro- 
t ¥ ‘ 


Thos Daniell, 
( D. Bear, Jas 
H. Winard, Thos Barrett, C. F. air 2 Ween we. do, but with the people. Educate! Educate! 
I. Lewis, J. 

ayne, J. Digny, J. Fitch, W. Griffin, 
Thos Moore, jun., S. Blyth, H. Foster, R. G. Craske y 


of last year, of which he had the honour of being. a 
member.— That great and influential meeting was 
attended by upwards of 600 persons, lay persons and 
pastors of congregational churches, from all parts of 
the country—from large towns and cities, and also 


entitled it to the confidence of the great body of 
non-conformists of the whole kingdom” [cries of 
„Hear, hear’’]. He then introduced 

The Rev. Mr CanLIILE, who moved the following 
resolution: 


That this meeting hereby records its deliberate convic- 
tion, that all legislation in matters of religion is beyond 
the proper province of the civil magistrate; and that 
perfect religious freedom can never be enjoyed in this or 
in any land, until all such authoritative interference with 
personal religious convictions shall cease and determine.” 
He dwelt for some time upon the fact that as religion 
was the personal concern of every individual, a state 
church could not exist, consistently with personal re- 
sponsibility :— 
Here is our true distinction, and here is the point 
where we separate from those who page us; we say 
the civil ruter should not, must not, dare not, take the 
book of God, and place it beneath the requirements of 
the state, but that the civil ruler and the state should, in 
all matters and regulations, be placed below, and be go- 
verned by the book of God [hear]. We say the civil 
ruler must not bring religion to his worldly authority, 
but his worldly authority to religion—that the civil ruler 
must not rule religion, but that the religion of Christ 
must rule all civil rulers (hear}. In a single word we 
say this, they who rule mankind, they who rule us, must 
do so under the rule and fear of God, and in the un- 
affected spirit of the Bible [heari. | 
He proceeded to inquire whence the civil power de- 
rived its authority to interfere in religious matters: 
Has the civil magistrate this from man or from God 
above? If you say he has received this power from man, 
you have destroyed your own authority. 9 4 If the 
civil ruler obtains his power from the people he governs 
—if he selects a 1 for the people he governs, from 
the people he governs, the people he governs must have 
possessed the particular belief before he made it -his 
(hear]. This saps his own authority. But passing this, 
how can people give to their civil ruler the right of de- 
ciding for them in matters relating to the soul? It 
is a self-evident proposition, that the people cannot 
ive to their rulers the right of deciding, or select- 
ng, or judging for themselves, upon any church which 
should be an authority, God has not said that the 
rulers of the earth shall. give an account of the people, 
but God bas said that every one of us shall give an ac- 
count of himself (loud cries, of, ‘ Hear, heart’)... Then 
take the other side, and say, the, ruler has received his 
e a particular religion from God. What 
meant? Dy you mean to say that God has, made it 


— 


— 


many of them equally 
Of, dei j he 
people in matters of religion? Do you. mean to say 


similar power and right to the Queen of Mada- 
ar]. If 125 st be so, so is also the 


ule hol 


ruler has a right, from whatever source, tu decide. in 
ion [hear, hear]? 0 6 
After a lengthened investiga 
embraced in the resolution, Mr Carlile 


J. Chaplin, Esq., of Lexden, took the chair. We urging the necessity of n ae nation on 
gious freedom: 


the great principles of reli Living 


. Peachy é of in a country governed under a system of representa- 
of Layer Breton; J. James, of Fordham. J. C. | 
Eisdall, Esq. ; F. K. Philbrick, Esq. Joseph Saville, 1 e and which we shall be able to wield 


—— 


tion, we think that a Freut moral power exists by 
ich we can eventually make an impression in the 


th signal and entire success (hear, hear]. We 
shall not deal with the parliament at flrat in what 


Educate the mind of a free nation, and the moment 
you do so with respect to any one matter connected 
with the rights of the people—the moment you have 
done so—you have only to apply sound 1 
and then you will the nation pea n 


— * 


The Rev. Mr Davins seconded the resolution, 
merely stating that it had his full concurrence. 

The resolution was then put to the vote, and car- 
ried unanimously. WY he re 

The Rev. E. Mraxt, editor of the Norcanformist, 
then roge. Mr Miall, after protesting t being 
introduped to the meeting as Se Ber 2 — 
nyin u more reverend than any othe 
~spoke as follows I hold a resolution in my Rand 1 
which I will read eel 0 
„That this meeting cordially rejoices in the formation 
| of the British Anti-state-church Associaton, and in the 
wise and peaceful measures it is adopting to diffuse 
abroad the knowledge of this great principle ; and, in 
the earnest hope that its labours will be extensively 
successful, recommerids it to the support of all who 
83 seek the liberation of Christianity from state 
thraldom.“ 
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It may be considered out of place in me, as one of the 
representatives of the Anti-state-church Association, to 
move a resolution of confidence in that body; but in 
these matters we must lay aside all form and ceremony. 
Every man must take his place, irrespective of the law 


of conventionalism; and, 4s one of the arrangements of 
the meeting, I speak to this resolution, and I beg to say 
at once, it has my hearty concurrence. I believe, of 


course, as a mattef of necessity, that the proceedings of 
the Anti-state-church Assotiation have been marked in 
their progress by the exhibition of Christian temper and 
feeling; and though we have had a bad character given 
us in the world, and have been hunted down as N 
we were not fit to live in the light of the sun, yet, by 
calmly and soberly journeying on our way, some people 
—aye, some respectable people—have bcen brought to 
the opinion that we have more good objects at heart than 
was at first supposed [hear, hear]. I have always 
thought it somewhat singular that there should exist a 
necessity for an organisation to teach dissenters their own 
principles; and it is nota little remarkable that, of all 
organisations, those which tend most fully to diffuse a 
knowledge of the principles of nonconformity should be 
most scouted as violentand republican. This circumstance 
implies that there is a lack of knowledge with respect 
to what these principles are even among our own body, 
or that its members, though knowing them, have never- 
theless a lack of faith in their truth and efficacy [hear]. 
Now, it appears to me, that if the truth we have be good 
for anything, that truth will run alone, and without 
help, in the world. If our principles, being good, are 
good for us, they are good for all: for ourselves, and for 
our neighbours. If these truths come to us from God, 
they have been committed to our keeping for our own 
interest, but not so exclusively, but that we should go 
forth as missionaries among our felluw-men, preparing 
them for that state of Christian freedom which, until it 
comes, the church of Christ cannot be an efficient in- 
strument to enlighten the world (hear, hear]. There 
can be but two sources of objection to our organisa- 
tion. People must either object to our object, or to our 
means. Let us pay afew moments’ attention to both. 
Our object, as you are well aware, is to spread a know- 
ledge of the principles which have been so ably explained 
to you by my colleague this evening, throughout this 
country. What is the objection to these principles? 
There may be some here to-night, not having looked at 
the matter on every side, entertaining some conscientious 
opposition to our views and the course we have taken. 
Let us understand the position of such people. First of 
all, — say there exists no necessity for the organisa- 
tion. heat say, The principles you hold are im- 
portant. e believe them as firmly, implicitly, and 
earnestly as you. We find them in the New Testament 
as a part and portion of Christianity, and we see a devi- 
ation from them has brought a course of evils in its train, 
and we shall rejoice to behold the day when all power and 
authority over religion shall be taken out of the hands 
of the civil rulers, and confined to the practice and exer- 
cise of those who are truly the disciples of Christ (hear, 
hear]. But these very men who say this may also de- 
clare that the proper and most effectual mode of bringing 
about all the hoped-for effects is that dissent should con- 
tinue just as it is, and no movement made, but that our 
churches, as constituted, are in themselves a sufficient 
protest against the evils of the church, and that those 
principles, will silently act as leaven, and, without any 
open aggression, the establishment will be undermined 
and fall into ruins. This is plausible, and looks well to 
the eyes of some people, on the surface, but let us ask, is 
it true [hear, hear]? Do we find this advice has hitherto 
had the effect of enlightening the minds of those who are 
participators in the evil system [hear]? Look at the, 
contest now going on in the west part of the kingdom. 
If dissenters have for three hundred years been follow- 
— | this advice, and the effect has been really to en- 
lighten the minds of those who stand without, how 
comes it that now we have in the west the minds of a 
whole community positively torn to pieces about 
wearing a black or white gown [laughter] — about 
an offertory after sermon, or reciting a prayer for 
the church militant here before it [hear]? How comes 
it that, if we are really and effectively teaching our own 
dissenting a every day, that many members of 
Christian churches do not know what our principles 
are? And, if you ask those who are MN with the 
established church what are the principles of dissent, 
you will find such a crass ignorance, as Lord Brougham 
would have it, among them, that it might be said the 
could not be enlightened at all hear, hear]. But, if 
the principles we hold be good for anything, then are we 
bound by the strongest obligations to attempt their 
fullest promulgation, and to render those informed who 
are at present but ignorant. Christian principles must be 
spread. I am but the servant of my Divine Master. I 
am bound to be the witness of his truth, and it is not 
for me to bury my hands in my philosophic pockets, and 
say, “ I have a right only to go with my friends, not 
thinking of others hear, hear]. I am bound to take 
every legitimate oper ont of furthering the good 
cause, or I shall not be faithful to my trust. Some will 
say, Ahl this is all very well; and, perhaps reasoning 
abstractedly, there might not be much error in that 
view, but practically—practically this is not the time to 
act.“ Say our opponents—“ Look on the condition of 
the church of England. Are there not divisions within 
her pale which might almost gladden the heart of a non. 
conformist if he so desired to feel—not for division’s 
sake, but for what might, perchance, come out of those 
divisions? All this will continue to progress so long as 
the church is let alone. Let the church continue to 
worry itself, as it will to the death, and it will fall 
to pieces [hear, hear]. Now, I take quite a different 
view of the mutter. 1 think that while the minds of 
eople are fixed attentively on these things—while the 
aity are resisting the authority of the bishops—I think 
while the eyes of the people are open to the evils of 
priestcraft — when these priests lay great burdens on 
the shoulders of the people, the least of which they 
would not touch with one of their little fingers —I say, 
while this is the case, that if we really have the ruth, 
we are especially called upon to Wee such things, and 
enlighten the minds of the multitude (hear, 2 1 
think at the present moment there is an especial call on 
our exertions ; and, when we know that the nations of 
Kurope are shaking—when we see that all men are look- 
ing earnestly towards all questions which assume an ec- 
clesiastical shape think we may safely infer that these 
things are indications of the hand-writing of Providence 
on the wall, noting that the day is not far distant when 
the church shall be set free, andthe knell of church 


establishments be rung for ever [applause]. Then 
these objectors to our progress say boldly, ‘“‘ You can’t 
succeed! Look at the state of the state church. It is 
hoary with age. It strikes its roots into the soil, and 
cannot be torn up. Tf 18 woven even into our domestic 
cares and customs. It has even its influence by reflec- 
tion on the minds of dissenters themselves [hiear, hear]. 
And nonconformists, such is the es hold the estab- 
hment has upon them, on the people, that the 
ifficulty of producing an efféct is much increased. And 
if some of our fair friends almost consider the connubial 
bonds as not properly confirmed if not celebrated by the 
state church, and if some imagine the dead cannot be 
buried as they ought to be, if the funeral service of the 
state church (a service to which, abstractedly, they so 
much object) be not read over the grave; if such be 
the case, and if there be so strong an attachment in 
churchmen to their church in these times, how do you 
expect to bring down this mighty system which has 
stood so many centuries, swept by tempests which have 
only served to root its fibres more firmly in the soil 
hear, hear]?” Well, this objection, to those who 
conscientiously hold it, is a strong one. But this is not 
our concern. We do not devote our time and energy to 
the doing of our work because we expect “to succeed,“ 
but because of the obligation laid on us to do so; and 
though we never (succeed, our duty remains precisely 
the same pes hear]. If we believe it is our duty to 
proceed, that we have the light of truth within us, we 
should not hide it under a bushel; and if we never see 
the end of our labours, still that is no concern of ours 
(hear, hear]. It cannot be said that we fail in our ob- 
ject because we do not witness the triumph of our prin- 
ciples. And so we ask none to go with us who fear this, 
and take another view of the question. We are fully 
aware it takes much time, demanding great and strenuous 
attention and exertion to complete what we desire. This 
question of ours is a most searching question, and is not 
to be lightly thought of by those who follow it thoroughly. 
A man may take part in agp of the great questions of 
the day, and act upon the dictates of his conscience, 
maintaining his reputation unspotted; but I tell you 
freely, if any of you take a decided, prayerful part, en- 
deavouring to separate the church from the state, expect 
to learn a mournful, painful lesson from it [hear, hear]. 
Your worldly condition, your very character, will suffer. 
Men will regard you with averted vision. Your worldl 
concerns will fail. Your reputation will be attacked, 
and calumny will spread over and around your name 
hear, hear]. You must not, however, be cast down. 
hristianity had the same trial, and it has now become 
fashionable to be a Christian [hear, hear]. Those who 
with bold hearts commenced the reformation, had the 
same course to go through, and now the legislators of 
our land are the upholders of the reformation. Why even, 
not far from our own times, the Missionary Society had 
similar trials, and there were wise men in those days 
who knew what their fathers had done before them, and 
thought it needless to do more, but shook their heads 
at the fiery tempers and hot zeal of younger men; 
but there were some six or eight who did not care for 
this, and worked out their own plans, and the Society 
was firmly established, and now it is no longer a disgrace 
to belong to the Missionary Society (hear, hear]. And 
by God’s help, if we go on as we have begun, we shall 
perhaps some day come down to the town of Colchester 
and meet in a larger room, and have a larger audience, 
though we cannot have a more attentive one (hear, 
hear]. Success? Why, when the poor monk of Erfurth, 
who swept the cells of the monastery, held up his hand 
and exclaimed against the iniquities of the Pope, what 
thought he of success hear, hear]? And what would 
be the feelings of those who followed his glorions course, 
if they could haye looked beyond their own days for three 
hundred years, and been permitted to see the vast and 
wondrous change worked by that man’s efforts [hear, 
hear]? Success! Remember Carey the missionary. 
When he went forth to India to convert the heathen, did 
not all men think his object the most fanatical and dis- 
tant that humanity could follow? Yet he went forth, 
not indifferent to success, perhaps, still not expecting it. 
But he went forth in the strong impulse of his heart, and 
God honoured him; and if we go forward, and believe 
our principles are those of God’s truth, and if the best 
interests of men are involved in our progress—if we do 
but go forward thus, calmly, prayerfully, peacefully, in 
order that we may do that which it behoves us to do, 
looking up to God for his blessing—then may we, like 
those of old, logking at the establishment in all its 
pride and glory, gay in the words of the prophet—‘‘ Who 
art thou, great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt 
become a plain [applause]. Then, . our opponents, 
‘yours is a political object.” Is it? hat of that? I 
myself have been pelted by that stone a great man 
times, and I have found it has never hurt me (hear). I 
have been curious to hunt out the source from whence 
this epithet originated, and I find, forsooth, it came from 
—whom ?—the bishops [laughter]. The men who sit high 
and mighty, powerful among the rulers of the country— 
who affect to say they are endowed as the successors of 
the apostles—the men who sit in the House of Peers as 
baronial lords—these men, the upholders of a system 
which unites the church with the state—which exalts 
form above religjon—these, these are the men who be- 
stowed the intended banetul distinction of political“ 
upon us hear, hear]. Some good people there have 
been, and still are, who thought, and think, there reall 
was something in the name, and are careful not to tou 
any question in the slightest degree savouring of politics. 
They cannot soil their consciences with any effort 
against the civil magistrate, though that magistrate has 
taken their religion and almost strangled it. No; the 
are well contented the church should go on as of old, 
lest they for one moment should be thought that most 
wicked thing called by a name “ political,” and be sup- 
posed to engage in political agitation. Now all this is 
absurd (hear, hear]. No man who thinks about the 
matter can arrive at any other conclusion. If God 
places us in a certain relation to each other and to the 
state, such relation has its responsibilities. It is per- 
fectly absurd to take up notions of such a character, 
Many, however, do so; and with the idea prevalent, we 
cannot perhaps wonder how so many, even in our reli- 
gious societies, should run away and not touch the ques- 
tion of the separation of church and state, because it is 
terged “ political“ [hear, hear]. But after afl, we have 
no Wject of this kind. If we are “ political,” the state 
has made us 80, not we ourselves. If we appeal unto 
Cesar, it is because those things are taken away from 
us which relate unto God. And now I will speak as to 
| the means we desire to employ in this question. In the 


| 


first place, we shall not think much about lucifers 
liaugbterf. We do not intend to fire the homesteads of 
our brethren.’’ We are not going to employ gunpowder 
or shot, or physical force, or any power of darkness or 
of violence, to tarry ws to gur end and object (hear, 
hear}. No; we imagine our principles are of great im- 
Ferries; and we simply propbse to teach them — 

ear]; and as we 5 of opinion the dissenters do not 
know all they ought to know of these principles, we in- 
tend to teach them first (laughter, and“ hear, hear’’] ; 
and when we have accomplished this, in two or three 
years, by giving lectures and circulating tracts, and have 
put in force other legitimate sources of instruction, we 
mean to go backwards and teach churchmen [laughter, 
and bear, hear“ J. We shall just place the truth before 
them, without getting into a furious and towering pas- 
sion about it. When we get the nation to think with us, 
we shall then go to the legislature. We take this last, 
as the most hopeless part of our efforts hear, hear]; 
and we think there is nothing will force truth upon 
the minds of our rulers but the enthusiastic desire 
and determination of a great and united people [hear]: 
You see we regard a certain place as a very dark 7 
where there is a fuller and better 8 of the merits 
of horse flesh than of Christian things [hear, hear, and 
l-ughter]. Well, we shall bring these our principles 
before the legislature, and we shall do so in the name of 
God himself [heat] We shall do this for the sake of the 
religion which God has given us, for ourselves and our 
children ; and though the adherence of our rulers to the 
obnoxious system is rooted deeply, yet we know how he 
who regulates the movements of empires —.we well 
know how he can prepare a worm to gnaw the gourd, 
as of old, in a single night. We have unbounded 
faith in our principles. We shall go forward, not 
depending on our own human strength or ability, but 
armed to resist with the spirit of truth. We sh 
go on in our course in the energy and power of him 
who gave us that truth, and the world will eventually 
see the pure light of evangelical truth beaming upon it, 
not coming through the state church, but through 
Christ, and made glorious and triumphant by his own 
mighty power [applause]. 1 

r MIALL having called upon those present who 

agreed with him in the views he had expressed, to 
enrol themselves as members of the association, sat 
down amidst hearty applause. 

The Rev. ALEXANDER FRASER, of Colchester, se- 
conded the resolution. 

J. S. E1rsparz, Esq., moved the thanks of the 
meeting to the Rev. Messrs Miall and Carlile; and 
thanks having also been voted to the Chairman, the 
meeting separated. 


LECTURES, &c., IN THE METROPOLIS. 


On Tuesday last, Mr Charles Stovel, baptist min- 
ister, delivered a lecture at Beulah chapel, Commer- 
cial road, the purpose of which was to show how 
injurious were state churches to the purity and de 
rituality of religion. Mr P. Woodyard, baptist min- 
ister, presided. There were about 300 persons 
present. The lecturer displayed his usual talent; 
and, if possible, more than his usual acumen. | 
proofs were of the most convincing kind; appro- 
priate illustration, burning satire, and powerful elo- 
quence, riveted the attention, and carried conviction 
to the hearts of his audience. The following reso- 
lution was unanimously passed: 

That this meeting desires to express its cordial thanks 
to the Rev. C. Stovel for the enlightened elucidation of 
the important subject to which it has listened, and cor- 
dially agrees with him in desiring the speedy removal of 
the institution so injurious to the purity and spirituality 
of religion; and earnestly recommends all present to 
become members of the British Anti-state-church Asso- 


ciation, as the means by which this end can be best 
attained.” 


On Thursday, at Regent street chapel, Lambeth, 
Mr Edward Miall repeated his lecture on the Incom- 
patibility of State-churches with the Rights of Citi- 
zenship. From 600 to 700 persons were present; a 
most attentive and respectable audience, the ma- 
jority being, we were informed, regular attendants 
on the ministry of Mr Frazer, at whose chapel 
the lecture was delivered. We understand that the 
friends in that locality purpose contributing a very 
handsome sum annually to the funds of the associa- 
tion. The minister presided; and was supported by 
Mr J. Mirams, Mr Richardson, and other gentlemen, 
who severally addressed the meeting in support of 
this association. 

Arrangements, we are glad to know, are already 
made for lectures as follow :— 

On Tuesday next, at Enon chapel, New Church 
street, Edgeware road, by John Stevenson, M. A.; 
on Thursday, at Dr Pye Smith’s chapel, Homerton, 
by Mr John Burnet. Subject :—State dhurches po- 
litical, not religious. These are to be followed by 
others :—At the Tabernacle (Dr Campbell’s) ; Mare 
street, Hackney (Dr Cox’s); Alfred Place chapel, 
Alexander square, Brompton (Mr T. g. Finch's) ; 
Eagle street, Holborn (Mr R. W. Overhiry's); and 
N are being made for pub eetings at 
Brentford, Salisbury, Exeter, Manchester, Liverpool, 
Bolton, and several other places. | 

It will be seen, from this statemént, that the Exe- 
cutive is energetically and most efficiently at work ; 
and it should never be forgotten that that Executive 
is an unpaid one. 

The third monthly tract, just published, is from 


the pen of Dr Young, of Perth, and is entitled, The 
lay 4 Christ for Maintaining and Extending his 
urch.“ 


Tux CRURcR Rate WARTARE is still raging in 
various ‘yg of the country, and has, d the 
last week, presented one or two characteristic fea- 
tures. Inthe Nottingham Review we find the fol- 
lowing facts:—Mr J. Bramley, the churchwarden 
of the parish of Sutton Bonnington, in order to avoid 
levying a church rate, advanced £39, at sundry 
times, out of his own pocket. On Friday week, a 
notice of a meeting to levy a church rate was issued, 
and the vicar (considerate man I), not being dis- 
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posed to preside himself, provided a substitute for 
the post of chairman, in the person of a neighbouring 
clergyman. The chairman suggested that they 
mi ht manage to levy a rate which should be legal, 
and yet not compulsory, so as to compel those whom 
they wished to pay, and yet relieve the dissenters. 
Mr John Bramley, however, disregarding the doc- 
trine of this meek minister, asked his own pastor 
how he was to be reimbursed the money he had 
already laid down during the many years he had 
been in office, and there had been no rate levied? 
„Oh!“ replied the worthy teacher, with that bene- 
volence which is characteristic of the system and 
the object they were met to promote, you must 
forgive us that, and we must start afresh! Remem- 
ber it is the poor man’s church.“ The church- 
warden was, however, proof to such melting elo- 

uence, and firmly refused. After a war of words, 

e demand on one side was, rate or no rate,“ on 
the other, pay old debts first,“ during which the 
most friendly feeling evidently did not exist between 
pastor and people, or the clergyman and his 
churchwarden ; the majority declared they would 
not support a rate, and the meeting broke up.— 
In the extensive parish of Duffield, which comprises 
eight townships, including Belper, Heage, Shottie, 
&c., the opponents of church rates have 2 a 
signal triumph. In fact the proceedings, from first 
to last, created almost as much stir as a parliamen- 
tary election. The meeting was held on Thursday 
week, Mr Barker, the vicar, in the chair. Colonel 
Colville proposed a rate of two-pence in the pound; 
Mr Strutt moved the adjournment of the meeting to 
that day twelve months, and was seconded by Mr 
Palmer, a Wesleyan local preacher. The chairman 
declined to put Mr Strutt’s amendment, and called 
for a show of hands on the original proposition, 
which was negatived by ar overwhelming majority. 
A poll was demanded, which was commenced on 
Friday morning, and closed on Saturday afternoon, 
when, in spite of a wholesale rejection of votes by 
the chairman, in opposition to the rate, the latter 
had a majority of 547. The numbers were, for the 
rate, 392, against it, 939. The Derby Reporter adds 
some additional information: As a proof of the ra- 
pacity of the pro-rate party, the rate of two-pence in 
the pound would, if levied, have produced between 
£300 and £400, and yet only £126, according to 
Colonel Colville, was wanted! The shabbiest part 
of the affair remains to be told. At the close of the 
poll on Saturday, when it was supposed all was 
ended, and when most of the anti-rate party had 
left the church, Colonel Colville moved a rate of one 

enny in the pound, which was seconded by Mr 
** Turner. An intimation of this trick was im- 
mediately conveyed to the persons outside the 
church, and a sufficient number entered in time to 
defeat this improper proceeding by a show of hands. 
Although thus beaten a second time, Colonel Col- 
ville declared it to be the intention of himself and 
colleague to make a rate by sanction of the minority, 
and a rate was accordingly made! As the legality 
of this rate is now pending in the Court of Queen’s 
Bench, of course it cannot be proceeded with. To 
the credit and honour of the Belper churchmen 
many of them went to Duffield and registered their 
votes against the rate. Even the churchwardens of 
Belper voted against the rate. Asa memento of this 
glorious victory of religious freedom over ecclesiasti- 
cal wrong, each Belper voter (in number amounting 
to 652 individuals) will be presented in the course 
of a few days with a handsome Bible, inscribed witb 
a suitable motto, to be prepared by MrJ. W. Han- 
cock and Mr Joseph Palmer, and referred to two 
ministers at Derby. The cost of the Bibles will be 
defrayed by subscription. 

TAvis rock. — CHURcH Rates. — An attempt has 
just been made to re-establish this obnoxious im- 
post. The vicar having imagined that there was a 
re- action in its favour, obliged the churchwardens 
to propose one, and a numerously-attended vestry 
meeting assembled on Thursday last in the Guild- 
hall, when, the vicar having taken the chair, Mr 
Sleman, in the absence of the other churchwarden, 
stated that about £70 was wanted for defraying the 
necessary expenses of the ensuing year, and that it 
would now be competent for any rate-payer to pro- 
pose a rate. No one, for some time, offered to do 
this, and it was supposed it would have fallen to 
the ground. At length, however, Mr Sleman stated 
it to be his duty, if no one else came forward to do 
so, and he therefore proposed a rate of a penny in 
the pound. After another portentous pause, a hesi- 
tating seconder appeared in the person of W. P. 
Michell, Esq., surgeon. The meeting was then ad- 
dressed by John Rundle, Esq., late M.P. for this 
borough, Messrs Flamank and Carter, &c., against 
the rate, and by no one in its favour. The vicar, 
having proceeded to put the question for or against 
the rate—as may be done since Lord Denman’s de- 
cision—two hands were held up for the rate, and an 
overwhelming number against it, and the chairman 
declared the rate lost. Dr Harness having about 
this time entered the hall, demanded a poll, and 
notwithstanding the remonstrances made to him as 
to the utter hopelessness of getting a rate after such 
a show of hands, persisted in, the claim he had 
made. In the course of some observations he ad- 
dressed to the meeting, he avowed himself a con- 
vert to the principle of the church and state being 
separated, and received the congratulations of the 
meeting on the alteration in his views on that sub- 
ject. A poll was accordingly taken, which termi. ! 
nated on Saturday, at twelve, when the number of 
recorded votes was as follows :— 


: Persons. Votes. 
a eg ata ice ate ee 
WO Oi a 7. 36 


Majority against the rate WWW 


It is worthy of remark that the church warden who | 
proposed the rate, expressed himself as decidedly 
opposed to church rates; and that 56 votes inst 
the rate were tendered by members of the establish- 
ment, so that had dissenters not voted at all, the rate 
would still have been thrown out by a majority of 
20. The progress of public opinion on this important 
point, will also be seen, when it is remembered that 
at the last contest for a church rate, which took 
place ten years ago, the majority against the rate 
was only 13.—F rom a Correspondent. 


CHURCH-RATE Recusants.—DistrEss WARRANTS 
IssuED. — The following parties were served with 
orders of payment last week, for refusing to pay 
church rates in St Martin’s parish, and on Monday 
last distress warrants were ordered to be made out 
and served upon them in the course of a few days :— 
Mr John Manning, Mr W. Baines, Mr J. F. Winks, 
Messrs Swain and Paddy, Mr Swain, Messrs W. and 
G. Baines, Mr Shardlow, Mr Slade, Messrs Cripps 
and Kemp, Mr West, Messrs Stevenson and Co., Mr 
Birtchnell, and Mr Thirlby. Mr Sharpe, draper, 
was also included in the above list, but some person, 
unknown to him, paid the amount of his church 
rate to the churchwardens prior to their application 
for distress warrants.— Leicester Mercury. 


Leeps Town Councit.— Cuurcn Fees. — We 
learn from the Leeds Times that the question— 
„Whether the town council, under the Burial 
Grounds act, having power, should compel dis- 
senters and others using the unconsecrated ground, 
to pay any part of the fees payable to the vicar and 
his curate on burials which take place in the conse- 
crated ground ?’’—has been decided in the negative 
by that body. After a debate of eight hours, the 
council decided by twenty-six to fourteen against 
perpetuating the injustice. Some professing chartists 
evinced their sympathy with the cause of liberty by 
voting with the high-church party. 

CLERICAL Rapacity.—In a village not quite fifty 

miles from Boston, a charge in various cases has 
been made by one of the undershepherds,”’ of 10s. 
for mortuary fees, even when the deceased has been 
buried elsewhere than in the churchyard, some hav- 
ing been interred in the dissenters’ cemetery, and 
others out of the parish: and in some instances 
where persons have been interred in the graveyard 
of the parish, and the usual fees been paid, a further 
demand of 10s. has been made. This is, we appre- 
hend, an illegal and extortionate mode of obtainin 
money; but there are several rich and influenti 
clergymen residing in and near the parish, whom 
the sufferi arties dare not resist, although they 
have the opinion of the Secretary of the Society for 
the Protection of Religious Liberty as to the ille- 
gality of the impost.— Verbum sat.—Stamford Mer- 
cury. 
‘‘THE Ectrectic RRvTEW.“ Meetings of the lead- 
ing dissenters of Colchester and Ipswich were held 
last week, to confer with Dr Price, the editor of the 
Eclectic Review, the object of whose visit was to 
submit to the nonconformists of those towns a state- 
ment of the past course, present condition, and 
prospects of that periodical, with the view of obtain- 
ing an extension of public support. The meeting at 
Colchester took place in the vestry of Lion walk 
chapel ; Mr J. W. Davids, the minister of the place, 
presiding. Dr Price then submitted his statement, 
which was exceedingly interesting to all present, 
and expressed his determination to reduce the price 
of the Review from 2s. 6d. to 1s. 6d. monthly, in the 
event of his securing an adequate increase of its 
circulation ; the reduction in the price not to be 
accompanied with the slightest diminution of the 
quantity of matter now given for 2s. 6d. Resolu- 
tions in support of the Eclectic were moved and 
seconded by Messrs Herrick and Fraser, independent 
ministers, Mr A. Anderson, of Bures, and by J. 
Chaplin, Esq. On Tuesday evening, a meeting, for 
the same object, took place at the Turret Green 
meeting-house, Ipswich: Shepherd Ray, Esq., in 
the chair. Among those present who took part in 
the proceedings were Messrs Sprigg, Webb, Notcutt, 
Middleditch, ministers of the town, and J. May, Esq., 
Mr James Conder, and Mr George Gill. In the 
conrse of his interesting statement, Dr Price men- 
tioned that, whereas, in consequence of the political 
and ecclesiastical principles advocated by the Review, 
the circulation had declined in the two previous 
years upwards of twenty per cent. ; during the last 
three months it has increased full fifty per cent. 


| 
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Case oF Mr OAkELEVYV.— The Standard reported, 
that Mr Oakeley, of Margaret Street chapel, con- 
spicuous for his tractarian audacity, was suspended 
by the Bishop of London, to whom he wrote a de- 
fying letter. He denied the suspension: the story 
now is, that he was invited to resign—declined—was 
suspended—but on the remonstrance of friends was 
restored to his license, with the intimation that pro- 
ceedings would be taken against him in the eccle- 
siastical court for breach of the canons. This has 
been a fruitful subject of controversy among the 
daily papers for the last day or two. In the Morn- 
ing Chronicle of Monday appears the following re- 
marks: —“ We publish elsewhere a letter from the 
Rev. Frederick Oakeley, in reference to a statement 
made by us on Saturday. We stated, upon what 
we believed to be good authority, that Mr Oakeley 
had been 1 by the Bishop of London, but 
that his lordship had been induced, by powerful 
intercession, to recall his letter of suspension. Mr 
Oakeley informs us that he has never been sus- 
pended, but at the same time communicates two 
facts which might well give rise to the erroneous 
report :—1. By his own offer, and with the consent 
of the Bishop, he abstained from officiating for five 


days. 2. The Bishop asked him to resign, upon 
which he took time to consider, and not on | 


Saturday last sent in his formal answer. In this 
situation the matter remains, subject, Mr Oakeley 
tells us, to ‘ material conditions,’ and ‘ dependent 
upon future (hypothetical) 1 determinations.’ 
In the meantime, Mr Oakeley’s congregation has 
resented an address in his favour to the Bishop of 
ndon.“ The Times of yesterday has the follow- 
ing paragraph inserted at the request of the Bisho 
of London: —“ Various accounts havi appeared 
in the public a hig as to the steps taken by the 
Bishop of London with reference to the — 
Frederick Oakeley, we are authorised to state that 
Mr Oakeley has been allowed to continue his minis- 
trations in Margaret Street chapel ad interim only, 
till the Bishop shall have obtained the opinion of 
his legal advisers as to the proper course of proceed- 
ing in so grave a case. We are also able to state 
that there is no foundation for the report that the 
Bishop has received a communication from the 
Vice-chancellor of Oxford on the subject of the 
letter addressed to the Vice-chancellor by Mr Oake- 
ley.“ The Morning Post adds that, though a re- 
vocation of the license would have displaced Mr 
Oakeley from Margaret Street chapel, that gentle- 
man holds a prebendal stall at Lichfield, from which 
he cannot be removed except by a process in the 
Ecclesiastical court; and, as the case against Mr 
Oakeley was not one of immorality, the Bishop 
naturally felt reluctant to adopt summary proceed- 
ings against him.“ : 

Mr Warp is about to console himself for the loss 
of his degrees, by the acquisition of a far more inter- 
esting and tender title—that of a married man, which, 
of course, implies a voluntary resignation of his fel- 
lowship at Oxford. The lady of his choice is said 
to be young and beautiful, the daughter of a late 
head master of Westminster and prebendary of Wor- 
cester. 


Tus Cuurcn Disputes.—A —＋ of the parish- 
ioners of St Lawrence, Jewry, and St Mary Magda- 
len, was held on Thursday, to receive the determi- 
nation of Mr A. Burgh, the vicar, on the use of the 
surplice. He refused to make any alteration, until 
the Bishop of London should authorise him to do so. 
After some discussion, a committee was appointed 
to wait upon the Bishop of London. 

Tue Bisnors or Exeter anp Lonpon. — The 
Times of Monday morning thus concludes an edi- 
torial article: —“ If both the bishops stand firm to 
what they have called their convictions, they ought 
to retire from the bench; and, if they are conscien- 
tious men, they will retire. The church of England 
was not made for them, but for the people of ‘Eng- 
land; and the people of England—God, we are s 
blesses them in the effort — will have the sac 
service of the church as their sires and grandsires 
had it. Should the prelates in question still adhere 
to their errors, we shall show further reasons for 
removing them.“ 


A Reatty Great Fact.— We learn that five 
hundred members of convocation have signed a vote 
of thanks to the tractarian proctors for having inter- 
posed to prevent the condemnation of Tract 90.— 
Ozford Chronicle. 


Stone ALTARS.—BRIDGEWATER.—It appears that 
a new church, to be called“ St John,“ is finished 
with a stone altar, in Bridgewater, waiting for the 
consecration of the Bishop. 

PuskxISM IN IRELAND.—The tractarian innovations 
are causing no small stir in some parts of the north- 
ern province, but chiefly in the diocese of Down and 
Connor. The Belfast Chronicle, which seems to be 
the organ of the anti-Puseyites, energetically de- 
nounces the attempted inroads on the church ser- 
vice. We fear,“ says that journal, from all we 
know, that unless some — interference be ren- 
dered, a series of scenes similar to those enacted in 
Exeter will ere long be inevitable. It is reported 
that a ‘pastoral,’ from the bishop of this diocese, 
Dr Mant, is in private circulation, in which no less 
than seventy points of diversity in the celebration 
of divine service are noticed, and an opinion, ez ca- 
thedra, offered upon all, urging the importance of 
uniformity, and calling upon those to whom it is 
addressed to use their exertions to arrive at this so- 
called desirable end.“ The Belfast Chronicle de- 
scribes this pastoral as a feeler, calls upon all good 
protestants to be up and stirring, and announces 
that Downpatrick, Inch, Stranford, and other 

laces, are now in arms against encroachments pro- 
jected and attempted.“ The anti-Puseyite party 
have already commenced a practical resistance to 
the bishop. 


UNION OF THE SECESSION AND RELIEF CHURCHEs. 
—QOn Tuesday evening, a meeting composed princi- 
pally of-the ministers and elders of the united seces- 
sion and relief churches in Edinburgh and its 
neighbourhood, was held in Rose Street church, for 
the purpose of promoting the contemplated union 
between these two bodies. On the platform were 
22 Drs Brown, Harper, and Peddie; and 

essrs Smart, Johnstone, Deans, and Brown, of the 
secession; and Messrs Kirkwood, French, Camp- 
bell, Crawford, Muir, and Livingston, of the relief, 
After prayer by Dr Harper, Mr John French delivered 
an address, in which he showed the evils that result 
from the present party divisions of the Christian 
church, iat the numerous arguments which can be 
adduced from scripture in favour of union and co- 
operation among all classes of evangelical Christians. 
This address, which was characterised by a strain of 
impressive eloquence, deep-toned piety, and convinc- 
ing illustration, gave very great satisfaction; and at 
its conclusion, Dr Brown rose, and after conferring 
on it a high eulogium, said, that he was only sorry 
that alarger number had not heard it, as he was cer- 
tain that had the whole members of the two bodies 


been present, the proposed union would have been 
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It may be considered out of place in me, as one of the 
representatives of the Anti-state-church Association, to 
move a resolution of confidence in that body; but in 
these matters we must lay aside all form and ceremony. 
Every man must take his place, irrespective of the law 
of conventionalism; and, as one of the arrangements of 
the meeting, I speak to this resolution, and I beg to say 
at once, it has my hearty concurrence. I believe, of 
course, as a matter of necessity, that the proceedings of 
the Anti-state-church Association have been marked in 
their progress by the exhibition of Christian temper and 
feeling; and though we have had a bad character given 
us in the world, and have been hunted down as though 
we were not fit to live in the light of the sun, yet, by 
calmly and soberly journeying on our way, some people 
—iaye, some respectable people—have been brought to 
the opinion that we have more good objects at heart than 
was at first supposed [hear, hear]. I have always 
thought it somewhat singular that there should exist a 
necessity for an organisation to teach dissenters their own 
principles; and it is nota little remarkable that, of all 
organisations, those which tend most fully to diffuse a 
knowledge of the principles of nonconformity should be 
most scouted as violent and republican. This circumstance 
implies that there is a lack of knowledge with respect 
to what these principles are even among our own body, 
or that its members, though knowing them, have never- 
theless a lack of faith in their truth and efficacy [hear]. 
Now, it appears to me, that if the truth we have be good 
for anything, that truth will run alone, and without 
help, in the world. If our principles, being good, are 
good for us, they are good for all: for ourselves, and for 
our neighbours. If these truths come to us from God, 
they have been committed to our keeping for our own 
interest, but not so exclusively, but that we should go 
forth as missionaries among our felluw-men, preparing 
them for that state of Christian freedom which, until it 
comes, the church of Christ cannot be an efficient in- 
strument to enlighten the world [hear, hear]. There 

can be but two sources of objection to our organisa- 
tion. People must either object to our object, or to our 
means. Let us pay afew moments’ attention to both. 
Our object, as you are well aware, is to spread a know- 
ledge of the principles which have been so ably explained 
to you by my solleuada this evening, throughout this 
country. What is the objection to these principles? 
There may be some here to-night, not having looked at 
the matter on every side, entertaining some conscientious 
opp sition to our views and the course we have taken. 
Let us understand the position of such people. First of 
all, they say there exists no necessity for the organisa- 
tion. They may say, “ The principles you hold are im- 
portant. We believe them as firmly, implicitly, and 
earnestly as you. We find them in the New Testament 
as a part and portion of Christianity, and we see a devi- 
ation from them has broughta course of evils in its train, 
and we shall rejoice to behold the day when all power and 
authority over religion shall be taken out of the hands 
of the civil rulers, and confined to the practice and exer- 
cise of those who are truly the disciples of Christ (hear, 
hear]. But these very men who say this may also de- 
clare that the proper and most effectual mode of bringing 
about all the hoped-for effects is that dissent should con- 
tinue just as it is, and no movement made, but that our 
churches, as constituted, are in themselves a sufficient 
protest against the evils of the church, and that those 
principles, will silently act as leaven, and, without any 
open aggression, the establishment will be undermined 
and fall into ruins. This is plausible, and looks well to 
the eyes of some people, on the surface, but let us ask, is 
it true [hear, hear]? Do we find this advice has hitherto 
had the effect of enlightening the minds of those who are 
participators in the evil system [hear]? Look at the. 
contest now going on in the west part of the kingdom. 
If dissenters have for three hundred years been follow- 
ing this advice, and the effect has been really to en- 
lighten the minds of those who stand without, how 
comes it that now we have in the west the minds of a 
whole community positively torn to pieces about 
wearing a black or white gown [laughter] — about 
an offertory after sermon, or reciting a prayer for 
the church militant here before it [hear]? How comes 
it that, if we are really and effectively teaching our own 
dissenting principles every day, that many members of 
Christian churches do not know what our principles 
are? And, if you ask those who are connected with the 
established church what are the principles of dissent, 
you will find such a crass ignorance, as Lord Brougham 
would have it, among them, that it might be said the 
could not be enlightened at all hear, hear]. But, if 
the principles we hold be good for anything, then are we 
bound by the strongest obligations to attempt their 
fullest promulgation, and to render those informed who 
are at present but ignorant. Christian principles must be 
spread. I am but the servant of my Divine Master. I 
am bound to be the witness of his truth, and it is not 
for me to bury my hands in my philosophic pockets, and 
say, I have a right only to go with my friends, not 
thinking of others” (hear, hear]. I am bound to take 
every legitimate opportunity of furthering the good 
cause, or I shall not be faithful to my trust. Some will 
say,“ Ah! this is all very well; and, perhaps reasoning 
abstractedly, there might not be much error in that 
view, but practically—practically this is not the time to 
act.“ Say our opponents—* Look on the condition of 
the church of England. Are there not divisions within 
her pale which might almost gladden the heart of a non 
conformist if he so desired to feel—not for division’s 
sake, but for what might, perchance, come out of those 
divisions? All this will continue to progress so long as 
the church is let alone. Let the church continue to 
worry itself, as it will to the death, and it will fall 
to pieces“ [hear, hear]. Now, I take quite a different 
view of the mutter. 1 think that while the minds of 
eople are fixed attentively on these things—while the 
faity are resisting the authority of the bishops—1 think 
while the eyes of the people are open to the evils of 
priestcraft — when these priests lay great burdens on 
the shoulders of the people, “the least of which they 
would not touch with one of their little fingers —I say, 
while this is the case, that if we really have the ther 
we are especially called upon to oppose such things, and 
enlighten the minds of the multitude (hear, hear]. I 
think at the present moment there is an especial call on 
our exertions; and, when we know that the nations of 
Europe are shaking—when we see that all men are look- 
ny earnestly towards all questiviis which assume an ec- 
clesiastical shape—I think we may safely infer that these 
things are indications of the hand-writing of Providence 
on the wall, noting that the day is not far distant when 
the church shall be set free, andthe knell of church 


establishments be rung for ever [applause]. Then 
these objectors to our progress say boldly, ‘‘ You can’t 
succeed! Look at the state of the state church. It is 
hoary with age. It strikes its roots into the soil, and 
cannot be torn up. It is woven even into our domestic 
cares and customs. It has even its influence by reflec- 
tion on the minds of dissenters themselves [hear, hear]. 
And nonconformists, such is the strong hold the estab- 
lishment has upon them, and on the people, that the 
difficulty of producing an effect is much increased. And 
if some of our fair friends almost consider the connubial 
bonds as not properly confirmed if not celebrated by the 
state church, and if some imagine the dead cannot be 
buried as they ought to be, if the funeral service of the 
state church (a service to which, abstractedly, they so 
much object) be not read over the grave; if such be 
the case, and if there be so strong an attachment in 
churchmen to their church in these times, how do you 
expect to bring down this mighty system which has 
stood so many centuries, swept by tempests which have 
only served to root its fibres more firmly in the soil 
hear, hear]? Well, this objection, to those who 
conscientiously hold it, is a strong one. But this is not 
our concern. We do not devote our time and energy to 
the doing of our work because we expect “ to succeed,“ 
but because of the obligation laid on us to do so; and 
though we never “ succeed, our duty remains precisely 
the same [hear, hear]. If we believe it is our duty to 
proceed, that we have the light of truth within us, we 
should not hide it under a bushel; and if we never see 
the end of our labours, still that is no concern of ours 
(hear, hear]. It cannot be said that we fail in our ob- 
ject because we do not witness the triumph of our prin- 
ciples. And so we ask none to go with us who fear this, 
and take another view of the question. We are fully 
aware it takes much time, demanding great and strenuous 
attention and exertion to complete what we desire. This 
question of ours is a most searching question, and is not 
to be lightly thought of by those who follow it thoroughly. 
A man may take part in r of the great questions of 
the day, and act upon the dictates of his conscience, 
maintaining his reputation unspotted; but I tell you 
freely, if any of you take a decided, prayerful part, en- 
deavouring to separate the church from the state, expect 
to learn a mournful, painful lesson from it [hear, hear}. 
Your worldly condition, your very character, will suffer. 
Men will regard you with averted vision. Your worldly 
concerns will fail. Your reputation will be attacked, 
and calumny will spread over and around your name 
hear, hear]. You must not, however, be cast down. 
hristianity had the same trial, and it has now become 
fashionable to be a Christian [hear, hear]. Those who 
with bold hearts commenced the reformation, had the 
same course to go through, and now the legislators of 
our land are the upholders of the reformation. Why even, 
not far from our own times, the Missionary Society had 
similar trials, and there were wise men in those days 
who knew what their fathers had done before them, and 
thought it needless to do more, but shook their heads 
at the fiery tempers and hot zeal of younger men; 
but there were some six or eight who did not care for 
this, and worked out their own plans, and the Society 
was firmly established, and now it is no longer a disgrace 
to belong to the Missionary Society (hear, hear). And 
by God’s help, if we go on as we have begun, we shall 
perhaps some day come down to the town of Colchester 
and meet in a larger room, and have a larger audience, 
though we cannot have a more attentive one (hear, 
hear]. Success? Why, when the poor monk of Erfurth, 
who swept the cells of the monastery, held up his hand 
and exclaimed against the iniquities of the Pope, what 
thought he of success [hear, hear]? And what would 
be the feelings of those who followed his glorions course, 
if they could have looked beyond their own days for three 
hundred years, and been permitted to see the vast and 
wondrous change worked by that man’s efforts [hear, 
hear)? Success! Remember Carey the missionary. 
When he went forth to India to convert the heathen, did 
not all men think his object the most fanatical and dis- 
tant that humanity could follow? Yet he went forth, 
not indifferent to success, perhaps, still not expecting it. 
But he went forth in the strong impulse of his heart, and 
God honoured him; and if we go forward, and believe 
our principles are those of God’s truth, and if the best 
interests of men are involved in our progress—if we do 
but go forward thus, calmly, prayerfully, peacefully, in 
order that we may do that which it behoves us to do, 
looking up to God for his blessing—then may we, like 
those of old, looking at the establishment in all its 
pride and glory, say in the words of the prophet—‘* Who 
art thou, great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt 
become a plain“ [applause]. Then, say our opponents, 
yours is a political object.“ Is it? What of that? I 
myself have been pelted by that stone a great man 
times, and I have found it has never hurt me (hear}. 
have been curious to hunt out the source from whence 
this epithet originated, and I find, forsooth, it came from 
—whom ?—the bishops [laughter]. The men who sit high 
and mighty, powerful among the rulers of the country— 
who affect to say they are endowed as the successors of 
the apostles—the men who sit in the House of Peers as 
baronial lords—these men, the upholders of a system 
which unites the church with the state—which exalts 
form above Le, eee these are the men who be— 
stowed the intended banetful distinction of ‘ political“ 
upon us hear, gel Some good people there have 
been, and still are, who thought, and think, there reall 
was something in the name, and are careful not to touc 
any question in the slightest degree savouring of politics. 
They cannot soil their consciences with any effort 
against the civil magistrate, though that magistrate has 
taken their religion and almost strangled it. No; they 
are well contented the church should go on as of old, 
lest they for one moment should be thought that most 
wicked thing called by a name “ political, and be sup- 
posed to engage in political agitation. Now all this is 
absurd (hear, hear]. No man who thinks about the 
matter can arrive at any other conclusion. If God 
places us in a certain relation to each other and to the 
state, such relation has its responsibilities. It is per- 
fectly absurd to take up notions of such a character, 
Many, however, do so; and with the idea prevalent, we 
cannot perhaps wonder how so many, even in our reli- 
gious socicties, should run away and not touch the ques- 
tion of the separation of church and state, because it is 
a. „political“ (hear, hear]. But after all, we have 
no Wijeet of this kind. If we are“ political,“ the state 
has made us so, not we ourselves. If we appeal unto 
Cwsar, it is because those things are taken away from 
us which relate unto God. And now I will speak as to 
| the means we desire to employ in this question. In the 


first place, we shall not think much about lucifers ”’ 

[laughter]. We do not intend to“ fire the homesteads of 

our brethren.’’ Weare not going to employ gunpowder 

or shot, or physical force, or any power of darkness or 

of violence, to carry us to our end and object (hear, 

hear). No; we imagine our principles are of great im- 

portance, and we simply propose to teach them hear, 

hear]; and as we are of opinion the dissenters do not 

know all they ought to know of these principles, we in- 

tend to teach them first [laughter, and “hear, hear’’] ; 

and when we have accomplished this, in two or three 

years, by giving lectures and circulating tracts, and have 

put in force other legitimate sources of instruction, we 

mean to go backwards and teach churchmen [laughter, 

and ‘‘hear, hear' J. We shall just place the truth before 

them, without getting into a furious and towering pas- 

sion about it. When we get the nation to think with us, 

we shall then go to the legislature. We take this last, 
as the most hopeless part of our efforts [hear, hear]; 
and we think there is nothing will force truth upon 
the minds of our rulers but the enthusiastic desire 
and determination of a great and united people [hear]. 
You see we regard a certain place as a very dark place, 
where there is a fuller and better knowledge of the merits 
of horse flesh than of Christian things [hear, hear, and 
l-ughter]. Well, we shall bring these our principles 
before the legislature, and we shall do so in the name of 
God himself hear]. We shall do this for the sake of the 
religion which God has given us, for ourselves and our 
children ; and though the adherence of our rulers to the 
obnoxious system is rooted deeply, yet we know how he 
who regulates the movements of empires — we well 
know how he can prepare a worm to gnaw the gourd, 
as of old, in a single night. We have unbounded 
faith in our principles. We shall go forward, not 
depending on our own human strength or ability, but 
armed to resist with the spirit of truth. We shall 
go on in our course in the energy and power of him 
who gave us that truth, and the world will eventually 
see the pure light of evangelical truth beaming upon it, 
not coming through the state church, but through 
Christ, and made glorious and triumphant by his own 
mighty power [applause]. 

Mr Miatt having called upon those present who 
agreed with him in the views he had expressed, to 
enrol themselves as members of the association, sat 
down amidst hearty applause. 

The Rev. ALEXANDER FRASER, of Colchester, se- 
conded the resolution. 

J. S. EispALR, Esq., moved the thanks of the 
meeting to the Rev. Messrs Miall and Carlile; and 
thanks having also been voted to the Chairman, the 
meeting separated. | 3 


LECTURES, &c., IN THE METROPOLIS. 


On Tuesday last, Mr Charles Stovel, baptist min- 
ister, delivered a lecture at Beulah chapel, Commer- 
cial road, the purpose of which was to show how 
injurious were state churches to the purity and spi- 
rituality of religion. Mr P. Woodyard, baptist min- 
ister, presided. There were about 300 persons 
present. The lecturer displayed his usual talent; 
and, if possible, more than his usual acumen. His 
proofs were of the most convincing kind; appro- 
priate illustration, burning satire, and powerful elo- 
quence, riveted the attention, and carried conviction 
to the hearts of his audience. The following reso- 
lution was unanimously passed :— 

That this meeting desires to express its cordial thanks 
to the Rev. C. Stovel for the enlightened elucidation of 
the important subject to which it has listened, and cor- 
dially agrees with him in desiring the speedy removal of 
the institution so injurious to the purity and spirituality 
of religion; and earnestly recommends all present to 
become members of the British Anti-state-church Asso- 


ciation, as the means by which this end can be best 
attained.“ 


On Thursday, at Regent street chapel, Lambeth, 
Mr Edward Miall repeated his lecture on the Incom- 
patibility of State-churches with the Rights of Citi- 
zenship. From 600 to 700 persons were present; a 
most attentive and respectable audience, the ma- 
jority being, we were informed, regular attendants 
on the ministry of Mr Frazer, at whose chapel 
the lecture was delivered. We understand that the 
friends in that locality purpose contributing a very 
handsome sum annually to the funds of the associa- 
tion. The minister presided; and was supported by 
Mr J. Mirams, Mr Richardson, and other gentlemen, 
who severally addressed the meeting in support of 
this association. 

Arrangements, we are glad to know, are already 
made for lectures as follow :— 

On Tuesday next, at Enon chapel, New Church 
street, Edgeware road, by John Stevenson, M.A. ; 
on Thursday, at Dr Pye Smith’s chapel, Homerton, 
by Mr John Burnet. Subject: State hurches po- 
litical, not religious. These are to be followed by 
others: — At the Tabernacle (Dr Campbell's); Mare 
street, Hackney (Dr Cox's); Alfred Place chapel, 
Alexander square, Brompton (Mr T. 9. Finch's); 
Eagle street, Holborn (Mr R. W. OverWiry’s) ; and 
arrangements are being made for publi, meetings at 
Brentford, Salisbury, Exeter, Manchester, Liverpool, 
Bolton, and several other places. A 

It will be seen, from this statement, that the Exe- 
cutive is energetically and most efficiently at work ; 
and it should never be forgotten that that Executive 
ig an unpaid one. 

The third monthly tract, just published, is from 
the pen of Dr Young, of Perth, and is entitled, The 
Lam of Christ for Maintaining and Extending his 
Shurch.”’ 


Tux Cnunck Rate Warranre is still raging in 
various ogee of the country, and has, during the 
last week, presented one or two characteristic fea- 
tures. Inthe Nottingham Review we find the fol- 
lowing facts:—Mr J. Bramley, the churchwarden 
of the parish of Sutton Bonnington, in order to avoid 
levying a church rate, advanced £39, at sundry 
times, out of his own pocket. On Friday week, a 
notice of a meeting to levy a church rate was issued, 


and the vicar (considerate man!), not being dis- 


* pt . wer - * 1 a? 
<< i a OC, = 7 a 
ERA RARE os ts 
. ya 0 * * ; : 

| | 29,9. % 6 Fe 
222927228277 

2 ee eee 


we — 


‘ 

1 
4 
1 
5 
« 

5 


3 — CO a 


: 
* 
4 
4 
i 
© 
* 


ber it is the poor man’s church.“ 


ipa 


1645.1] 


THE NONCONFORMIST. 


posed to preside himself, provided a substitute for 


the post of chairman, in the person of a neighbouring 
clergyman. The chairman suggested that they 
might manage to levy a rate which should be legal, 
and yet not compulsory, so as to compel those whom 
they wished to pay, and yet relieve the dissenters. 
Mr John Bramley, however, disregarding the doc- 
trine of this meek minister, asked his own pastor 
how he was to be reimbursed the money he had 
already laid down during the many years he had 
been in office, and there had been no rate levied? 
„Oh!“ replied the worthy teacher, with that bene- 
volence which is characteristic of the system and 
the object they were met to promote,“ you must 
forgive us that, and we must start afresh! Remem- 
The church- 
warden was, however, proof to such melting elo- 
quence, and firmly refused. After a war of words, 
the demand on one side was, rate or no rate,“ on 
the other, pay old debts first,“ during which the 
most friendly feeling evidently did not exist between 
pastor and people, or the clergyman and his 
churchwarden ; the majority declared they would 
not support a rate, and the meeting broke up.— 
In the extensive parish of Duffield, which comprises 
eight townships, including Belper, Heage, Shottie, 
&c., the opponents of church rates have gained a 
signal triumph. In fact the proceedings, from first 
to last, created almost as much stir as a parliamen- 
tary election. The meeting was held on Thursday 
week, Mr Barker, the vicar, in the chair. Colonel 
Colville proposed a rate of two-pence in the pound ; 
Mr Strutt moved the adjournment of the meeting to 
that day twelve months, and was seconded by Mr 
Palmer, a Wesleyan local preacher. The chairman 
declined to put Mr Strutt’s amendment, and called 
for a show of hands on the original proposition, 
which was negatived by ar overwhelming majority. 
A poll was demanded; which was commenced on 
Friday morning, and closed on Saturday afternoon, 
when, in spite of a wholesale rejection of votes by 
the chairman, in opposition to the rate, the latter 
had a majority of 547. The numbers were, for the 
rate, 392, against it, 939. The Derby Reporter adds 
some additional information: As a proof of the ra- 
pacity of the pro-rate party, the rate of two-pence in 
the pound would, if levied, have produced between 
£300 and £400, and yet only £126, according to 
Colonel Colville, was wanted! The shabbiest part 
of the affair remains to be told. At the close of the 
poll on Saturday, when it was supposed all was 
ended, and when most of the anti-rate party had 
left the church, Colonel Colville moved a rate of one 

enny in the pound, which was seconded by Mr 
— Turner. An intimation of this trick was im- 
mediately conveyed to the persons outside the 
church, and a sufficient number entered in time to 
defeat this improper proceeding by a show of hands. 
Although thus beaten a second time, Colonel Col- 
ville declared it to be the intention of himself and 
colleague to make a rate by sanction of the minority, 
and a rate was accordingly made! As the legality 
of this rate is now pending in the Court of Queen’s 
Bench, efeoaurse it cannot be proceeded with. To 
the credit and honour of the Belper churchmen 
many of them went to Duffield and registered their 
votes against the rate. 
Belper voted against the rate. Asa memento of this 
glorious victory of religious freedom over ecclesiasti- 
cal wrong, each Belper voter (in number amounting 
to 652 individuals) will be presented in the course 
of a few days with a handsome Bible, inscribed with 
a suitable motto, to be prepared by Mr J. W. Han- 
cock and Mr Joseph Palmer, and referred to two 
ministers at Derby. The cost of the Bibles will be 
defrayed by subscription. 

Tavistock.—Cuvurcn Rates. — An attempt has 
just been made to re-establish this obnoxious im- 
post. The vicar having imagined that there was a 
re-action in its favour, obliged the churchwardens 
to propose one, and a numerously-attended vestry 
meeting assembled on Thursday last in the Guild- 
hall, when, the vicar having taken the chair, Mr 
Sleman, in the absence of the other churchwarden, 
stated that about £70 was wanted for defraying the 
necessary expenses of the ensuing year, and that it 
would now be competent for any rate-payer to pro- 
pose a rate. No one, for some time, offered to do 
this, and it was supposed it would have fallen to 
the ground. At length, however, Mr Sleman stated 
it to be his duty, if no one else came forward to do 
so, and he therefore proposed a rate of a penny in 
the pound. After another portentous pause, a hesi- 
tating seconder appeared in the person of W. P. 
Michell, Esq., surgeon. The meeting was then ad- 
dressed by John Rundle, Esq., late M.P. for this 
borough, Messrs Flamank and Carter, &c., against 
the rate, and by no one in its favour. The vicar, 
having proceeded to put the question for or against 
the rate—as may be done since Lord Denman’s de- 
cision—two hands were held up for the rate, and an 
overwhelming number against it, and the chairman 
declared the rate lost. Dr Harness having about 
this time entered the hall, demanded a poll, and 
notwithstanding the remonstrances made to him as 
to the utter hopelessness of getting a rate after such 
a show of hands, persisted in the claim he had 
made. In the course of some observations he ad- 
dressed to the meeting, he avowed himself a con- 
vert to the principle of the church and state being 
separated, and received the congratulations of the 
meeting on the alteration in his views on that sub- 
ject. A poll was accordingly taken, which termi. 
nated on Saturday, at twelve, when the number of 
recorded votes was as follows :— 


Persons. Votes. 
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It is worthy of remark that the churchwarden who | 
proposed the rate, expressed himself as decidedly 
opposed to church rates ; and that 56 votes against 
the rate were tendered by members of the establish- 
ment, so that had dissenters not voted at all, the rate 
would still have been thrown out by a majority of 
20. ‘The progress ot public opinion on this important 
point, will also be seen, when it is remembered that 
at the last contest for a church rate, which took 
place ten years ago, the majority against the rate 
was only 13.—From a Correspondent. 

CHURCH-RATE Recvusants.—Distress WARRANTS 
Issukp. — The following parties were served with 
orders of payment last week, for refusing to pay 
church rates in St Martin’s parish, and on Monday 
last distress warrants were ordered to be made out 
and served upon them in the course of a few days :— 
Mr John Manning, Mr W. Baines, Mr J. F. Winks, 


Messrs Swain and Paddy, Mr Swain, Messrs W. and 
G. Baines, Mr Shardlow, Mr Slade, Messrs Cripps 
and Kemp, Mr West, Messrs Stevenson and Co., Mr 
Birtchnell, and Mr Thirlby. Mr Sharpe, draper, 
was also included in the above list, but some person, 
unknown to him, paid the amount of his church 
rate to the churchwardens prior to their application 
for distress warrants.— Leicester Mercury. 


Lereps Town Corel. — Cuurcn Furs. — We 


learn from the Leeds Times that the question— 
„Whether the town council, under the Burial 
Grounds act, having power, should compel dis- 
senters and others using the unconsecrated ground, 
to pay any part of the fees payable to the vicar and 
his curate on burials which take place in the conse- 
crated ground ?’’—has been decided in the negative 
by that body. After a debate of eight hours, the 
council decided by twenty-six to fourteen against 
perpetuating the injustice. Some professing chartists 
evinced their sympathy with the cause of liberty by 
voting with the high-church party. 

CiericaAL Rapaciry.—In a village not quite fifty 
miles from Boston, a charge in various cases has 
been made by one of the“ undershepherds.“ of 10s. 
for mortuary fees, even when the deceased has been 
buried elsewhere than in the churchyard, some hav- 
ing been interred in the dissenters’ cemetery, and 
others out of the parish: and in some instances 
where persons have been interred in the graveyard 
of the parish, and the usual fees been paid, a further 
demand of 10s. has been made. This is, we appre- 
hend, an illegal and extortionate mode of obtaining 
money; but there are several rich and influential 
clergymen residing in and near the parish, whom 
the suffering parties dare not resist, although they 
have the opinion of the Secretary of the Society for 
the Protection of Religious Liberty as to the ille- 
gality of the impost.— Verbum sat. —Stamford Mer- 
cury. 

„TUR Ecrectic Revrew.’’—Meetings of the lead- 
ing dissenters of Colchester and Ipswich were held 
last week, to confer with Dr Price, the editor of the 
Eclectic Review, the object of whose visit was to 
submit to the nonconformists of those towns a state- 
ment of the past course, present condition, and 


prospects of that periodical, with the view of obtain- 


ing an extension of public support. ‘The meeting at 
Colchester took place in the vestry of Lion walk 
chapel ; Mr J. W. Davids, the minister of the place, 
presiding. Dr Price then submitted his statement, 
which was exceedingly interesting to all present, 
and expressed his determination to reduce the price 
of the Heview from 2s. 6d. to Is. 6d. monthly, in the 
event of his securing an adequate increase of its 
circulation; the reduction in the price not to be 
accompanied with the slightest diminution of the 
quantity of matter now given for 2s. 6d. Resolu- 
tions in support of the Eclectic were moved and 
seconded by Messrs Herrick and Fraser, independent 
ministers, Mr A. Anderson, of Bures, and by J. 
Chaplin, Esq. On Tuesday evening, a meeting, for 
the same object, took place at the ‘Turret Green 
meeting-house, Ipswich: Shepherd Ray, Esq., in 
the chair. Among those present who took part in 
the proceedings were Messrs Sprigg, Webb, Notcutt, 
Middleditch, ministers of the town, and J. May, Esq., 
Mr James Conder, and Mr George Gill. In the 
conrse of his interesting statement, Dr Price men- 
tioned that, whereas, in consequence. of the political 
and ecclesiastical principles advocated by the Review, 


the circulation had declined in the two previous | 


years upwards of twenty per cent. ; during the last 
three months it has increased full fifty per cent. 
Case or Mr Oaketny.—The Standard reported, 
that Mr Oakeley, of Margaret Street chapel, con- 
spicnous for his tractarian audacity, was suspended 
by the Bishop of London, to whom he wrote a de- 
fying letter. He denied the suspension: the story 
now is, that he was invited to resign—declined—was 
suspended—but on the remonstrance of friends was 
restored to his license, with the intimation that pro- 
ecedings would be taken against him in the eccle- 
siastical court for breach of the canons. This has 
been a fruitful subject of controversy among the 
daily papers for the last day or two. In the Morn- 
ing Chronicle of Monday appears the following re- 
marks: —“ We publish elsewhere a letter from the 
Rev. Frederick Oakeley, in reference to a statement 
made by us on Saturday. We stated, upon what 
we believed to be good authority, that Mr Oakeley 
had been suspended by the Bishop of London, but 
that his lordship had been induced, by powerful 
intercession, to recall his letter of suspension. Mr 
Oakeley informs us that he has never been sus- 
pended, but at the same time communicates two 


facts which might well give rise to the erroneous 
report:—1l. By his own offer, and with the consent 
of the Bishop, he abstained from officiating for five 
days. 2. The Bishop asked him to resign, upon 


Saturday last sent in his formal answer. In this 
situation the matter remains, subject, Mr Oakeley 
tells us, to material conditions, and dependent 
upon future (hypothetical) legal determinations.’ 
In the meantime, Mr Oakeley's congregation has 
presented an address in his favour to the Bishop of 
London.“ The Times of yesterday has the follow- 
ing paragraph inserted at the request of the Bisho 
of London :—* Various accounts having — 
in the public papers as to the steps taken by the 
Bishop of London with reference to the Rev. 
Frederick Oakeley, we are authorised to state that 
Mr Oakeley has been allowed to continue his minis- 
trations in Margaret Street chapel ad interim only, 
till the Bishop shall have obtained the opinion of 
his legal advisers as to the proper course of proceed- 
ing inso grave a case. We are also able to state 
that there is no foundation for the report that the 
Bishop has received a communication from the 
Vice-chancellor of Oxford on the subject of the 
letter addressed to the Vice-chancellor by Mr Oake- 
ley.“ The Morning Post adds that,“ though a re- 
voeation of the license would have displaced Mr 
Oakeley from Margaret Street chapel, that gentle- 
man holds a prebendal stall at Lichfield, from which 
he cannot be removed except by a process in the 
Ecclesiastical court; and, as the case against Mr 
Oakeley was not one of immorality, the Bishop 
naturally felt reluctant to adopt summary proceed- 
ings against him.“ 

Mr Warp is about to console himself for the loss 
of his degrees, by the acquisition of a far more inter- 
esting and tender title—that of a married man, which, 
of course, implies a voluntary resignation of his fel- 
lowship at Oxford. ‘The lady of his choice is said 
to be young and beautiful, the daughter of a late 
head master of Westminster and prebendary of Wor- 
cester. 3 

Tuer Cuurcn Disputres.—A vestry of the parish- 
ioners of St Lawrence, Jewry, and St Mary Magda- 
len, was held on Thursday, to receive the determi- 
nation of Mr A. Burgh, the vicar, on the use of the 
surplice. He refused to make any alteration, until 
the Bishop of London should authorise him to do so. 
After some discussion, a committee was appointed 
to wait upon the Bishop of London. 

Tue Bisnors or Exeter AND Lonpon. — The 
Times of Monday. morning thus concludes an edi- 
torial article: —“ If both the bishops stand firm to 
what they have called their convictions, they ought 
to retire from the bench; and, if they are conscien- 
tious men, they will retire. The church of England 
was not made for them, but for the people of Eng- 
land ; and the people of England—God, we are sure, 
blesses them in the effort — will have the sacred 
service of the church as their sires and grandsires 
had it. Should the prelates in question still adhere 
to their errors, we shall show further reasons for 
removing them.“ 


A Reatty Great Factr.— We learn that five 
hundred members of convocation have signed a vote 
of thanks to the tractarian proctors for having inter- 
posed to prevent the condemnation of Tract 90.— 
Oxford Chroniele, 

Srone ALTARsS.—BnripGEWATER.—It appears that 
anew church, to be called“ St John,“ is finished 
with a stone altar, in Bridgewater, waiting for the 
consecration of the Bishop. 

PusryisM INS InELAND.—The tractarian innovations 
are causing no small stir in some parts of the north- 
ern province, but chiefly in the diocese of Down and 
Connor. The Belfast Chronicle, which seems to be 
the organ of the anti-Puseyites, energetically de- 
nounces the attempted inroads on the — ser- 
vice. “We fear,’’ says that journal, “ from all we 
know, that unless some timely interference be ren- 
dered, a series of scenes similar to those enacted in 
Exeter will ere long be inevitable. It is reported 
that a ‘pastoral,’ from the bishop of this diocese, 
Dr Mant, is in private circulation, in which no less 
than seventy points of diversity in the celebration 
of divine service are noticed, and an opinion, ex ca- 
thedra, offered upon all, urging the importance of 
uniformity, and calling upon those to whom it is 
addressed to use their exertions to arrive at this so- 
called desirable end.“ The Belfast Chronicle de- 
scribes this pastoral as a feeler, calls upon all good 
protestants to be up and stirring, and announces 
that“ Downpatrick, Inch, Stranford, and other 
places, are now in arms against encroachments pro- 
jected and attempted.” ‘The anti-Puseyite party 
have already commenced a practical resistance to 


the bishop. 


— — 


UNION OF THE SRCESSION AND RELIEF CHURCHES. 
—QOn Tuesday evening, a meeting composed princi- 
pally of the ministers and elders of the united seces- 
sion and relief churches in Edinburgh and its 
neighbourhood, was held in Rose Street church, for 
the purpose of promoting the contemplated union 
between these two bodies. On the platform were 
present, Drs Brown, Harper, and Peddie; and 
Messrs Smart, Johnstone, Deans, and Brown, of the 
secession; and Messrs Kirkwood, French, Camp- 
bell, Crawford, Muir, and Livingston, of the relief. 
After prayer by Dr Harper, Mr John French delivered 
an address, in which he showed the evils that result 
from the present party divisions of the Christian 
church, and the numerous arguments which can be 
adduced from scripture in favour of union and co- 
operation among all classes of evangelical Christians, 
This address, which was characterised by a strain of 
impressive eloquence, deep-toned piety, and convine- 
ing illustration, gave very great satisfaction; and at 


its conclusion, Dr Brown rose, and after conferring 


on it a high eulogium, said, that he was only sorry 
that alarger number had not heard it, as he was cer- 
tain that had the whole members of the two bodies 


which he took time to consider, and had not on | been present, the proposed union would have been 
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— carried by acclatnation. He, therefore, 
proposed that the ess should be inserted in the 
secession and relief magazines, and also that it 
should be printed in a separate form for general cir- 
culation. This proposal, which was seconded by Mr 
James Kirkwood, was unanimously d to. Ano- 
ther meeting, on a more extended scale, is shortly to 
be held in Edin h, of the members of these two 
important bodies of Scottish dissenters; and there 
is every prospect, at present, that the contemplated 
union will not be delayed much beyond the next 
meeting of the two synods, which takes place in May 
next.—From a Correspondent. 


Rervsat or Sitzs.—A crowded public meeting, 
at which about a thousand persons were present, 
was held last month in the Free church, Wick, to 
petition parliament to interfere with the noble dukes 
and others who are still refusing sites for the churches 
and schools. Petitions to both houses were adopted 
and numerously signed. 


General Mews. 


FOREIGN. 
AMERICA. 


The packet ship Patrick Henry brings intelligence 
from New York to the 8th February. The bill for 
1 territorial government in Oregon had 
passed the House of Representatives. The proceed- 
ings upon it were curious. Mr A. L. Brown intro- 
duced some amendments, modifying its aggressive 
character ; and, in doing so, he said that Great 
Britain could not make war against the United 
States for anything contained in the bill before 
them; but, if she should consider it cause for war, 
he would say, Let her have it—on the first day 
and hour that she desires it let her have it.“ Mr 
John Quincy Adams deprecated rash precipitation, 
and proposed that the bill should not take effect 
until twelve months after notice of it should have 
been given to Great Britain; but he declared his 
willingness to concur in notifying that the joint oc- 
cupation of the territory must cease, since he be- 
lieved that the time had come when the question 
must be settled. A proviso for giving notice to 
Great Britain was twice rejected; but adopted on 
the third time of moving. One of the most belli- 
gerent speakers was Mr Douglas; who said that the 
United States wanted the Oregon to protect their 
fisheries, and to“ put a step to the unscrupulous 
aims of Great Britain at universal dominion.” 
„Give us military posts in that territory,“ he cried ; 
„ garrison them with American officers and soldiers, 
and he, for one, would not care much about laws. 
It was not laws, nor civil authority, by which the 

session of the country could be maintained; but 
it was by military force that we must take possession 
of it as well as keep it. If the question should 
bring us to war, much as he deprecated it, much as 
he loved peace, he would be ready to meet it. Let 
us establish our military posts, have our naval forces 
on the coast, and be in a condition to repel any ag- 
gression on the part of Great Britain, and punish 
any invasion on our rights; and then, if war shall 
come, we will be ready to meet it.“ The bill finally 
passed by 140 to 54. It was introduced into the 
senate on the following day, and referred to a spe- 
cial committee. 

A committee of the senate had reported against 
a joint resolution sent up by the House for the an- 
nexation of Texas. 

Petitions for the annexation of Canada and New 
Brunswick had been presented to Congress. ‘They 
were intended to reflect ridicule on the scheme for 
the annexation of Texas, ‘and excited some anger 
among the friends of that measure. 

A bill to pay the interest on the debt of Pennsyl- 
vania had passed both houses of the state legisla- 
ture, by a unanimous vote; and the event was 
celebrated by the firing of cannon. 

The American papers contain reports from Mexico, 
confirming the previous accounts of Santa Anna’s 
defeat; but his fate is uncertain, and it appears pro- 
bable that he was a prisoner in the hands of the pro- 
visional government. 


SPAIN. 


Accounts from Madrid of the 23rd ult., state that 
no doubt existed on the reconciliation of the govern- 
ment with the court of Rome. The Pope acquiesces 
in the sales hitherto made of the property of the 
church, but exacts—and this is acquiesced in by the 
Spanish ministry—that all that remains unsold be 
restored. 

A — for the restoration of Espartero is said to 
have been detected at Vittoria. It was confined to 
the military; and is, perhaps, nothing more than a 
burst of discontent or a figment of suspicious tyranny. 
Among the persons arrested is a nephew of Diego 
Leon; the rest are chiefly sergeants. Arrests are 
also said to have been made at Logrono, in the regi- 
ment of the Union; once attached, as the Luchana 
chasseurs, to Espartero’s guard. A Carlist plot at 
Burgos is another of the rumours. 


% SWITZERLAND. 

The Diet 8 commenced its sittings at 
Zurich, on the 24th ult., but its proceedings as yet 
had not been 4 important. The Times says 
„The first day of the meeting of the Diet passed 
over without the transaction of any important busi- 
ness, and the next would also, it was expected, be 
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belief of our Berne and Zurich correspondents, pro- 
duce their effect. ‘There will be,’ say those letters, 
‘a species of compromise. The Jesuits will be ex- 
pelled, and the radicals will disband themselves; 
such, at least, is the belief and expectation of every 
man out of the influence of the French atheists and 
propagandists, who have, in fact, produced the whole 
affair. ’’ 


Lord Aberdeen has addressed a note to the Diet, 
which has naturally created a great sensation. It is 
conceived in a friendly spirit towards the Confede- 
ration; but, at the same time, saying that the powers 
would not allow the federal pact to be infringed, nor 
a civil war to take place without an intervention. 
The Times tells us, the warning has been given, 
not as a menace, but as an act of friendly counsel ; 
and, whatever be the result of this communication, 
it has been received by those who do not yet despair 
of the cause of rational freedom in Switzerland, as a 
spontaneous and valuable assurance of the unabated 
interest of this country in their welfare.“ 

The great cause of alarm among the continental 
despots is, the effort of the movement ee to form 
a federal government, such as that of the United 
States, for taking a general control over the affairs of 
the whole cantons, and strengthening their interests 
unitedly. 


TAHITI. 


The Paris Moniteur of Saturday announces, that 
„the Minister of Marine had received official advices 
from Rear-admiral Hamelin, dated Valparaiso, the 
13th of November last, informing him that he was 
to leave on the following day, in the Virginie frigate, 
for the Marquesa and Tahiti islands, where he must 
have arrived towards the middle of December. 
Rear-admiral Hamelin had forwarded despatches 
from Captain Bruat, dated 3rd of October, 1844, 
stating that tranquillity prevailed at Tahiti at that 

eriod. The Journal des Débats publishes accounts 
rom Tahiti to the first week of October last.. They 
state that, at that period, the island was tranquil. 
The natives appeared to be tired of living in camps. 
They had, moreover, many sick, and but a small 
supply of provisions. General Miller, British consul 
at the Sandwich islands, had arrived in the same 
capacity at Tahiti. Governor Bruat did not think 
it expedient to authorise him to hoist his flag, and 
the British consul himself had admitted that it would 
be inopportune to do so under existing circum- 
stances.’ The Presse publishes extracts from the 
Oceanie Francaise, printed at Tahiti. ‘These accounts 
state that a species of armed truce existed between 
the natives and the French garrison. Queen Pomare 
had not proceeded to the island of Borabora, as had 
been announced, but remained at the island of 
Raiatea, much nearer to Tahiti, and situate in the 
centre of the archipelago. ‘‘ This movement,“ 
says the Oceanie, is contrary to the engagement 
made by Lord William Paulett, commander of the 
British corvette. Governor Bruat had made to. the 
Queen an ineffectual offer of a reconciliation.“ 


Srrancs Story.—The Paris National of Thursda 
contains a most astonishing tale, strangely told. 
The ship Fair Arcadian, on its way from New Bruns- 
wick to London, was wreeked on a rock in the bay 
of St Brieve. Out of ten passengers and a crew of 
fifteen, only three passengers and two sailors were 
saved. Having been cast on shore raging sea, 
they were most humanely assisted by the neighbour- 
ing villagers. But, on the suggestion of an indi- 
vidual who stated that he was a subscriber to the 
Presse, and who proposed to burn the English dogs,’ 
the unfortunate shipwrecked men were on the point. 
of becoming the victims of a false sentiment of pa- 
triotism (!) which humanity disavows, but which 
the exasperation caused by M. Guizot’s policy tends 
to explain. The persons present were preparing: 
fagots to burn the English, when the parish priest. 
came to their assistance, and conducted them to the 
hotel of the Croix Blanche; where they are waiting: 
for funds from their friends in England.“ 


DOMESTIC. 


METROPOLITAN. 


East INDIA Hovss.—At a meeting of East India 
proprietors on Friday, a petition against the pro- 
posed plan of sugar duties, and praying for. a uni- 
form duty of 14s. on sugar the produce of British 
possessions, was unanimously adopted; to be pre- 
sented by Mr Hogg. It will be seen from our par- 
liamentary report that Sir R. Peel has consented, at 
the request of Mr Hogg, to re-consider his scale of 
sugar duties. 

PIES OF THE Post Orrice.— A public meeting 
of the inhabitants and electors of borough of 
Finsbury was held on Wednesday evening, at 
White Conduit house, to demand an inquiry into the 
suspicion implied against Mr Duncombe, by his let- 
ters having been opened in passing through the Post 
office. The large room of the tavern was thronged 
to excess with persons of all shades of political 
re Mr R. Taylor was in the chair. On the 

atform were Sir C. Napier, M. P., Mr Blewitt, 

P., Mr Wakley, M. P., with a number of respect- 
able electors who do not usually mingle in politics, 
but who felt it their duty to come forward and ex- 
press, as was said, the abhorrence of the invasion of 
correspondence entrusted to the government, which. 
has lately been avowed and defended by. the- 
ministers. The proceedings were very. spirited, andi 
beside some good speeches from. electors. of th: 
borough, Sir C. Napier and Mr Wakley addre © 
the meet ing with great effect, the latter -_ sed 
sitting down amid loud and prelo- _,Sentleman 
mingled with shouts of Richaye” aged cheering, 
In the course of the meeting - 8 himself again. 
combe was read, contain® letter from Mr Dun- 
sage: Ag the following pas- 

All that I have a- g 
that which I thir’ red of the House of Commons is, 
opportunity - K I have a right to demand, viz., an 
by the #° ie removing those base suspicions implied 
sanotit et of the government having violated the 


FOREIGN MISCELLANY. 
SLAVERY IN THE UnitTED Sratres.—The Ne 
Orleans Bee contains an account of the trial - 


female slave named Pauline, belonging to a -! a 


yer of my correspondence. The expression of 
| ur independent opinion I hope will assist me in ob- 
taining that satisfaction, without which, I am con- 
vinced you will agree with me, I cannot continue a 
member of the present House of Commons, with either 


named Rappeneck, for brutal treatmer’ Person advantage to you or credit to myself. 


mistress. The disclosures on this tr’ 
slavery of the southern states in - 


c of her 
al place the 


In the common council on Thursday, Mr Ashurst 
gave notice of a motion that the court do petition 


light. The master used to ooh“ very revolting 1 for the abolition of the corn laws, and 


28 2 . e e on business, Pauline * ** 
beate ee, , age » ssumed the command of the 
eee, ir nipped, seized by the hair, and 
otherwise gruen, ill. treated her mistress d h 
three children, aged, respectivel ee ee 
en Tule pectively, two, four, and 
Fe mayor of the city, in consequence 

I a On conveyed to him, arrested the slave. 
we : jury before which she was tried sentenced 
— 4 eath! e 18 to be executed on the 28th of 
arch.—-A New Orleans paper, of January 10th 

— informs the people of Massachusetts that 
thirteen free men of colour, who came to that cit 
on board of vessels from the free states of the = 
were the day before placed in confinement by the 
second municipality police, in pursuance of the act 
forbidding free persons of colour to come within the 
limits of the state. The paper then remarks :-— 

Such an impertinent interference with our internal 
2 2 ay of which 23 has been guilty, 

nds to increase vigilan 

* 15 these — ee ahead 
HE Baur GRAS. —M. Roland, the butcher 
went to England for the 2 of presenting Bee 
Queen around of beef from Pere Goriot, the beuf 
gras, has returned to Paris, delighted with the re- 
ception that he met with in England. The Queen 
being at Brighton, M. Roland proceeded to that 
place, and unpacked his voluminous present in the 
presence of her 4 and Prince Albert. The 
Queen not only did M. Roland the honour to accept 
his homage of respect, but in the most kind and 
gracious terms expressed her thanks. The atten- 
tions shown to M. Roland by some of the most emi- 
nent butchers of London have, it appears, convinced 
him of the sincerity of the entente cordiale,—Galig- 
nani, 

NM. Villemain, the distinguished French writer 
and statesman, is entirely recovered from his sudden 
but temporary mental alienation. He is said to 
have abandoned politics, and to have detetmined to 
devote himself entirely to literature. 

The Gazette of Silesia announces that the Russian 
government is making immense preparations for the 
next 3 in the Caucasus, — that Connt de 
Nesselrode has obtained from the English govern- 
ment the most positive assurance that all possible 


r Warren Hale for a similar petition against the 
game laws. 

Tux Lonpon Untversiry.— The annual general 
meeting of the proprietors of the University College 
of London, was held on Wednesday, in the theatre 
of the institution, Gower street; the Earl of Auck- 
land, vice-president, in the chair. The Secretary 
read the report of the council. It stated that durin 
the last session the number of pupils who attende 
the classes of the college and junior school was 834. 
The students in the faculties of arts and law num- 
bered 183, and in medicine 312. An increase in the 
amount of fees of the sum of £2106 showed that the 
entries for general education had been more nume- 
rous. During the year their receipts were £21,498, 
and the expenditure, including an investment of 
£5500 consols, and £500 exchequer bills, was 
£20,522. Mr M. Thackeray moved, and Dr Hard- 
wick seconded, the adoption of the report. The 
motion was carried; and, after the election of officers, 
the meeting broke up. 


New Asyuium For Inrant Orpuans.—A highly: 
respectable and crowded meeting was held last: 
‘1 ‘uesday evening at the Queen's concert room, Han- 
o ver square, on behalf of this charity. In the ab- 
s ence of the president, Lord Dudley Coutts Stuart, 
J oseph Tritton, Esq., the treasurer of the institution, 
wv vas called to the chair. The object of the meeting 
u ‘as to raise funds on behalf of the truly noble an 
p hilanthropic object of providing an asylum for the 
h elpless orphan, based on liberal principles, unfet- 
te red by the trammels of sect or =n: After the 
o pening remarks by the Chairman, Dr Reed laid be- 
fc wre the meeting a brief statement of the plan and 
o; perations of the institution, from which it appeared, 
tl sat in the short space of nine months, 800 sub- 
sc ribers had enrolled themselves; sixteen orphans 
h: ad been admitted, and their receipts amounted to 
ne 2arly £1,660. Mr I. M. Soule, baptist minister, 
ot ' Battersea, moved: 

“1, That our religion is chiefly honoured by benefi- 
ce nce; and that no expressions of beneficence are less 
oy en to objection, or more in harmony with the spirit 
an d instruction of Holy Scripture, than those which are 
di rected to the relief of the fatherless and widow in their 
afi lietion.“ 

D. W. Wire, Esq., seconded the resolution. Mr G. 
Cl. ayton, independent minister, and Mr J. T. Cuming, 


‘ 
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means shall be taken to prevent assistance bein 
received by the Caucasians from England. . 


r 


of Hammersmith, proposed and seconded the next 
res olution :— 
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“ZI, That it is neither necessary nor desirable, in 
seeking to educate the infant orphan, religiously to 
perplex the young mind with the minor points on w ich 
the Christian family are unhappily divided; but that it 
is evidently a wiser and better way to present simply to 
their attention those cardinal truths which are revealed 


jn the Holy Scriptures, and which are able to save the 


soul, and sanctify the life to God.” 
‘The third resolution, which was as follows :— | 

That this meeting cordially approves of the new 
asylum, as founded on these more liberal principles ; 
that they rejoice to learn, from the statements made, 
that it has already found such favour in the eyes of the 

ublie; and they do readily pledge themselves to sustain 
it by their influence and contributions.” 
was moved by Dr Leifchild, and seconded by Dr 
Jenkyn. Mr James Hamilton, of the Scotch church, 
and Mr Sherman, of Surrey chapel (the secretary), 
also addressed the meeting. After a vote of thanks 
to the Chairman, and the announcement of a large 
number of additional subscribers, the assembly sepa- 
rated. 

Tun St Marriesone BANK ror Savinos. — The 
fifteenth annual general meeting of this institution 
was held on Thursday, the 27th of this month, at 
the office, No. 76, Welbeck street, Cavendish 
square, Dr J. H. Spry in the chair. It appeared 
from the sevéral reports read to the meeting, 
that the progress of this bank continues to be of a 
very favourable description, no less than 2,684 new 
deposits having been made in the last year; 16.124 
deposit accounts remained open on the 20th of Nov. 
last, of which no less than 9,503 held balances ave- 
raging less than £4 5s. 10d, each. Upwards of 
£360,089 was then invested with the commissioners 
for the reduction of the national debt; this amount 
has since risen to £353,089 4s. 7d., and is rapidly on 
the advance. 

An affair of honour ’”’ came off in Battersea fields, 
on Saturday morning, between Mr Henry Hunt, the 
son of the late notorious political character of that 
mame, and a gentleman, name unknown. Mr Hunt 
wounded his opponent in the right arm. The 
ww gives the following details relative to the 

uel :— 

The dispute took place at a tavern on Friday night, 
and the parties resolved to meet at seven o’clock on the 
following morning. Mr Hunt selected a Mr Macintosh, 
a deaf and dumb friend, as his second, and by some 
mistake was late upon the ground. The other principal 
and second had been punctual and had gone away. De- 
termined, however, not to be disappointed, Mr Hunt 
sent for the gentleman, and the gentleman returned 
without the pistols. This, however, was soon got over 
by Mr Hunt, through his second (the deaf and dumb 

entleman), offering one of his case to his opponent. 

r Macintosh measured the ground. Both pistols were 
discharged ; and the mercantile gentleman, whose name 
could not be learned, immediately fell to the ground. 
To the delight of those present, however, he got up 
after the lapse of a few seconds, and it was found that 
the bones were uninjured, and only the fleshy part of the 


arm slightly hurt. Alas! for the glory of the duello 
after this! 


Tue ApELAIDE GarieRy. — On Thursday the 
whole contents of the Royal Adelaide gallery were 
brought to the hammer. The property was stated 
to have been purchased by a company originally at 
an expense of nearly £20,000. The auctioneer asked 
£2000 for the collection, when four hundred guineas 
were offered, and it was knocked down for four hun- 
dred and ninety guineas. 

STRANGE Discovery.—On Friday afternoon, while 
some dredgermen were engaged in cleansing the 
West India Export dock, they brought up a good- 
sized pickling jar, the bung well secured, and evi- 
dently containing some heavy substance. They im- 
mediately commenced opening it to share the spoil, 
when, on removing the — they were greatly as · 
tounded in beholding the body of a large-sized 
infant, apparently preserved in spirits, devoid of any 
clothing. It appeared to have been a six or eight 
months’ child, and on the forehead was a cut, as if 
from a blow by some sharp instrument. Mr Bain, a 
surgeon of Poplar, examined the wound, and did not 
think that it had caused death; the skull was not 
fractured. A coroner’s inquest was held on Satur- 
day, and a verdict of Found dead returned.— 
Evening Paper. 

MorrTatity ix Lonpon.—The total number of 
deaths in the metropolis, during the week ending 
last Saturday, was 1,121; and the number of births 
1,339. The weekly average of deaths, for the last 
five years, is 963; and of the five winters 1,039. 
The returns give 30 deaths from small-pox. — 
Globe. 

Destructive Frre IN CREATSIDRB.— A fire of an 
alarming nature broke out on Thursday morning 
early, on the premises occupied by Messrs Courtold, 
Taylors, and Courtold, in Gutter lane, crape and silk 
merchants. ‘The fire spread with such rapidity that 
the inmates had barely time to escape for their lives. 
They consisted of Mr P. A. Taylor, jun., his wife, 
and two female servants. One of the latter, Caroline 
Norris, àa young woman about twenty-five, was so 
severely injured that for two hours after the fire 
was extinguished she was insensible. It appears 
that she jumped from the second floor, intending to 
fall upon the sheet fire escape, which several persons 
were holding underneath. The flames, however, 
bursting through the warehouse window with vio- 
lence, they drove some of the parties back, and 
instead of falling into the centre of the escape, she 
fell at the side, ard from thence on to the stone 
pavement. The housekeeper was saved by throw. 
ing herself into the escape sheet. The damage done 
to Messrs Courtold, Taylors, and Co.’s property is 
estimated at near £10,C00. . 

_ Destructive Fine at GREENWIcH.—Shortly before 
eight o clock on Sunday night, a fire, involving the 
destruction of property to the amount of between 
£40,000 and £50,000, occurred on the extensive pre- 
mises belonging to Messrs E. H. and G. Endersley. 


patent rope, twine, and canvas manufacturers, East 
Greenwich. The fire was found to be burning in 
the rope-walk at the rear of the factory, but how it 
originated is not at present known. e supposi- 
tion is, therefore, that the fire either arose from 
spontaneous combustion, or was wilfully raised b 
some incendiary. It was not extinguished until 
daybreak on Monday 3 Of the main fac- 
tory, which was a noble building overlooking the 
“‘Thames—in fact, the most prominent object on that 
side of the river between Greenwich hospital and 
Woolwich—nothing remained but its lofty walls, 
which, in the course of the day, were blown down 
with tremendous force by the wind. The machinery 
it contained was most extensive, and its immense 
value can be better judged from the fact that its 
completion has occupied a space of ten years. The 
rope gallery, adjoining the manufactory, 1s a quarter 
of a mile in length; about 100 feet is gone, and, but 
for the firemen cutting off the communication, the 
whole would have been leveled to the ground. The 
amount of insurances effected on the pro does 
not exceed £6,000. Unhappily, upwards of 260 
workmen are thrown out of employment by this 
calamitous event. 


Miss Os gonxR's CAsB.—At the Middlesex ses- 
sions on Wednesday, the daughter of Sir John 
Osborne, it was expected, would take her trial for 
shop-lifting. The prosecutor (a person named 
Allum) left the court for the purpose of collecting 
the witnesses, but so soon as he left, the policeman 
(who is also a witness) went in search of the prose- 
cutor, and so on throughout the entire day, one 
going in search of another, until at last there was 
not one witness to be found, with the exception of 
the policeman. At eight o’clock the grand jury en- 
tered the court with the last billfound. The judge 
(Sergeant Adams) said that it was an extraordinary 
circumstance that the witnesses in Miss Osborne’s 
case were not forthcoming. An officer of the court 
said there had been one in court a short time since, 
but he was half drunk. He went away again, and 
said he was going to look for some other witnesses. 
The Judge: —“ It is an extraordinary proceeding. 
Let the whole of their recognisances be estreated, 
with the exception of the policeman's; and the pro- 
secutor can, if he like, press the indictment at the 
next sessions.’ So ended this scandalous farce, and 
libel upon the maxim that in England there is equal 
justice for the rich and for the poor ! 


‘CHRISTIAN Buriat !”—At Clerkenwell poliec 
office, on Tuesday, the abominable state of Spafields 
burial ground was brought under the notice of the 
court. The ground, it was stated, did not exceed 
two acres in extent, and was not competent to admit 
a greater number of burials, in the aggregate, than 
3,000; and yet, the annual number of interments 
amounted to 1,500! Bodies were taken up after 
they had lain in the ground not more than four days, 
and chopped up — consumed by fire in a bone - 
house !—Catherine Murray, whose back-windows 
command a view of the grave-yard, stated that she 
had seen the gravediggers throw up parts of human 
bodies with their shovels, and chop them up.— 
Another witness, formerly a gravedigger in the 
ground, confessed that bodies were commonly disin- 
terred shortly after burial, to make room for others. 
He had often dug up as many as 20 corpses in making 
a deep grave; and when a body had been buried, in 
the presence of friends, eight feet deep, it was after- 
wards taken up, and just covered over with soil.— 
On one occasion, the gravediggers were observed, 
by an unseen spectator, to drag a body from its 
grave by the hair of the head. A cry of O! you 
villains!“ alarmed them in their disgusting work, and 
they precipitately covered up the corpse.—A lady, 
who had been driven from the neighbourhood by the 
stench, informed the bench that the bodies were 
burnt during the night.—Inspector Penny said he 
had visited the bone-house, and found a large quan- 
tity of sound coffins broken up—coffins of adults and 
children. The wood was used for the fires. He 
found the smell intolerable.—The sitting magistrate 
advised the complainants fo bring the matter under 
the consideration of the board of guardians. The 
poor law commissioners and parish authorities of 
Clerkenwell have since taken up the matter—the 
depositions of the witnesses were laid before the 
Board of Guardians on Monday, who have resolved 
to indict the parties concerned at the session, 

Dalmas, the murderer whose life was spared on 
the ground of insanity, is to be transported. Being 
considered insane, he was some time since sent to 
Bethlehem ; but the medical officers there have pro- 
nounced him of sound mind; so he is to be trans- 
ported for life. It is now surmised that he had 
counterfeited insanity, and tricked the doctors who 
examined him at Horsemonger Lane gaol. 


THe Murver at Hanrsteap.—On Wednesday, 
at the Marylebone police-office, Thomas Henry 
Hocker, a young man liyjng at Portland Town, who 
is a teacher of music, was charged with being con- 
cerned in the murder. Hocker was an acquaintance 
of the deceased. Having a good deal of money in 
his possession the day after the murder, he was 
suspected of being accessory to it; and, on Tuesday 
night, the police arrested him in his lodging. He 


-opened the door to the officers; and, when they said 


they must take him into custody for the murder, he 
merely remarked that he knew Delarue. The police 
went up to his room, where they found his brother 
in bed. When he knew that Thomas was a prisoner, 
the brother said, Tom, tell the policeman all you 
know about it; for he can sce that you are telling 
him a lie!“ Hocker then took a watch from under 
the pillow, and gave it to an officer, saying, It is 
Delarue’s; he gave it to me last Friday morning, 
about ten o’clock, to sell for him.” He also gave 
up three duplicates of property belonging to him, 


which he had pledged in September and October 
last. Little money was found in his possession. 
2 six letters, written by a female, were dis- 
covered in his room. It was proved that Mr Dela- 
rue left home at ten o' clock on Friday morning: 
and Inspector Shackell said he had learned that he 
was seen with a watch and a chain attached to it 80 
late as two o’clock on that day. When asked by 
the magistrate what he had to say to the charge, the 
prisoner replied—‘‘I can call witnesses forward to 
rove that I did not leave my house on Friday even- 
ing till ten minutes or a — to eight; that is all 
I have to say to-day.” He was remanded till yester- 
day. The inquest was resumed on Thursday. 
James Hocker, the brother of Thomas, was present 
in custody, having been arrested on the coroner’s 
warrant; but Thomas Hocker was not forthcoming, 
and Mr Wakley refused to go into the investigation 
of the charge against him in his absence; complain- 
ing bitterly of the obstruction which was continually 
raised to the bringing prisoners before him in similar 
cases. The inquest was again adjourned to Saturday ; 
Mr Wakley threatening to resign if he were thwarted 
in having Hocker brought before the jury. On 
Saturday the inquest was again resumed; but, 
notwithstanding that Mr Wakley had obtained from 
Sir James Graham an order for the production of 
the prisoner, he did not appear, and the jury again 
adjourned. It appears that the governor of the 
Coldbath Fields prison had received strict orders 
from the magistrates not to allow any prisoner 
charged with any serious offence to leave the walls, 
without their special authority. On Monday, how- 
ever, the prisoner, Thomas Hocker, as well as his 
brother, James, were brought up in custody before 
Mr Wakley and the Bot at the Yorkshire Gre 
tavern, Hampstead. The inquest room was crowded. 
Here evidence was produced, most clearly impli- 
cating Thomas Hocker in the murder, but acquitting 
his brother. The police proved that clothes belong- 
ing to him were found covered with blood. A pair 
of trousers, stockings, and a mackintosh, all bloody, 
were discovered at his lodging, and also a shoe- 
maker's pincers stained with blood. Blood was 
also observed on the shirt and coat in which he was 
dressed; and on his person a purse which belonged 
to Delarue was found. He pretends that a woman 
ave him some money on Saturday; but this she 
— It will be recollected that a letter was found 


on the deceased’s person, appointing to meet him at 


a certain place, and which bore the signature, Ca- 
roline.“ Among the papers at the supposed mur- 
derer's lodgings has been discovered an exact copy 
of that letter, and, on their being compared, the 
handwriting (which has been proved to be that of 
Thomas Henry Hocker) in both are identical. A 
third black kid glove, covered with blood, was found 
in the clothes of the deceased, and, on its being 
compared with the one discovered by the police at 
Hocker's residence, it is found exactly to match. In 
fact, the evidence against the prisoner was 80 
complete—his father and other friends furnishing 
particulars of his movements on the day in question 
—that the jury did not hesitate in returning a ver- 
dict of Wilful murder against Thomas Henry 
Hocker.“ The witnesses were bound over to appear 
at the Old Bailey. 


PROVINCIAL. 


THE INCREASE OF THE NAVY ESTIMATES. 
GREAT MEETING AT BIRMINGHAM, 
(Abridged from the Birmingham Pilot.) 


We stated last week that the Mayor, in compliance 
with a numerously signed requisition, had called u 
town’s meeting for Tuesday evening, to consider 
the proposal made by the government to increase the 
navy estimates by 4000 men, and one million pounds 
sterling of money,” and adopt such resolutions 
thereon as might be considered necessary. Notwith- 
standing but little effort was made to give publicity 
to the requisition, and on ‘Tuesday evening the 
weather was most unseasonable, the magnificent 
building was filled by one of the most influential 
assemblages that ever met within its walls. ‘The 
floor was completely filled, chiefly by the working 
classes ; the side galleries were occupied by ladies ; 
the great gallery, in the distance, was also well filled ; 
and on the platform were a number of the dissenting 
clergy, several town councillors, and most of our fel- 
low townsmen who are known to take a leading 

art in all questions which affect the public weal. 

ot a single policeman was in attendance during 
the whole evening, it being the wish of the requisition- 
ists that none should be asked to attend. At a 
quarter past seven o' clock, 


Mr Councillor Perry moved, and the Rev. Tuomas 
MoraGan seconded, the motion, that Joseph Sturge, 
Esq., do take the chair. The motion was carried 
unanimously. 


Mr Sruner, on taking the chair, was hailed with 
a general burst of acclamation. He said he had 
been called upon to fill that situation quite unexpec- 
tedly, in consequence of serious illness in the mayor's 
family. A deputation waited upon the mayor that 
morning, and he then expressed his full intention of 
being present. Incompetent as he ( Mr S.) felt him- 
self to discharge the duties of chairman, he knew 
from experience that the orderly conduct of the au- 
dience made it a comparatively easy task in Birming- 
ham (hear, hear). He need not say that he 
heartily sympathised with the object of that meeting 
—one of whose leading features was to protest 
against an increase of one million sterling in the navy 
estimates, in this time of profound peace (cheers). 
Though there had been nearly thirty years’ peace in 
Europe, and about fourteen and a half millions ster- 
ling were already annually expended in the support 
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of the army and navy, one million more was to be 
taken from the hard earnings of the people of Eng- 
land (cheers). They were told this was necessary 
for the protection of the commerce of this country ; 
but he knew something about chartering and insur- 
ing ships, and he did not hesitate to say, that if the 
whole of the navy were scuttled to-morrow, and 
sent to the depths of the ocean, he could go to 
Lloyd's and insure ships and cargo without paying 
one shilling more premium, and he could charter 
vessels to any _ of the globe without paying any 
more for freight, and yet they were told it was 
for the protection of commerce that one million 
sterling was to be added to our present burdens 
(cheers). Another reason urged was, that it was 
„ the navy should be increased in order 
to put down the slave trade; but while we had 
already thus spent upwards of twenty millions to 
— down that abominable traffic, it had more than 
bled (shame). England had forty-nine ships, 
ten of them steamers, employed to prevent it; and 
the French, from a natural jealousy, had sent out 
forty-eight ships, with no ler motive than to see 
that Englishmen themselves did not carry on the 
slave trade [hear]. That was one illustration, 
and many others might be found, that the way most 
likely to involve us in war is to increase our naval 
armament [hear, hear]. They were told, too, 
that the proposed increase was necessary on account 
of the increaséd extent of our colonial possessions, 
and allusion had been more particularly made to In- 
dia and China. But it was well known, that if any 
such force appeared to be needful, it was because we 
had gained our footing there by war and bloodshed, 
and almost every species of atrocity [cheers]. 
After entering into various shocking details of the 
wholesale destruction of life during the Chinese war, 
Mr Sturge con ed: — Well might the emperor of 
China say, . rever Christians go, they whiten 
the soil with human bones, and I will not have 
Christianity in my empire.” He (Mr Sturge) was 
one, and he knew there were thousands, who would 
— him in protesting against paying their money to 
eep up such a system as this (cheers). They 
were often told of our successful and glorious wars ; 
but what did they think these glorious wars had cost 
us? Upwards of three thousand millions of money, 
and 1,800,000 of the lives of Englishmen; and this 
country has paid five hundred millions to keep up a 
standing army and navy since the close of the war in 
1813 (shame, shame). It was well knows that in- 
ternational differences have been settled to the satis- 
faction of all parties by a reference to friendly pow- 
ers; and were it not that those who hold the reins 
of government in their hands derive a large revenue 
for themselves and their friends from the system of 
war, that course might be universally adopted 
(hear, hear, and cheers). He, however, did not 
expect we should obtain a removal of this enor- 
mous evil by our present representatives, when he 
found that there were in the House of Commons, 
two admirals, one general, one lieutenant-general, 
seven major-generals, twenty-two colonels, thirty- 
two lieutenant-colonels, seven majors, sixty-seven 
captains in the army and navy, twelve lieutenants, 
and two cornets, making a total of one hundred and 
fifty-two naval and military officers who voted away 
the people’s money to support naval and military 
establishments (loud cheers). But this was only 
a small part of the corrupt influence which is brought 
to bear in support of this system; he doubted whe- 
ther there were half-a-dozen aristocratic families, 
some members of which had not an interest in keep- 
ing itup. He thought, that before they complained 
of other nations, they ought to see that their own 
hands were clean; and he wished to impress upon 
his working friends never to enlist (loud cheers). 
So long as the aristocracy of this country could find 


Messrs T. MorGan and T. Poxon, ministers of the 
gospel, moved and seconded the first resolution. 

Several other gentlemen addressed the meeting, 
after which, the following petition to parliament, 
embodying the resolutions, was adopted :— 


To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of 

Great Britain and Ireland, in Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of the Inhabitants of the Borough of 
Birmingham, and others, present at a Public Meeting, 
convened by the Mayor of the said Borough, pursuant to 
a Requisition, and held in the Town Hall there, on the 
25th day of February, 1845, 

SHowEeTH—That your petitioners solemnly protest against the 
increase of the navy estimates, lately proposed by the govern- 
ment, for the following amongst other reasons :— 

Because the speech from the throne, at the opening of the 
present session of parliament, contains the strongest assurances 
of the continuance of peace, which is the surest protection our 
commerce can enjoy, and any increase in our naval and military 
establishment, while it must necessarily add to the jealousy of 
other nations and the consequent risk of provocation to war, is 
inconsistent with that — in the divine protection to 
which the speech refers. 

Because all past history shows that an appeal to arms is un- 
availing as a means of procuring asettlement of differences, and 
that, after a profuse te ae of blood and treasure, the dis- 
puted points have still had to be settled by negotiation or refer- 
ence. 

Because it is capable of the most abundant proof, that refer- 
ence to one or more friendly powers, of differences between na- 
tions, is a far more effectual and satisfactory mode of settling 
international disputes. 

Because, in the opinion of many present at this meeting, and 
we believe a large and increasing number of our fellow-country- 
men, all naval and military est»blishments are not only entirely 
needless and an incalculable moral and pecuniary injury to the 
nation, but that war in every shape is opposed to the true inter- 
ests of mankind, and altogether contrary to the spirit and pre- 
cepts of Christianity. 

our petitioners therefore pray that no increase of the navy 

estimates be granted, and that prompt measures may be taken 
whereby all points of international dispute with foreign powers 
may be referred for arbitration. 

And your petizioners will ever pray, &c. 

Signed by the direction and on the behalf of the said meeting, 

JOSEPH STURGE, Chairman. 


MEETING oF THE MANCHESTER PEaAce Socrety.— 
A very large and influential meeting of the friends 
of peace (says the Manchester Times)—being mostly 
members of the Manchester and Salford Auxiliary 
to the London Society for the Promotion of Perma- 
nent and Universal Peace assembled to tea in the 
Town hall, on Wednesday evening, The meeting 
included a large proportion of ladies. The Rev. Dr 
Vaughan, professor of theology to, and president of, 
the Lancashire Independent college, took the chair, 
and among other gentlemen present we observed the 
following :—Dr Massie, Dr Beard, Rev. W. M‘Ker- 
row, Rev. Charles Thompson, Rev. — Voller, Rev. 
R. Fletcher, Rev. T. G. Lee, Rev. J. Wood, Rev. J. B. 
Strettles, Wm Lockett, Esq., Mayor of Salford, 
William Boulton, Esq., George Hadfield, Esq., J. 
Petty, Esq., Dr Jarrold, Mr Barton Dell, Mr Ald. 
Harvey, Mr Thos Binyon, Mr Edward Binyon, Mr 
John M‘Quigan, Mr James Hall. A long report of 
the speeches made on the occasion, is given in the 
above journal, but the crowded state of our columns 
will not allow us to copy them. The following re- 
solutions or sentiments were adopted and spoken to 
in the course of the evening :— 

„That this society, believing the time is fully come 
for making additional efforts to extend the divine prin- 
2 of peace, earnestly recommends its friends to con- 
sider an noon practical measures for its general diffu- 
sion among all classes of the community, but especially 
among the masses of the people.” 

ee That the increasing influence of the pacific principles 
of the gospel is a call upon our gratitude to the Almighty 
Arbiter of Events, and should stimulate us to patient 
and persevering efforts in a cause which has God for its 


author, and the present and future well-being of man 
for its ends.“ 

„That, as the principles of this society on the subject 
of war are derived from divine revelation, they claim the 
support of every Christian; and the day may be con- 
fidently anticipated when they will be universally 
adopted, and form the basis of international law 


men foolish enough to go to be shot at for thirteen 

ence a day, they might depend upon it they would 
— a standing army and navy (applause). But 
he was glad to find that in many parts of the country, 
the people were imbibing better principles, and the 
recruiting sergeant found great difficulty in persuad- 
ing them to enlist. It was also his opinion that the 
disciples of Christ ought not to be found employed 
in making muskets and swords. He had alluded to 
the impolicy and expense of war, but he would 
appeal to them upon higher and holier grounds. He 
mainly opposed this system, because it was entirely 
inconsistent with the principles of Christianity. He 
did not believe that we could wilfully take the life 
of any human being, in any part of the globe, without 
trampling underfoot that great principle of universal 
obligation upon Christians, of doing unto others as 
we would they should do unto us (applause). 
Christianity is emphatically a religion of peace, of 
love, and benevolence, and it is taught us that it 
was not to be limited in its exercise by colour, or 
clime, or geographical boundaries (hear, hear). 
It teaches us that in whatever region we find a man, 
he must be treated as a brother; and even if he 
should injure us we were not to subdue him by 
retaliation and by vengeance, but by kindness 

hear, et) It was through an awful violation of 
these sacred obligations that 

„Lands intersected by a narrow frith 
Abhor each other ; 
Mountains placed between, 


Make enemies of nations who had else, 
Like kindred drops, been mingled into one.” 


He rejoiced in the persuasion that a large number of 
his fellow-townsmen and fellow-countrymen had a 
true Christian abhorrence of war; and though their 
rulers might now turn a deaf ear to their petitions 
and remonstrances, if we should this evening en- 
courage each ocher in this abhorrence, not against 
those engaged in it, but against the system, that 
meeting would not have been held in vain. The 
Chairman then resumed his seat amidst loud applause. 


throughout the world.“ 

Spirited and interesting addresses were delivered by 
the chairman, Dr Massie, Dr Beard, Mr M Kerrow, 
and other ministers and gentlemen. 

Great MxRTINO at LIVERPOOL.—A crowded pub- 
lic meeting of the friends of free trade in Liverpool 
was held on Thursday evening, at the Theatre Royal, 
to consider the propriety of protesting against the 
continuance of vexatious and unequal taxation — 
William Browne, Esq., in the chair. The speakers 
were W. Rathbone, Esq.; C. Holland, Esq.; C. 
Robertson, Esq.; Richard Sheil, Esq. ; and George 
Thompson, Esq.; who proposed and seconded the 
following resolutions in able, argumentative, and 
lucid speeches :— 

That we fully approve of that portion of Sir Robert 
Peel’s financial scheme which relates to the abolition of 
taxes on raw materials, and the greater freedom of our 
internal industry, so vitally important to the operative 
classes and the general prosperity of the country.“ 

„That, while we advocate the principle of direct tax- 

ation, to be levied in the form of an equitable property 
tax, to meet the exigencies of the state, we distinctly 
protest against the impolicy and injustice of any tax 
raised to support a system of monopolies detrimental to 
the industry, and restrictive of the commerce, of this 
country.“ 
The deficiencies of Sir Robert's schemes were fully 
pointed out, the trickery of the proposed sugar duties 
ably exposed, and the income tax fully denounced 
by the various speakers. 


Sm R. Peet’s FINANCIAL Scueme.—The effects 
of the proposed changes are already developing them- 
selves at Ipswich, some of the 445i having 
for days past been selling sugar at a reduetion of one 
penny per pound. — Ipswich Express. 


Tun CniuxT-swW REUS Act.—A< little boy, only 
eight years old, has been suffocated in a chimney 
which he was sent up to clean, at Bridgenorth. A 
young man named . who took the child to 
sweep the chimney, has been committed for trial, 


on coroner’s warrant, for 


. 


SHArrespury ELROrION.— Richard Brinsley Sheri- 
dan, Esq., has been requested by a number of elec- 
tors, of all shades of political feeling, to allow himself 
to be put in nomination; and the address has re- 
ceived so many signatures, as to place his return be- 
yond all doubt, and to preclude the 2 ity of 
success on the part of any opponent. Sheridan 
is a tory-whig, in favour of the corn laws. 

Porutar Epvcation.— Lectures BY Mn Vin- 
CENT.—Upon the subject of Popular Education,“ 
two admirable lectures were delivered by Mr Henry 
Vincent, on Wednesday and Thursday evenings, at 
the New hall, London street, Reading. As we fully 
anticipated, this great orator attracted large and 
highly respectable audiences, amounting on each 
occasion to about eight hundred persons, who listened 
to the able exposition of the subject with feelings of 
delight, and the eloquence with which his views were 
presented to them was duly appreciated, if we 
might regard as a criterion the general and enthusi- 
astic plaudits which accompanied his observations. 
From the anxiety which appeared to prevail, we are 
led to believe that a very 3 feeling of interest 
has been awakened in Reading upon popular educa- 
tion, which we fain hope may lead to some practical 
effects, by exciting more extended efforts to promul- 
gate the inestimable blessings of education amongst 
the humbler and depraved classes of ae 9 tesiding 
in the more obscure parts of the borough. Among 
the friends and supporters of Mr Vincent, who ac- 
companied him on the platform, were—J. Sleeman, 
Esq., W. Morley, Esq., the Rev. W. Legg, Messrs 
Barrett, James Boorne, G. Jacobs, J. Smith, W. Ex- 
all, G. Loveioy, G. Palmer, B. Cowderoy, &c., &c. 
At the close of the second lecture, a unanimous and 
cordial vote of thanks to Mr Vincent, for his able 
and instructive lectures, was carried with acclama- 
tion.— Abridged from the Reading Mercury. 

The nail masters of Dudley have agreed to advance 
wages ten per cent., and a similar advance has been 
agreed upon at Bromsgrove. 

A Petition from 1121 of the inhabitants of the 
parish of St Giles, in Reading, against increasing 
the navy estimates, was sent to London, a few days 
since, to be presented to the House of Commons. 


Buxton, Bart.—The mortal remains of this late re- 
spected baronet were interred on Thursday last at 

vertrand church, Norfolk. The whole arrange- 
ments were conducted in the most simple and un- 
ostentatious manner. At twelve o’clock the proces- 
sion left Northrepp hall, the residence of the de- 
ceased; but long before that time, the roads were 
lined by the inhabitants of the surrounding villages, 
anxious to pay their last tribute of respect to the 


were attired in their best garments, and many of the 
women had black ribbon on their bonnets. The 
greater part of the tradesmen of Cromer had their 
shops closed during the day. 

RRRLLIOUs FarmMers.—At the annual meetin 
of the Cambridgeshire and Isle of Ely Farmers 
association, on Friday, several of the speakers gave 
the members for the county, Mr Yorke, Mr Allix, 
and Mr Eaton, notice that they would never again 
be allowed to sit in the House of Commons. Mr 
Witt said, Sir Robert Peel had repealed the auction 
duty, that they might, he supposed, be all sold up 
cheaply. When the question of decreasing the 
taxes was before the House, Mr Miles and Colonel 
Sibthorp had said a word in favour of the farmer; 
but what had their own representatives said? 
Why nothing. The farmers had now a right to 
speak out, and he for one would tell their three 
members that the term of their lease had nearly ex- 
pired: when it was out, he would ask them, as their 
landlords did the farmers, how they had kept all the 
covenants of it; and if they found that those cove- 
nants had not been kept, would the farmers renew 
their lease? These sentiments were loudly cheered. 

FossIL Remains.—CromMER.—The late high tides 
have partly uncovered the lignite beds along the 
base of the cliffs; and among the fossil remains of 
that stratum have been found a fine specimen of the 
lower jaw of a rhinoceros, with the seven molar 
teeth, in good preservation ; together with molars of 
the elephant, hippopotamus, and beaver. One of 
those rare implements, the celt, supposed to have 
been in use among the aboriginal Britons, has also 
been found on the beach. They are all in the col- 
lection of Mr Simons, at the bath house.—Cambridge 
Advertiser. 

A Train Overnoarp.—A curious accident, for- 
tunately unattended with any serious result, occurred 
to the one o’clock down train on Thursday. Ac- 
cording to custom, the train stopped just outside 
the gates crossing the Itchen Bridge road, whilst 
the passengers gave up their tickets, and was drawn 
from thence into the terminus yard by a rope at- 
tached to the locomotive, which ran on a side line 
of rails. The rope was detached at the usual place, 


by their own impetus, but the breaksman having 
neglected to apply the break, they ran with con- 
siderable force beyond the stopping point, and came 
into collision with a horse box then standing on the 
line, which was forced against the wall abutting on 
on the road opposite the Dock house. The bricks 
and mortar crumbled down before the shock like a 
wall of sand, and the horse box and one of the 
carriages went into the road. The passengers were 
tumbled upon each other, but beyond the fright no 
harm was done.—Hants Independent. ! 
ConvicTION OF A Quack Docrorn.—Thomas 
Robertson, who was formally a soldier, was found 
uilty of man-slaughter at the Carlile assizes, for kill- 
ing a man with a medicine containing corrosive subli- 
mate, which he had prescribed for him; the prisoner 
acting as a doctor for labouring people. He was 


sentenced to an imprisonment of four months. 
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memory of the departed baronet. The peasantry — 


leaving the carriages to run under the platform shed 
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rison at Worcester, implicated in the murder of 
taite, the Earl of Coventry's gamekeeper. 

Six men have been committed for trial by the 
Salisbury magistrates, for a desperate attack on 

mekeepers at Fovant Wood, in January last. 
Four of the poachers were much injured in the 
fight ; and the whole party engaged in it were more 
or less hurt. 

Tue Lammonsy Murper.—The trial of the woman 
of Lammonby, who destroyed her child by holding 
it on the fire, was to have taken place at the present 


Carlisle assizes; but it has been yr ned, that the 
chief witness against the woman, her little daughter, 


may receive such instruction as will enable the judge 
to fet het be sworn. 


IRELAND. 


Tory Sianver or SIR Rosert Peer.—The Dublin 
Evening Mail has published an article on the cha- 
racter and objects of Sir Robert Peel, asserting that 
he has one million sterling embarked in trade, and 
that his personal interests on this account have in- 
„ his movements in the direction of free trade. 

is is a good specimen of tory effrontery. 

DisxissAL or an Inish Magistrate.—The Lord 
Chancellor has dismissed from the commission of the 
peace, for the county of Limerick, Mr Langford, who 

as been for some years one of the most active 
magistrates in that county. Mr Langford, who has 
been a rather prominent member of the conservative 
pert) was rémoved in consequence of certain pro- 
ceedings, several months since, respecting opposition 
to a distress for rent. 

Tun Grant to Marnootu.—Incredible as it may 
appear, the opposition to the increased grant is not 
ikely to be confined to the 48 represented by Mr 
n and gentlemen of his school of theology. 
at if the hon. member for Kent were to find for 
his allies Irish friars and Irish Roman catholic 
laymen? And yet such a junction seems by no 
means improbable ; for already, as in the case of the 
Catholic Bequests act, have symptoms of a division 
manifested themselves through the columns of the 
Roman catholic journals, in the shape of letters of 
remonstrance from lay and clerical correspondents, 
who appear to regard the project as another bold 
effort of Sir R. Peel to bribe the Roman catholic 
church, in order ultimately to connect it with the 
state. Times. [All the man catholic journals, 
however, approve of the grant, lamenting that it is 
only too small. } 

HE Rarnway Mantra has, in the absence of all ex- 
Citing political questions, infected the sister king- 
dom. The Dublin correspondent of the Times 
Writes :—‘‘ For some months past a perfect mania in 
railway speculations has seized the public mind, and 
the disease appears just now to have nearly reached 
a crisis. Gambling in shares is carried on here to an 
unprecedented extent. Considerable sums of money 
have been ‘ won’ by 12 whose amount of capi- 
tal is so circumscribed as to “preclude all chance of 
ultimate loss to the parties, while, without the risk 
of a single guinea, or being called on to pay the first 
instalment, many have been gainers to the amount 
of hundreds. A reaction, however, cannot be long 
oer and even thus early the symptoms are at 

and. 

How Ax Irish Rergater Estimatrs A MAN. 
% Who is Mr Roebuck, and what is he> Whence 
flows—through what devious currents, from what 
obscure fountain, flows his thin and acid blood? We 
have looked at the flatteries of the peerage and com- 
monage for any courtly lie by which he could hide 
his personal insignificance. Vainly have we looked.“ 
Nation. [The other repeal journals are equally 
liberal in their abuse of the hon. member for Bath. 
The Dublin Pilot professes to have looked into the 
‘“‘ Newgate Calendar for Mr Roebuck’s pedigree— 
and characterises him as a “ plunderer,’”’ a blood- 
sucking little horse-fly,’’ a highwayman in heart,“ 
&c., &c. The Belfast Vindicator speaks of him as 
‘an 8 an ignorant and pert person,“ who has 
tried his hand at everthing, from half-penny know- 
ledge newspapers to the national agency of an insur- 
gent colony, and now endeavours to saddle the 
% mendicant incomes ’”’ of Ireland with “ the visita- 
tion of the income tax,” &c., &c.] 


| Postscript. 
Wednesday, March 5th, 1846. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

The morning sitting yesterday in the House of 
Commons was occupied with the further considera- 
tion of Lord G. Somerset’s consolidation bills in 
committee. Colonel Sibthorp made his now usual 
diurnal protest against all railways. 

-Rattways. — At the five o’clock sitting, Lord 
GRANVILLE SoMERSET brought under the attention of 
the House the report of the committee appointed to 
inquire into the best mode of constituting commit- 
tees on railway bills. The results of the labours 
of the committee are summed up in twenty-two re- 
solutions, recommended for the adoption of the 
House, which suggest the appointment of a committee 
of classification on railway bills, to which shall be re- 
erred the grouping of all rival or competing railway 
projects, with many minor details, to enable the 
committee of selection to constitute committees on 
railway bills of members free from personal or local 
bias or influence, and to secure their steady atten- 
dance during the investigation of the project or pro- 
— which they may be appoi to examine. 

e first four resolutions were put and agreed to 
sertatim, without remark; but a discussion arose 
on ry fifth, which provides that every mem- 
100 ‘that 7 85 commi shall sign a declara- 
ti er he nor his constituents possess 


No ae than ten snot, said to be poachers, are | any local or 4 interest in the particular 


lines on which he is called upon to decide. 
Eventually the resolution was agreed to; Sir R. 
Peel having pointed out that by the order made last 
session, every member who now served in a rail way 
committee, was called upon to declare“ I, A. B., 
have no personal interest, and my constituents have 
no local interest in (blank) railway.“ A conversa- 
tion afterwards took place on another resolution, 
respecting the constitution of the railway depart- 
ment of the Boardof Trade. Objections were taken 
to the want of publicity attending its investigations. 
Sir R. PRRL confessed that he had a strong prepos- 
session in favour of the constitution of that Board, 
He passed a high eulogium on the intelligence and 
assiduous attention which his noble friend at the 
head of it had bestowed on the different railway 
projects which had come before him. All the re- 

tts of the Board would be in the hands of mem- 

rs before Easter, and he would recommend them 
to their attention. A resolution, rendering the attend- 
ance of members of railway committees compulsory, 
raised much discussion, but was eventually agreed to. 
After a speech from Sir R. Peel, defending the 
Railway Board, and setting forth in strong terms the 
objections to transferring the powers of the House, 
and constituting an independent tribunal, the whole 
of the resolutions were agreed to. 

Fre.p-GARDEN ALLOTMENTs.—Mr Cowrn moved 
for leave to bring in a bill on this subject, identical 
with that proposed last session. His bill would con- 
tain nothing compulsory—it would only enable in- 
dividuals in a parish, who were kindly inclined to 
the labourers, to carry their intentions of providing 
them with land into effect, with safety to themselves 
and with security to the landlord. It adopted a 
parochial organisation, and made provision for 
taking from the poor rates a certain sum of money, 
to secure to the landlord the rent of the land let out 
by him to the labourer. It was quite unde- 
niable that the allotment system could pay itself; 
but his bill provided an easy mode of recovering 
possession of the land, whenever the rent was 
unpaid by the labouring man who held it. He 
enlarged at some length upon the benefits likely 
to result from the adoption of the plan. A short 
discussion then ensued. Mr B. Escott, Lord John 
Manners, and Mr Crawford, speaking in favour of 
the bill, and the allotment system generally. Mr 
Hume thought, that if the system which he recom- 
mended were carried into effect, it would bring upon 
this country all the evil which Ireland had suffered 
from the too great subdivision of land. Objecting to 
certain portions of the bill, Sir James Graham had 
no objection to the introduction of the measure. 
The motion was then agreed to. 

Mr Ewart’s motion on indirect taxation was post- 
poned to next Tuesday, and Mr Ward’s motion on 
the peculiar burdens on land to Tuesday week. 


Tue Hovsz or Lorps sat for a short time last 
night, but their 8 were of little importance. 
The Duke of Richmond, in presenting petitions 
relative to agricultural distress, said that, when 
the measure for remitting taxes came up to their 
lordships, he would feel it his duty to move to 
expunge all those clauses which were for the 
benefit of the untaxed foreigner and brought 
ruin upon farmers’ labourers and their families. 
His opinion was, that free trade would be ruin to 
this country, and in all the changes that were 

roposed he saw a desire to get ot that track.“ 

rd Brougham announced that he was framing a 
measure to render the act of last session, relative to 
imprisonment for debt, more beneficial, by enabling 
creditors to get free access to the wages or salaries of 
debtors who might have no other effects.—Lord 
Denman presented a petition from a person, who 
stated that he had been three years in prison owin 
to a conscientious objection to taking an oath; an 
that the same scruple prevented him from obtaining 
the county allowance, by which he was reduced to a 
state of positive destitution. The Lord Chancellor 
promised te take the matter into consideration, with 


the view of ascertaining if any remedy could be pro- 


vided for such cases.—In reply to Lord Campbell, it 
was stated by the Lord Chancellor that there was no 
intention on the part of the government of intro- 
ducing, during the present session, a bill for the re- 
form of the ecclesiastical courts. 


William Deedes, Esq., was, on Monday, elected 
member for East Kent, in the rooin of Sir E. Knatch- 
bull, who is about to accept a peerage. ‘There was 
much ok amongst the farmers at the par- 
liamentary conduct of the late Paymaster of the 
Forces, who had sacrificed the agricultural interests 
to his love of place and honours. They, therefore, 
extorted some vague pledges from the new member. 

First ARRIVAL OF SUGAR FROM THE UNITED 
States.—On Sunday last the American ship Fran- 
conia arrived in this port, !\ringing, as part of her 
cargo, twelve hogsheads of Louisiana sugar. This 
is the first arrival of American grown sugar in this 
country, but we suspect that it is only the beginning 
of a trade which will, in a few years, become a very 
considerable one, if the new sugar duties of Sir R. 
Peel should pass in their present form.—Liverpool 
Times. 

Szizure ron CHUncn Rates at GreENnwica.— 
Yesterday this town exhibited a scene of great ex- 
citement for some hours, owing to about twenty 
warrants having been issued to make levies upon 
the ae pte of the defaulters for church rates, most 
of whom are amongst the principal tradesmen and 
residents. The scene commenced on Blackheath 
hill, about eleven o'clock. Fitch, the (temporary) 
broker on this occasion, started with a posse of police 
constables, and a waggon and horses to carry away the 
goods seized. At several houses they could not gain 


Foreign. 


access, but where they did, property to many times 
the amount of the — 4 rate was carried off. At 
the house of a tradesman named Rogers, on Black- 
heath hill, they made a dead stand; but Mr R. had 
closed his house and shop, and barred it securely 
within. He then went up to the first-floor window, 
from which he sprang ng, vo rattle, and called out 
lustily, ‘‘ Thieves! thieves!’’ This drew an im- 
mense body of persons to the spot, and the ob- 
noxious party were received with anything but 
grateful acknowledgments. Having made the 
captures they could in this vicinity, they proceeded, 
reinforced by the police, to London street, Green- 
wich, where they made further levies. They 
finished their crusade about three o’clock in the 
afternoon, but without succeeding in getting ad- 
mission into many houses. 

Tue Murper at Hampsteap.—The investigation 
at the Marylebone Police court, adjourned from 
Wednesday last, was resumed again yesterday. The 
evidence was nearly the same as that given at the 
inquest on Monday, but every additional particular 
served to confirm the case against Thomas Hocker, 
the accused. When his father was sworn, the pri- 
soner, who had up to this time maintained the most 
apathetic composure, seemed to lose all his indiffe- 
rence-at the sight of his father, and was on the eve 
of fainting, when a chair was placed in the dock, and 
he fell rather than sat upon it. The feeling was 
only momentary, for almost immediately he rose, and 
again stood erect and calm as before. e conduct 
of the prisoner was most unaccountable. For ex- 
mw ee 

he waiter from the Swiss Cottage having been sworn, 
said:—A man came into the parlour and asked for a 
glass of rum and water; he paid me out of a shilling, 
and I noticed that he wore a sort of dark cloak. I have 
looked at the prisoner, and he is not the man. 

Prisoner (with a very peculiar smile): I am the man. 

Mr Rawlinson (astonished): Why, this is the witness 
you called for. 

Prisoner: I have no witness. 
correct. I am the man. 

Mr Rawlinson: Very well. 

Tuesday next. 
The prisoner was uncommonly cheerful, with the 
exception mentioned above, smiled frequently, and 
gave snuff out of his box to those around him who 
were inclined to try a pinch, and, strange though it 
be, his box was often in requisition. o prisoner 
was then removed to Clerkenwell. 


I want the thing to be 


The case is remanded till 


Repeat Assocration.—At the weekly meeting of 
this body, B. A. Molloy, Esq., in the chair, letters 
from Dr Brown, bishop of Elphin, and Dr M‘Hale, 
archbishop of Tuam, were 1— the former inclos- 
ing £65, the latter £127, their personal subscriptions 
and those of the clergy of their diocese. Mr O' Con- 
nell drew attention to the bill introduced into the 
House of Commons to repeal the penal statutes against 
the Roman catholics :— 

The most important part of Mr Watson’s bill was that 
which went to abolish the restrictions imposed on the 
Jesuits, and other bodies of the regular clergy, by the 
Emancipation act. For his (Mr O’Connell’s) part, he 
would declare that this measure, if suffered to pass into 
a law, would be received in Ireland as a measure of con- 
cession and conciliation, and would be considered as a 
convincing proof of the favourable disposition of the 

overnment towards this country [cheers] (!). 
He proposed a petition in its favour. r O’Connell 
said that on the next day of meeting he would give 
notice of a motion of a vote of thanks to Mr Dun- 
combe for his able exposition of the nefarious system 
of espionage and letter opening which had taken 
lace in the English Post office [a poor equivalent 
or the loss of Mr O’Connell’s, and the repeal M.P.’s, 
votes I]; and that the association do record its indig- 
nant condemnation of such conduct on the part of 
the present government [cheers]. After a speech on 
his usual stock topics, the following resolution was 
carried:— ® , 

„That this association is desirous tofimpress upon the 
people of [reland the paramount importance of an 
earnest and persevering exertion to effect a general and 
immediate registration of repealers, with a view to 
secure, at the next election, the return of members who 
will aid our national struggle for the legislative inde- 
pendence of Ireland.“ ‘ 

After some further business had been disposed of, 
Ms 2 announced the rent for the week to 
e £586. 


SwITZERLAND.—The debate in the extraordinary 
diet at Zurich, on the absorbing question of the ex- 
ulsion of the Jesuits, commenced on the 27th ult. 
‘he proceedings commenced by the Chancellor lay- 
ing before the Assembly the petitions praying for the 
expulsion of the Jesuits. They are signed by 120,000 
persons, The discussion then commenced, and the 
deputies spoke at first in the order that the respec- 
tive cantons which they represented ranked in the 
confederation. After several addresses, both for and 
against the be the Diet adjourned. 

Syria.—By the latest accounts from Lebanon we 
learn that the Druses and Maronites have come to 
open war. ‘The Maronites, with a force of 2,000 
men, attacked the Druses, and a great number of 
lives were lost on both sides, without any decided 
result either way. It was thought probable that 
England would be obliged to consent to the proposi- 
tion made by the Porte, of sending an armed force 
into the country. 
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Monday’s prices are with difficulty supported, and 
the market is flat. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
‘* A Suffragist.“ Next week, if possible: 
“ Sylvanus” is perfectly right. We have briefly 
ed at the subject of his letter. 
" i B.,“ Tooting. Yes. ) 
An article on Our Correspondence ”’ is necessaril 
withdrawn until next week. 


Terms for advertising in the Nonconformist. 
For 7 lines....68.0d. | For 10 lines....6s. Od. 
For every additional line........ 4d. 
„% Advertisements from the country must be accom- 


nied by a post-office order, or reference for payment 
n London. 
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SUMMARY. 


IN the political, as well as in * 82 
8 seems very apt to turn acid upon unhe 
aE 9 have, of iste, — 
sullied their reputation, and endangered even their 
own existence, by sugar bills. e public have 
even begun to suspect a fraud, as a matter of 
course, under every proposed alteration of the 
sugar duties. Lord John Russell breaks down on 
sugar. Sir Robert Peel exposes himself to an 
irresistible charge of inconsistency the moment he 
begins to deal with sugar. Sugar seems to put all 
the honourable members of the House of Com- 
mons, or nearly all, in the wrong place. It makes 
Mr Gladstone the great friend of negro emancipa- 
tion. It converts Mr Bernal and Mr Hume into 
supporters of monopoly. It allows the whigs to 
charge the tories with indifference to principle and 
with base hypocrisy, and it prompts them to refuse, 
even to their own principles, the aid of a vote. 
For our parts, we grow sick of sugar. The debates 
of the week are really candied by it, and if they do 
not sweeten to the public the nauseous income 
tax, it will not be the fault of the present House 
of Commons. We must despatch this subject out 
of hand. 

On Wednesday night, the ex-home secretary, 
Lord John Russell, who had previously shirked 
the question brought forward by Mr Milner 
Gibson, submitted to the House a resolution to 
the effect that the distinction between slave- 
grown and free-labour sugar is impracticable 
and illusory, and that the maintenance of it 
renders the abolition of the income tax three 

ears hence a matter of extreme improbability. 

his resolution he introduced by a speech of some- 
what moderate pretensions, and supported by a 
plan of his own, little better than that of the Pre- 
mier himself. He was replied to by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, who, considering the awkward- 
ness of the subject with which he had to deal, made 
a much neater and more successful reply than we 
remember to have come of late from his rather 
sluggish mind. He was followed by Mr Macau- 
lay, in one of those brilliant orations which have 
acquired for the hon. member for Edinburgh so 
high a reputation. His exposure of the disinter- 
ested vacillation of the West India body was a rare 
22 of felicitous sarcasm. His comparison of 

e slavery in the Brazils with that fostered by 
the southern states of North America, was wrought 
up with truth-telling power; and, perhaps, did 
more than could any direct charge, to convict the 
ministry of the nea hypocrisy. To the charms 
of oratory, Mr Macaulay added something of the 
wisdom of statesmanship; and, taking a compre- 
hensive view of a 2 usually mystified by a 
multiplicity of details, he left an impression upon 
the House, which no subsequent effort could suc- 
ceed in removing. Sir J. Graham's defence was in a 
tone of humble apology. Sir R. Peel resorted, as 
usual, to plausibility and evasion; but there were few 
members in the House of Commons, we should ima- 
gine,on Wednesday evening, who could plead igno- 
rance as to the effect of the vote they were about 
to give. Mr Macaulay’s arguments, of course, 
went for nothing on the division—so independent 
are our legislators of y trammels !—and Lord 
John Russell's resolution was rejected by a majo- 
rity of 94. 

e subject again came on for discussion on 
Friday evening, when Mr Hogg made a motion 
to equalise the duties between sugar the pro- 
duce of the British colonies, and sugar the pro- 
duce of the East Indies; but the House deter- 
mined that the consideration of any change, to be 
made in duties proposed by her Majesty’s govern- 
ment, should be teens till the bill, founded 
on the resolution before it, went into committee. 

It was resumed on Monday night, and the 
conversation on it was very desultory in its 
character. The impracticability of drawing a dis- 
tinction between the different qualities of sugar, 
and the severe loss which would be entailed on 
the revenue thereby, were strongly urged. It 
came out that government was en in making 
inquiries as to what would be the practical effect 
of their own plan. On this subject they had been 
unable, as yet, to obtain full information. They, 
therefore, consented to withdraw their resolution 
until Friday next, when they would state to the 
House whether any, and what changes, they might 
deem it expedient to propose. 


On Thursday evening Mr Bright brought for- 
ward his motion for a select committee to inquire 
into the operation of the game laws. The spirit 
of his speech extorted praise from his adversaries ; 
the facts and arguments of which it was full, de- 
monstrated how great a blessing it is for a nation 
to be ruled by a majority of country gentlemen. 
Government, probably influenced in part by the 
great increase of crime known to be produced by 
these abominable laws, conceded the point for 
which Mr Bright had contended. A committee 
will be named, and the investigation will go for- 
ward. Honestly pursued, we have no doubt it 
may be the means of effecting much good. The 
member for Durham, however, will have need of 
all his acuteness and decision of character to con- 
duct the affair to a prosperous issue. Neither of 
the great political ies in the House intended, 
Nr to his demands, to further his object. 

ey see no serious evil in the game laws. They 
regard the field sports of gentlemen as supremely 
important. To their eyes the whole subject is en- 
vironed by peculiar difficulties. They talk of 
game as property. They believe that legislation, 
which will touch the root of the evil, would be 
nothing better than a romantic day-dream ; and, 
doubtless, they will put forth their wiliest efforts 
to render the labours of this committee nugatory 
for good. We trust Mr Bright will be on his 
guard. He has a more difficult task before him 
than any in which he has before been engaged. 

Mr Duncombe succeeded, on Friday evening, 
in getting before the House his motion for sum- 
moning to its bar, for examination, certain func- 
tionaries of the Post office. The speech with which 
he prefaced it was racy, manly, confined to the 
point in hand, and exceedingly effective. He was 
seconded by Mr D'Israeli, who indulged in an 
episode upon the claims of party, and the inde- 
endence of individual members. He took Sir R. 

eel and toasted him before the fire—never, since 
the days of Brougham, has the right hon. baronet 
been so ple . His sublime mediocrity of 
talent, and his imperiousness of demeanour, were 
wonderfully brought out into relief. The picture 
actually started from the canvas — so skilfully 
were the lights and shadows arranged. One saw 
a comparatively small man occupying a position 
for which nature had never intended him — 
pompous, bustling, clever—but without a ray of 
genius, and perfectly incapable of comprehending 
any great political principle. His very oratory 
was covertly taken off by the masterly satirist. 
His trite quotations—his dexterity in availing 
himself of the reputation of others to swell his 
own—all that is characteristic of Peel—all in him 
which has made statesmanship a mere matter of 
the bureau, seemed to float before one’s vision 
until wonder was excited at the fortuitous concur- 
rence of events which had placed such a man upon 
the pinnacle of power. ell might Sir James 
Graham stigmatise the offender as a rebel, and well 
might Sir R. Peel declare that he could not 
condescend to bandy personalities with Mr 
D'Israeli. The fact is, the hon. member for 
Shrewsbury committed an unpardonable sin—he 
held the mirror up to the egotistic Premier, and 
made him see himself, not as he is in his own 
heated and enthusiastic imagination, but as he is 
in reality. No mortal can forgive an offence so 
flagrant. But to return to the debate. Lord John 
in turned his back upon himself and upon his 
friends. Ministers refused any further concession 
to Mr Duncombe than their solemn declaration 
that they knew nothing of him derogatory to him 
as a loyal subject, or as a member of the House; 
and they were supported in this their denial of 
common justice by a majority of 75. 

Other matters we can only slightly allude to. 
The new Medical Reform bill seems to have con- 
ciliated the great body of practitioners. We shall 
have other opportunities of speaking both of its 

rinciple and details. ‘The appearance of Mr 
che, one of the repeal members, on the floor of 
the House of Commons, whither he had come ex- 
press from Ireland, for the purpose of questioning 
Mr Roebuck, and, to all appearances, of seeking 
such satisfaction as “ gentlemen” require, is per- 
fectly in keeping with the tone which pervades the 
repeal press in their comments upon the recent 
speech of that gentleman. The truth is, the advo- 
cates of repeal are growing savage that the Pre- 
mier has outwitted them ; and really their oratory, 
to say nothing of their conduct, is degenerating 
into such offensive and reckless personality as to 
curdle the sympathies of all right-minded men. 

The House of Lords has been entertained by 
one of the Bishop of Exeter’s explanatory speeches. 
He would not enter upon his defence before tem- 
pees peers—he was a spiritual lord, and could not 
hold himself responsible for his episcopal proceed- 
ings to any lay assembly, however dignified! But 
he would condescend to explain his position, the 
circumstances by which he had been led into it, 
and the motives by which he had been actuated. 
Then, turning to 1 Fortescue, who had pre- 
sented certain petitions relative to the late dis- 
turbances in the diocese of Exeter, he asked, with 
the most innocent simplicity, What is all this 
about? Thereupon he launched into something 


like bitter invective upon those who had opposed 
his spiritual jurisdiction. He proved himself, of. 
course, to be a much-injured man. He thought. 
the course he had taken had been wise in all 
respects. He denied the power of parliament, or 
of the Queen in council, to interpose their au- 
thority for amending the church formularies, with- 
out the consent of a clerical convocation. He 
warned their lordships against the first approaches 
of innovation, and told them that a similar propo- 
sition, some two hundred years ago, had led the 
way to the abolition of their lordships’ house. 
Lord Brougham, who must have a finger in every- 
pie, and who vouched himself for an humble 
member of the established church, evidently sym- 
pathised with the persecuted bishop, and equally 
deprecated parliamentary interference. The Bishop 
of Norwich gave expression to some latitudinarian 
views—latitudinarian, we mean, in relation to state 
churches—for which he wassolemnly rebuked by 
the Bishop of London; whereupon the matter 
dropped. The only other matter to which refer- 
ence need be made was likewise a matter of expla- 
nation. Lord Aberdeen went into a minute and 
detailed account of the conduct of the government 
in reference to the expedition of the Italian re- 
fugees against the Neapolitan government, and 
completely cleared himself and his colleagues from 
the guilt of luring or betraying those unfortunate 
men to ruin. Nothing, however, can reconcile the 
minds of British subjects to this system of Post- 
office espionage. To be effective it must be secret, 
and, being carried on in secret, it is essentially mean 
and treacher us. 

Few words will suffice for matters out of doors. 
We point attention to the public meeting held at 
Birmingham to protest against the increase of the 
navy estimates this year, and, in connexion with 
it, to the annual meeting of the Manchester Peace 
Society, the proceedings at both which were inter- 
esting and important. The death of Baron Gurney 
awakens some painful recollections in our minds, 
but, inasmuch as he has gone to his solemn ac- 
count, we will forbear. 


EXCLUSIVE DEALING ON A NATIONAL 
SCALE. 


THE discussion in the House of Commons last 
Wednesday evening, on Lord John Russell’s mo- 
tion respecting the proposed sugar duties, and 
especially the speech of Mr Macaulay in support 
of it, have thrown up to the surfate a question well 
worthy of serious examination. It is this—How 
far governments, in the commercial policy which 
they adopt, are bound to pay regard to the mo- 
rality, whether of law or of practice, which is sanc- 
tioned by the foreign states with which they hold 
intercourse. Brazil, for example, is a slave-holding 
state. The sugar exported from that country is 
prepared by slaves. there any general principle 
of morality binding upon the government of Great 
Britain to resent the wrong done to humanity, and 
to prohibit, by its fiscal regulations, the introduc- 
tion into our market of an article known to be 
produced at the cost of every dictate of justice ? 

We are not now about to discuss the matter in 
this particular and concrete form of it. We have 
many reasons for preferring to view it apart from 
all the commercial interests and philanthropic 
feelings which, in its practical shape, it may have 
attached to itself. If the course pursued by our 
government, in the special instance referrde to, be 
the right one—if its conduct towards Brazil be in 
truth nothing more than a political embodiment of 
a great moral obligation—if to have admitted Bra- 
zilian sugar into the British market on the same 
terms as the produce of our own colonies, would 
have been, not merely unwise, but wrong, not only 
inexpedient, but wicked—then there must of ne- 
cessity exist some law of morals, applicable to all 
nations in their commercial intercourse with each 
other, and true at all times, the violation of which 
constitutes the sin in this particular case. Is there 
such a general law? Ought the commercial deal- 
ings of kingdoms with each other to be regulated 
by the views they may happen to entertain of the 
morality of each other’s domestic proceedings? In 
other words, should a people, acting through the 
medium of their civil rulers, refuse to deal with 
another people in an article the produce and manu- 
facture of which they have reason to know have 
been mixed up with much that, in their judgment, 
is sinful P 

We think it would be folly to pretend that the 
solution of this problem is free from all difficulty. 
We are bound in 3 to confess that the more 
narrowly we löok into this subject, the less dis- 

osed are we to claim infallibility for our opinions. 
We have not, indeed, seen reason to change them. 
The views which still commend themselves to our 
judgment are those which we have uniformly en- 
tertained and expressed—but we must own, that 
the difficulties which surround them are by no 
means inconsiderable ; and if those difficulties are 
not sufficient, as, in truth, they are not, to compel 
us to surrender our faith, they are assuredly im- 
portant enough to obtain from us a willing recog- 
nition of the claims which those who differ from 
us may prefer to the possession of both reason and 


conscience. If we cannot see with them, we are 
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yet not overwhelmed with astonishment that they 
cannot see with us. The balance of ment, of 
course, we believe to be in favour of that side of 
the question which we espouse—but fairness com- 
pels us to allow that the weight in the opposite 
scale is anything but contemptible. 


With these feelings we ask attention to the few 
observations we deem it our duty to make. We 
have no wish to treat the case as one susceptible of 
complete demonstration—but we are anxious to 
assign the more important reasons which have led 
us to conclude that in our national commercial 
intercourse with foreign states, we are not bound 
to shape our conduct by the views we hold of their 
domestic morality. 

A government sustains a twofold relationship— 
the one towards it own subjects, the other to- 
wards foreign states. Its duty in the first case is 
the administration of justice—in the last, it is pro- 
tection from unjust aggression. In both instances 
the object for which it exists is to protect — 
whether the shield of its protection be in- 
terposed to ward off injury from one individual 
or class amongst its own people, by another, 
or from the whole body by a foreign power. 
And this describes its whole sphere of obliga- 
tion. It was neither designed, nor is it fitted, 
nor can it attempt without doing evil, to act be- 
yond this its legitimate sphere. Rigid investiga- 
tion would corroborate our assertion, that for one 
act of tyranny committed by the civil magistrate 
within the border-line we have here indicated, 
ninety-nine are perpetrated on the other side of it. 
The theory, consequently, is one of the highest 
practical importance—and to it, as to a touchstone, 
national policy may be safely submitted for trial. 


If this be true—and we must remind our readers 
that the question has been closely discussed in our 
columns—it follows that, to bind government to 
regulate the commercial dealings of their subjects 
by a due regard to the morality of foreign states, 
is, in fact, to elevate them to an eminence they 
were never meant tooccupy. With the commerce 
of their people—with their exchanges of the com- 
modities of life—with the times at which, and the 
places where, and the articles in which, they shall 
carry on traffic, or make their industry available 
to their own advantage—the civil magistrate has 
nothing whatever to do. His intrusion into this 
sphere has evermore been productive of incalcu- 
lable harm—has interfered with the operation of 
great providential laws—has hampered the enter- 
prise and stunted the energies of mind—and has 
thrown our simplest relationships into inextricable 
confusion. When, therefore, we are asked whether 
the commercial policy of our government ought 
not to be swayed by certain high moral considera- 
tions, affecting the well-being of humanity at large, 
our answer is, that it is improperly intrusted with 
such policy at all—that its business is, not to rule 
commerce, but to protect it—and that it can have 
no duty where it has no legitimate authority. 


The same conclusion comes out with equal clear- 
ness, if we look for a moment at the nature of that 
relationship which our civil government bears to 
other states. It is one essentially protective of 
its own subjects. Its end is to secure a defence 
from external injury for them. It has no right to 
dictate to other nations what shall be their form of 
government—what the institutions they shall up- 
hold—what the laws they shall maintain. The in- 
ternal composition of the organised portions of 
society with which it has to deal—the framework 
by which they are held together—and the mode 
in which class acts upon class within their respect- 
ive boundaries—it has no commission to inquire 
into, still less to pronounce judgment upon, and 
least of all to visit with punishment. It is sufficient 
that such organised bodies exist beyond the pale 
of its jurisdiction—and to shield its own subjects 
from all wrong which might be inflicted upon them 
by these foreign states, is the sole duty arising out 
of its relationship with them. If more than this 
may be claimed for our government, more may be 
claimed for every government on earth—and the 
same right which we have to take coercive measures 
for bringing this or the other state into a constitu- 
tional conformity with what, in our judgment, is 
due to general justice, the Czar of Soak has to 
interfere for the establishment of despotism in 
England—in other words, no such right exists. 

Our objections, however, to any restrictions of 
commercial intercourse as a method of protesting 
against the wrong principles or practices in vogue 
with foreign states, do not rest solely, nor even 
chiefly, upon the views we hold respecting the 
proper sphere of the civil magistrate. If the rule 
in question be a sound one, commerce becomes im- 
possible. There is no government under heaven 
which is not chargeable with flagrant crimes 
against humanity. France has sacrificed life to an 
awful extent in Algeria. Spain is inflicting upon 
her own subjects the deadliest evils. Egypt is 
violating every social right. America nurses 
wickedness as vigilantly as a parent tends an ailing 
child. Our own hands are not clean. What, then, 
are we todo? Shall the civilisation of the world 
wait until moral reforms have been accomplished, 
and every nation cease to buy and sell, until each 


can find a pattern of morality in the others? 
Would mankind gain by this species of national 
prudery ? Push the rule to its whole extent, and its 
unsoundness will at once be seen. 


Further, we like not this means of correcting 
moral evil. It is essentially coercive ard punitive. 
It enforces our own views of truth by inflictin 
upon those who differ from us temporal and physi- 
cal disadvantages. It has no tendency to con- 
vince. It throws human nature back upon its 
pride and obstinacy. It irritates, it annoys, it 
may even suppress—but it does not and cannot 
persuade. orce is no proper ally of virtue, 
whether individual or national. Men who have 
habituated themselves to an evil, are not likely to 
see their folly, because others who do see it re- 
fuse to deal with them. Throw them out of the 
circle of ordinary intercourse, and they usually 
abandon themselves to the vilest impulses of their 
nature. The same law obtains with regard to po- 
litical communities. They are not be goaded into 
right—they must be led into it. 


That the people of one country owe to the people 
of another, —1 to the world at large, duty pro- 
portioned to their own light, we do not deny. But 
the duty, in our opinion, should express itself in 
some other shape than that of law. All that dis- 
tinct nations owe to foreign states, is to set truth 
clearly before them, to back it by example, and to 
use such moral influence as they possess to give it 
weight, and to ensure for it success. Beyond this, 
active interference invariably produces evil. 


MAKING GAME OF THE PEOPLE. 


WHEN, for the sake of what are called “the 
field sports” of the gentry of Great Britain, certain 
wild animals, which can neither be identified nor 
reclaimed, are constituted private property—when 
the laws relating to their preservation, and the 
practices which have grown up under the shadow 
of those laws, render the relationship between 
landlord and tenant a source of constant vexation 
and loss to the latter — when farm covenants are 
crowded with restrictions interfering with the 
skilful cultivation of the soil, merely to shelter 
game from annoyance — when a population, so 
numerous as to press 1 upon the 
means of subsistence, is bidden to hold its peace 
whilst no contemptible portion of the food which 
earth has yielded them is eaten up before their 
eyes by hares and rabbits—when it becomes clearly 
impossible to throw around such property a moral 
barrier, strong enough to deter the depredations 
of the destitute—when offences become multiplied, 
and the gaols are filled with convicted poachers, 
and collisions between armed gamekeepers and a 
demoralised peasantry grow frequent and fatal — 
and, finally, when law, and its administration by 
rural and clerical magistrates, fall into general dis- 
repute, as partial, unjust, and oppressive, favouring 
the rich and powerful at the expense of the poor 
and the defenceless—and when, as we have said, 
all these serious evils are incurred, in order that a 
few gentlemen may enjoy the sporting season with 
their respective friends, we call this nothing more 
nor less than literally making game of the people. 
It is having a shot, in pure wantonness, at some 
of their gravest interests. It is weaving aristocratic 
smiles out of plebeian distress. It is pelting her 
Majesty’s subjects, to their great danger, merely 
for fun. What the whistle costs those who amuse 
themselves therewith is a trifling matter; but what 
it costs the nation in grain destroyed, in agricul- 
tural enterprise impeded, in rural police, in prose- 
cutions, imprisonments, and punishments, in fami- 
lies maintained whilst the heads of them are lying 
in gaol, in general demoralisation and all its con- 
comitants, none can correctly calculate; but it is 
assuredly too high a price to pay for patrician 
8 * 

his, however, is, unfortunately, not the only 
wey in which our rulers choose deliberately to 
make game of the people. When the country 
rings from end to end with stern denunciations of 
the whole system, and facts are plenty as black- 
berries,” it is only for honourable senators to get 
up in their place in parliament, and smirkingly 
assent to inquiry, in the hope that some good may 
come out of it, but with an assurance that legisla- 
tion cannot destroy the evil which legislation has 
created—it is only for them, in short, to speak, as 
one after another of them spoke on Mr Bright’s 
motion on Friday evening, to make game of the 
gees in another sense. We have no doubt of 
Ir Bright’s sincerity—we question not his ear- 
nestness—we pay a willing tribute to the ability 
with which he dealt with the subject he has taken 
in hand—we imagine he has got quite as much as 
he could, and more than we expected that he 
would, get—we anticipate some benefits from the 
labour of his committee—but we are perfectly 
convinced, from the whole tone of the debate, that 
the landowning majority contemplate no conces- 
sions, and that they assented to inquiry, not with 
a view to future improvement, but as a means of 
smothering a — and pressing annoyance. 
In short, they like the system too well to com- 
mence curtailing it by legislation—and, accord- 
ingy, they adjourned the consideration of it by 


allowing a select committee. What the have 
done they have done in pretence—it must be Mr 
Bright's care to turn it into a reality. 


SELECTIONS FROM THE PRESS. 


DIRECT TAXATION—AN EQUITABLE INCOME TAX. 


(From the Economist.) 


We believe that the best and least objectionable in- 
come tax,” indeed probably the best tax of any which 
could be devised at all, would be on the income from real 

roperty of all kinds—accumulated capital in every form 
in which it could be found in an open and tangible shape 
—property or * which has such a reality of exist- 
ence that it could be distinguished without the use of 
any of the inquisitorial means required to obtain the 
amount of incomes from business and professions. We 
anticipate that our readers will at once suggest a thou- 
sand inequalities and acts of apparent injustice in such a 

lan. But hold. A little examination may remove them. 

ur plan would be to take real property of all kinds 
—houses, lands, tenements of all kinds, — n 
ships, public funds, the stocks of —_ companies of 
kinds, represented by shares and scrip; in fact, every 
kind of tangible property which could be reached without 
depending on or requiring the exposure of individual 
private concerns, and, least of all, the inquisitorial means 
of testing the 1 of such returns when made. 

At first sight it will appear that this would be a most 
unfair and unequal mode of levying revenue. Already 
not a few people think it extremely unfair to exempt any 
incomes, however small. Our indirect taxation recog- 
nises no exemption. The labouring man and mechanic 
equally pay their quota of the duty on tea, tobacco, and 
sugar. And they are equally protected in their personal 
liberty and means of obtaining their living by the ex- 
penditure of the government. It is not.less essential to 
the interests of the millions of mechanics and weavers, 
that our commerce should be protected, than it is to that 
of our capitalists. This is all true. But leaving this 
ultra view, it will be said, Why should professional men 
making large incomes, with a combination of capital in 
their education, and in many cases with a large capital 
in book debts, as for example, solicitors—why should 
barristers and physicians, with incomes reaching five and 
ten thousand a yeas, be exempt? Why should men 
carrying on business as merchants, manufacturers, and 
shopkeepers, be exempt not only for their labour, but 
also for the actual capital involved in their pursuits ? 
Why should capital making ten per cent. profit in private 
enterprise not pay, while capital in a public company oe 

y * 


the funds, with a much less interest, does pa 

should capital sunk in a visible mill or shop pay the tax, 
while that engaged in buying and selling sugar does not 
pay it? It will probably not be thought a very satisfac- 
tory answer at first sight, if we reply to all these objec- 
tions that our simple reason is, that we cannot, without 
the objectioable means referred to, arrive at and know 
the capital so engaged ; that it is hidden, secret, and not 
tangible, and that the attempt to probe it would lead to 
results more objectionable than to leave it alone alto- 
gether. For, if you even make a scale of rates by which 
you would charge the profits of fixed capital and floating 
capital, the same machinery, objectionable, odious, ex- 
pensive, and demoralising, would still be required. 

But would it practically be unjust? We think not, or 
to a very slight degree, if any. First, let it be remem- 
bered, we tax every tangible property to whomever it 
belongs. Then, as regards professional men mak 
large incomes, whatever they save must be inves 
each year in some property or tangible security, and 
— be immediately liable; it would only be the cur- 
rent year’s income that would be exempt. Then, as re- 

ards the services of labour, skill, and capital, performed 
n all that great grade from the common mechanic to 
the largest merchant, whose exertions and capital would 
be exempt, there would be an immediate tendency for 
the services performed by all of them to become cheaper 
in proportion to those which were chargeable with the 
tax, and the owners of property would be compensated 
by lower charges for services of all kinds performed. 
For example, if capital in railways, banks, &c., paid the 
tax, while capital engaged in other pursuits was exempt, 
the first tendency would be for a larger portion of capi- 
tal to flow to those channels which were exempt, until 
competition reduced the net profit and 3 to an 
exact equivalent with other investments. The gross 
profits derived from the investments so chargeable 
would rise, and they that were exempt would fall, until 
they were both in their net profit, independent of the 
tax, equal. The same compensating principle would 
apply to all kinds of trades, and services of every kind 
whether of labour or capital. ‘No man will preten 
that a shopkeeper pays his rent, taxes, and gas light out 
of his profits, strictly considered in their amount as a 
remuneration for his time and capital. A shopkeeper 
is as much compensated for his rent and taxes as he is 
for the cost of his goods; and though it appears, at first, 
a part of his gross profit, yet it arises on another princi- 
ple. Suppose that a heavy tax existed on all the shops 
of London, and that tax were removed; after a very 
short time none of the removed tax would remain in the 
pockets of the shopkeepers; competition, which is 
always sufficiently great to keep profits down at the 
lowest rate, would quickly give such a removed tax to 
the public in the form of cheaper goods. 

e believe that a very inadequate idea exists of the 
extent to which direct taxation on the income of tangi- 
ble property might be resorted to, rendering unneces- 
sary any of the objectionable and inquisitorial interfer- 
ence now so much complained of, and operating in such 
a way as to relieve industry and trade, and to the entire 
and full compensation of the recipients of the income so 
charged, by the higher rents or interest which they 
would receive on the one hand, and by cheaper commo- 
dities and services on the other. 


ABSENCE or THE Repeat M.P.’s.—The Morning 
Chronicle thinks that, after all, the repeal members 
of the House of Commons may as well be absent as 
present; as Major Macnamara, almost the only re- 
pealer in the House, has, within the last few days, 
voted with the government against Lord Ho 0 
amendment, for a committee to „ into the open · 
ing of Mr Duncombe's letters; with the government 
against Mr Milner Gibson's motion on the oe 
duties ; and with the government against Lord J 
Russell's motion. 
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* CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE. 
Seedy. Clanées Consolidation bill. | 
s and Means.—Resolved that £8,000,000 be granted to her 
ajesty 0 t of the consolidated fund towards the supply.— 
gat es considered. 
np Dutied Assimilation bill. 


DEBATES. 


Wednesday, Feb. 26th. 


} THE SUGAR DUTIES. 

Lord J. RusskLL, on the motion for going into 
committee of ways and means, brought forward the 
following amendment on the government proposi- 
tions re 1 

% That it is the opinion of this House, that the plan 
proposed * her Majesty's government in reference to 
tHe sugar duties, professes to keep up a distinction be- 
tween den ſree- labour and foreign slave-labour sugar 


which is ithpracticable and illusory; and, without ade- 
45 den to the consumer, tends so reatly to impair 
the féventié as to tender the removal of the income and 


propetty ‘tax At the end of three years extremely uncer- 
tain and improbable.”’ 

Dismissing the question of retaining the income- 
tax as 1 7% Lord John began by re-stating argu- 
ments which had been used last year in support of, 
and in opposition to, the proposal which he then 
made; contending, that the present attempt to dis- 
criminate between free labour and slave labour sugar 
is illusory, because the same discrimination is not 
carried out in respect of cotton, coffee, copper, and 
other products of slave labour; and because, although 
the produet of slave-labour sugar may not be re- 
céived ange Wd into this country, an additional de- 
mand for ftée-labour sugar here will occasion a 
vacuum in the markets of the world which must be 
nipped by slave labour. In fact, sugar was ad- 

itted last year, under the most favoured nation 
clause, from Venezuela, a slave-owning country; 
and the sugar itself was supposed to come from 
Brazil, Porto Rico, or Surinam. Maintain the dis- 
titiction for ten years, and ingenious persons will 
inevitably contrive schemes for introducing sugar 

— 4 2 and Cuba. The plan, therefore, is im- 
p ble. It has been admitted, that the esti- 
mated protection of 10s. or 10s. 6d. is not required 
by the East Indies, whence a supply of 70,000 tons 
ig expected ; it is not required by Mauritius, where 
there is a sufficiency, if not a redundancy, af labour; 
not for Barbadoes nor Antigua: it is therefore only 
needed for Jamaica, Trinidad, and Demerara; yet 
the protection of 10s. 6d. is applied to all. Lord 
John adduced several figures, from which he calcu- 
lated, that the price of foreign sugar, the duty of 
28s. paid, would be 48s.; of colonial sugar, duty of 
14s. paid; 42s.; and that foreign sugar could not 
mé into the British market to compete with it un- 
the price of colonial sugar had risen to 48s.—which 
he calculated to be equivalent to a protection of 14s. 

effect is, that al — there is an apparent re- 
duction of lls. in the scale of duties, 6s. of that will 
go into the pockets of the West Indian planter, and 
only 5s. to the consumer, the 6s. being a tax on the 
peas of this country. He admitted that the West 

es have a considerable claim upon us, owing to 
the recent abolition of slavery; but he denied that 
the plan would benefit the labourers in the colonies. 
After emancipation they enjoyed a considerable de- 
gree of prosperity, but now their wages have been 
reduc d to 7s. a-week ; taxes to support immigration 
ordinances have been made to press severely on the 
labourers ; with the rise in the price of provisions, 
that taxation has gone to reduce their supply of 
food; and attempts are making to introduce vast 
numbers of labourers from the shores of Africa, en- 


tailing danger lest civilisation in the West 
Indies should be swamped by that inroad of people 


in a barbarous condition. He made these statements 
on the high authority of Mr Knibb, a baptist mis. 
sionary [this avowal was greeted with loud cries of 
„Oh, oh!“ ]. Sir Robert Peel estimates, that the 
consumption of s will increase from 207,000 to 
260,000 tons, and that in spite of that increase the 
loss to the revenue will be £1,300,000. If that 
doubtful increase did not take place, the loss to the 
revenue would be £1,800,000 or £1,900,000. Now, 
that sum might be saved to the revenue without 
making the consumer pay one farthing more, or in- 
juring the West Indies; giving them for a time a 
moderate n of about 8s., and making the 
duties on colonial 10s. or 12s., on foreign, 18s. 
or 208. + which be much more likely to cause 
increased ption. Lord John also su 
a different selection of taxes for remission—such as 
the tax on butter and on cheese, which, by keepin 
up the duty on sugar, might haye been remi 
hout’ logs to the revenue—without making the 
consumer pay one farthing more. 


The CHANCELLOR of the Exchrauxn replied to 
these arguments in the usual way. In answer to 
the charge of no distinction being attempted to be 
kept up between slave and free-produced articles 
other than sugar, he said the reason of this was, that 
the high price of sugar created an inducement to 
import fresh slaves into Brazil and Cuba, whilst no 
such inducement was created when labour was ap- 
plied to tobacco and cotton. Sugar, too, was gene- 
rally cultivated by slaves newly imported; and, in 
continuing the discrimination made between free- 
labour and slave-labour sugar, government was only 
following up a principle frequently asserted by par- 
liament, that we ought to put down slavery, by 
whomsoever it was maintained. He — that 
the limited protection proposed to be given by the 
noble lord to West Indian interests would, if agreed 
to, ruin our sugar- producing colonies entirely. He 
also doubted of the effect of the noble lord's propo- 
sition as a measure of permanent cheapness to the 
consumer, whereas he had no hesitation in declarin 
that the reduction of duty proposed by Sir R. Pee 
would reduce the price of sugar to the consumer not 
less than 14d. a pound. 

Mr Lanoucuere repeated several arguments against 
the proposed distinction, as delusive and inoperative 
in practice, yet irritating to foreign countries, and 
condemned the ministerial scheme as possessing no 
character of permanence. 


Mr W. E. Gtapstong, although out of office, 
claimed his continued share of responsibility for the 
main features of the ministerial plan. He could give 
Lord John Russell’s motion and statements a nega- 
tive in every part. Lord John said it was imprac- 
ticable and illusory to maintain a distinction between 
free-labour and slave-labour sugar ; such is not pre- 
cisely the distinction attempted — practically, the 
question is, shall sugar raised in particular countries 
which at present carry on the African slave trade — 
Cuba and Brazil — be admitted? There is no evi- 
dence that the sugar of those countries will come in 
under the most favoured nation“ clause. It is not 
to be denied that the tendency of an increased de- 
mand here is to create a vacuum in the continental 
market, to be supplied by slave-labour sugar; but 
that tendency is qualified and restrained by number- 
less circumstances. The production and price of 
foreign sugars depend upon the choice of markets; 
commanding the European markets, with equal 
duties, Cuba would have great advantages over Java, 
and would subject the British planter, who is re- 
stricted to this market, to severe competition. But 
the plan will chiefly stimulate the production of sugar 
in Java and Manilla, without that stimulus being 
greatly felt by Cuba or Brazil; and, as a far larger 
supply may also be looked for from the West Indies, 
the demand for foreign sugar is not likely to be much 
increased. This was the seventh time that the ques- 
tion of discriminating between free-labour and slave- 
labour sugar had been debated in parliament, and it 
had been decided by large majorities. The junction 
of the Anti-slavery Committee, and of such men as 
Sir Thomas Buxton, Sir Stephen Lushington, Mr 
Scoble, and Mr Sturge, with the government, shows 
that the anti-slavery party is with them. In fact, 
there had been no advance out of doors in the doc- 
trines of the opposition. It is said that foreigners 
charge the English government, with hypocrisy— 
which is very natural while a minority of 250 in the 
House of Commons reiterate the reproach ; but how 
absurd the reproach as applied by Mr Calhoun to 
the English people, who had sacrificed those impor- 
tant customers, Brazil and Cuba [loud cheers from 
the opposition hailed this admission]. If our mar- 
kets were open to the sugars of Brazil and Cuba, 
parliament could not, in decent consistency, main- 
tain the armed suppression of the slave trade on the 
coast of Africa. 

Mr Macauvtay pointed out the remarkable admis- 
sions made by Mr Gladstone, who acknowledged 
that“ gentlemen sitting on the ministerial side of 
the House could not lay claim to a character of per- 
fect consistency in this matter ;’’ and, secondly, that 
„we are undoubtedly sacrificing great commercial 
facilities and advantages for moral benefits.“ As- 
suming these things as granted, Mr Macaulay at 
once proceeded to the moral question, as to the en- 
couragement of slavery. He said— 


I deny that we lie under any obligation to turn our 
fiscal code into a penal code, in order to correct the vices 
which exist in the institutions of independent states. 
If once you admit that principle, it leads to consequences 
from which every one of us would revolt, and which 
would throw the whole commercial system of the world 
into utter confusion. If that principle is adopted as to 
our fiscal legislation, it becomes one mass of inhumanity 
and injustice; and I say that if the right honourable 
baronet opposite (Sir R. Peel) adopts that principle, 
his budget is one mass of inhumanity and injustice. 

He pointed out, in the most ee and felicitous 
manner, the gross inconsistency of admitting slave- 
grown tobacco, for the mere purpose of revenue, 
whilst they forbad freemen in Ireland to cultivate 
the same article. He then proceeded to the follow- 
ing statement and argument of thrilling interest. 
ut the right honourable baronet opposite (Sir R. 
Peel) comes down to this House, and proposes to take 
off completely the duty upon cotton, and he says he 
does so in accordance with a great principle. He tells 
us that this will effect a great amelioration of our 
financial system, and that it will confer an important 
benefit on the people of this country. In that opinion 
I quite agree with the right hon. baronet, and I intend 
to give my support to that part of his measure. But 
dy whom is this cotton grown [hear, hear]? Is it not 
grown by slaves (hear, hear]? I utterly deny the propo- 
ition that the products we are to take from the Southern 
states of America are not the fruits of slave labour. I 
Say they are; and I say that, if there be, on the face of 
this earth, a society which, before God and man, is more 


accountable than another for the misery of the African 
race, it is that very republic of the United States, to 


— 


— 


point to which they universally adhere ? 


whose produce the right hon. baronet Le tee to gi 
free admission into this country. I say that there ex- 
ists in the United States a slave trade in no respects 
less odious or demoralising—and, in my opinion, more 
odious and more demoralising — than that which is 
carried on between the coast of Africa and Brazil. 
North Carolina and Virginia are to Louisiana and Ala- 
bama, what Congo is to Rio Janeiro. In some of the 
United States slaves are bred—the human beast of bur- 
den is reared up till he is enabled to endure deadly la- 
bour in the sugar and cotton states, with which you are 
extending our relations, and to which he is sent to be 
killed. The extent of this traffic we may learn from the 
census of the United States of 1830, and that of 1840. 
North Carolina and Virginia are two of the chief breed- 
ing states. During the ten years from 1830 to 1840 the 
number of siaves in North Carolina has been, as nearly 
as possible, stationary. In Virginia, during the same 
period, the number positively decreased, although both 
in North Carolina and Virginia propagation was going 
on to an enormous extent. In both those states, during 
the time I have mentioned, hundreds of thousands of 
negro slaves were born; the births exceeded by some 
thousands the number of deaths. What, then, became 
of these people? Look at the census of those states 
where we know the negro race is worn down by a cruel 


labour, and where from its own resources it could. 


scarcely keep up its r where those num- 
bers would rather diminish. Take the case of Louisiana. 
In 1830 there were in that state 107,000 slaves; in 1840, 
180,000. The slave population of Alabama in 1830 was 
117,000 ; in 1840, 253,000. In Mississippi, during the 
same period, slave population increased threefold... In 
1830, the numbers were 65,000; in 1840, 196,000, That 
is the scale of this slave trade. As to its nature, ask 
any Englishman who ever traveled through the southern 
states of America. Jobbers go about from state to 
state, taking advantage of the difficulties of the planters 
in the breeding states; they buy slaves until they have 
made up their gang to 300 or 400; and then these 
human beings, fettered, guarded by armed men, are 
driven as you would drive (or rather as you would not 
3 herd of oxen to Smithfield, to the southern states, 
to undergo the deadlylabour of the sugar mill. In Louisiana 
the labour of the sugar millsends, in a short time, the gtout- 
est African to his grave; but still in Virginia negroes are 

rowing up to supply the horrid trade. God forbid that 
F should extenuate the slave trade in any form; but 1 


must say that I conceive it ee be viewed in its most 
e 


horrible and odious aspect in the United States, It is 
bad enough that civilised men should go to the coast of 
an uncivilised country, and that they should there seize 
upon wretched barbarians and carry them in slavery to 
a foreign land; but that civilised men, Christians, free- 
men, should breed the slave, and—if I must speak out 
the whole horrible truth—even beget the slaves they 
breed—that a man in liberty, calling himself a Christian 
a baptised man, frequenting a Christian church, should 
see his own offspring gamboling about him in their 
childhood, that he should watch them 2 85 to 
age, and that he should then sell them for 500 dollars; 
and consign them to a life which is a lingering death— 
this is more painful, infinitely more painful, to contem- 
plate, than the slave trade of Africa. I am now talkin 
of a slave trade which extends to tens of thousands o 
human beings every year—a slave trade as regular as 
the trade in pigs between Dublin and Liverpool, or in 
coals between the Tyne and the Thames. I have no 
wish to extenuate the evils of slavery in the Brazils ; but 
I do say that, on the whole, it is less hopeless, and its 
evils are not so dreadful, as those of slavery in the 
southern states of America. 


In Brazil there is less antipathy between the races, 
and the black can advance to honourable offices. Brazil 
submitted to the right of search: America resisted, 
and roused France to resistance. Lord Aberdeen 
relinquishes the right as respects France; Spain 
will expect the like concession; other countries 
must follow; and the right will be abandoned, in 
consequence of the conduct pursued by the United 
States. America has even a propagandist affection 
for slavery, and seems to regard it as the glory of 
the republic. If, therefore, Lord John Russell’s 

roposition would give a stimulus to the slave trade 
in Brazil, Sir Robert Peel’s would give a stimulus 
to the slave trade in the United States; and Mr 
Macaulay was at a loss to know how the minister 
would reconcile that to his conscience. He then 
showed that it was the grossest hypocrisy to pretend 
to exclude slave-grown sugar, whilst we ourselves 
imported that very sugar into our ports, refined it, 
and sent it to the continent, to all the coffee-houses 
of Italy and Germany. He hoped (alluding to Mr 
Gladstone) that they should“ keep the sophistry of 
Tract 90 out of these debates, at all events.“ He 
then showed that whilst he himself (Mr Macaulay) 
had resigned his office under Earl Grey’s adminis- 
tration in consequence of the defectiveness of the 
original measure for abolishing slavery in our colo- 
nies—a resignation which Lord Grey refused to ac- 
cept, and which was afterwards withdrawn in con- 
sequence of the alteration of the measure—Sir 
Robert Peel had refused his support to the mea- 
sure, and declared“ I only desire to be absolved 
from the responsibility ;” whilst Mr Goulburn, Mr 
Gladstone, and others, actively opposed the mea- 
sure. Yet all these gentlemen were now found 
taking the ground of high philanthropy! Now,“ 
said Mr Macaulay— 

„When I see gentlemen moving from one side to the 
other in this way, what am I to understand ?—what ean 
I do but see, if amid all these changes there be any one 
I have. so 
looked, and I perceive that one point governs all their 
actions; to one principle, 4 — of consequences, 


they ever point, and that is— protection to the West 
India interest [cheers]. 


Sir Jamrs Granaw, disclaiming any intention to 
cope with Mr Macaulay’s brilliant speech, bore testi- 
mony to the statement of that gentleman about the 
tender of his resignation, and added, on his own part, 
that he had always recorded his vote in favour of 
emancipation. He proceeded with a reply to Mr 
Macaulay; contending that the commercial part of 


the question, and the interest of the colonies or the 


East Indies could not be overlooked. 
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Mr C. Woop followed on the other side; repeat- 
ing the — which had before been advanced. 

Sir R. Peer replied to several minor points raised 
by previous speakers, asserting, in the course of his 
arguments, the policy of not waiting for reciprocity 
treaties for the remission of taxes. 

I cannot forget that attention has been more than once 
called to the fact that we have not been successful in 
making commercial treaties with foreign countries. I 
admit that we have found these attempts fail. It has 
happened unfortunately that negotiations on these sub- 
jects have frequently been very much protracted. But 
if other countries will not enter into these treaties, all 
that remains for us to do is to take our own course. 
Without making any stipulations whatever, let us go on 
reducing our own duties; we may make the reductions 
for our own interest, trusting to the force of common 
sense and good example to effect that which negotia- 
tions have hitherto failed to accomplish. 

The noble lord’s (Russell's) speech, in great part 
at least, would have warranted his voting for the 
amendment of Mr M. Gibson the other night; but 
oscillating as he was between the! ministerial and 
„those (pointing to where Mr Cobden was sit- 
ting) benches, he had come to the conclusion that 
the West Indies required some protection. It 
sounded very well to announce that “ protection was 
the bane of agriculture,’’ yet at the close of last ses- 
sion Lord J. Russell had intimated that local bur- 
dens required some protection to agriculture; and he 
had disturbed the agricultural mind by vague expec- 
tations that he would propose the repeal of the malt 
tax. He admitted the brilliancy of Mr Macaulay’s 
charge, and pleaded guilty. ‘It is difficult,” he 
said, to take any course in which there is not some 
inconsistency !’’ —a sentiment which drew forth 
loud cheers. He merely extenuated the inconsis- 
tency, by saying that the cultivation of sugar was 
more pernicious than the cultivation of cotton. It 
might be thought that the slave-trade on the coast of 
Africa is extinct ; but it is not—it would revive on a 
new impulse. Two sessions ago, Lord Palmerston 
deseribed the horrors of the trade, the treaties by 
which Spain and Brazil are bound to suppress it, and 
their sufferance of open violation of their own laws: 
those things are still so. An increased British naval 
force, however, on the coast of Africa, has led to 
more captures: in 1843, the number of vessels ad- 
judicated upon by the Mixed Commission court was 
15; and in 1844, 35. But the captures do not indi- 
cate the extent of the trade; and he feared that the 
exportation of negroes to Brazil and Cuba has not 
diminished. Sweden, Denmark, and France, have 
shown a disposition to abolish slavery in their colo- 
nies; Portugal has shown activity in suppressing 
the slave trade; and the Congress of the United 
States have rescinded the resolution forbidding the 
reception of petitions against slavery. He believed 
that it A., be impossible for the United States, 
even for their own sake, to maintain unmitigated 
slavery. He called on the House not to decry the 
experiment made by parliament, nor to detract from 
the moral example of this country. 

Lord Patmerston supported his colleague; his 
chief point being the reproach that ministers have 
given up the right of search, obtained by Lord Castle- 
reagh at the 8 of Vienna as the chief object 
of his mission. ithout that, increased naval force 
on the coast of Africa is useless. 

Sir Cuar.es Napier closed the debate; declaring 
that it would not be possible to make head against 
the slave trade without a force on the coast of Ame- 
rica as well as Africa. 

On a division, the numbers were—for Lord John 
Russell’s amendment, 142; against it, 236; minis- 
terial majority, 94. 


Thursday, Feb. 27th. 
THE GAME LAWS. 


Mr Bricut moved for a select committee to in- 
quire into the operation of the game laws; support- 
ing the motion with a speech of great length. The 
select committee of 1828, acting on the advice of 
several poulterers, recommended that the sale of 
game should be legalised. Some poulterers, more 
straightforward than the rest, warned the committee 
that the poacher could always undersell the land- 
owner, who has to pay the expense of rearing the 
game; and the result has justified that warning, by 
the increase of poaching, while the present system 
is productive of other evils. Mr Bright read several 
statements, obtained in reply to personal inquiries 
of his own, from newspapers, i other sources, to 
show the injury inflicted by game on tenant farmers 
near preserves: one farmer reckoned the damage 
agen 108 acres at £204; another, with 600 acres, 70 
of which run along a preserve, reckoned his loss, in 
five years, at £300; another said that he had counted 
in his field eighty-three hares at one time, and that 
to keep them was as much as to keep twenty-three 
sheep ; and Sir Harry Verney declared that, in some 
districts of Buckinghamshire, the game destroy 
three-fourths of the crops. He had no wish what- 
ever to interfere with the rights of property; but it 
is not proper to exercise rights so as to entail griev- 
ance and wrong on neighbours, which is done by 
this incalculable destruction. 
is insufficient for the people, who are forbidden by 
dhe corn laws to seek it in foreign countries; yet 

large quantities of game, kept up for mere amuse- 
ment, > page the scarcity. Farmers who have 
expressed to Mr Bright great fears of free trade, 
have at the same time admitted that their fears 
would be much mitigated if game-preserving were 
abolished with the corn laws. Other sufferers are 
the holders of allotments. Mr Bright cited the case 
of Lawrence Eborn and other poor people, who have 
been heavily fined and imprisoned for infringement 


of the game laws—cases which he rightly described 
as already well known through the newspapers ; and 
he dwelt on the temptation held out to a man in 


Sometimes the food 


want, or to idle boys, by the abundance of game in | owners would do well to consider it a moral d 


some districts. In fact, the infringement of the 
game laws, which are accounted tyrannical, is con- 
sidered by the poor scarcely a crime; and that feel- 
ing is strengthened by the sympathy with which 
they meet from their own and the middle class. 
Some poachers in Suffolk have even established a 
society for mutual protection, to fee counsel out of 
the subscriptions. Nor is it, after all, so very clear 
that there is any real right of property in game. 
You will see men described as ‘‘ notorious poachers,” 
but “upright in other respects ;”’ and one has been 
mentioned who was so upright that he was often in- 
trusted with his own commitment, carrying that and 
himself to gaol! The guarding of game leads to in- 
numerable scenes of violence: in ten years ending 
1843, forty-two gamekeepers were killed; in 1844, 
there were recorded in the newspapers, which do not 
report all the cases, nineteen affrays, thirty-one per- 
sons being grievously wounded; and the gaols are 
crowded with poachers. Mr Bright animadverted 
on the system of battue shooting, advising gentle- 
men to go to Leadenhall market and stuff their gun 
muzzles into a basket of game, as equally pleasant 
and creditable. He avowed that, although perhaps 
more than three-fourths of the House were sports- 
men, and many were game preservers, he had no 
fear that they would refuse him fair play. He sug- 
gested no remedy ; only secking thorough and im- 
partial inquiry. 

Sir J u Gun highly complimented the mo- 
deration of Mr Bright's tone. [This was acknow- 
ledged generally by subsequent speakers.] The 
subject had already been forced upon the attention 
of government, and he thought that inquiry would 
be politic. At first he considered that the law of 
1831 worked well; but the increase of crime had 
made him doubt it. The inquiry would probably 
awaken to a sense of error those who have pushed to 
an unreasonable extent the pride and vanity of bat- 
tues. The practical evils alleged principally relate 
to the excessive preserving of hares and rabbits ; and 
one advantage of inquiry would be to dissipate ex- 
aggeration. It, at all events, promised to be amus- 
ing; for he should like much to see the witness who 
could prove that eighty-three hares consume as 
much farm produce as twenty-three sheep; and he 
should like to see the honest poacher who went to 
gaol with his commitment in his hand. [Mr Brieat 
—He is dead.] Of course, then, Ae is out of court. 
With respect to the excessive penalties, Sir James 
stated that he had already looked to that; and in all 
cases where there were errors in the commitment, 
or where the penalties were cumulative, he had 
caused the punishment to be remitted. 

Several other members concurred in the motion. 
Mr ConpEx followed up Mr Bright's allegations more 
briefly. He considered that the county members 
knew far less of the feelings and opinions of the 
tenant farmers than the members of this much-ma- 
ligned Anti-corn-law League. The farmers had en- 
treated them to go against the e laws as well as 
against the corn laws. Sixty thousand people took 
out licenses to shoot; and, in order to afford them 
amusement, it leads to the annual imprisonment of 
upwards of 4,000 individuals, and the transportation 
of forty. Public opinion had compelled the grant- 
ing of this committee of inquiry, from which, how- 
ever, no good would result, unless the farmers, as a 
body, determined to insist on full command over the 
produce of the soil which they rented. 

Mr WAR LRT mentioned a remedy for poaching, 
which he had tried successfully, and recommended 
to others; catching an incorrigible poacher in his 
grounds, he told the man that he could only believe 
he did it from want, and that if he went to the 
house he should have a joint of meat whenever he 
wanted it. Asking if he was in earnest, the man 
warmly vowed that he never would poach again. 

Mr Vernon SmitTH agreed in condemning the 
working of the laws; but deprecated inquiry as 
needless, and hinted at a new law of trespass as the 
ptoper remedy. He wished that, instead of agree- 
ing to inquiry, government had taken the responsi- 
bility by introducing a practical measure. 

Many agreed to the motion for investigation, but 


| dissented from Mr Bright's reasons. Among the most 


amusing of this class was Mr Henry Berkeley, who 
asked if government would give up the revenue laws 
because they cause smuggling, a crime very like 
poaching. If laws were to be repealed directly a 
crime against them is committed, it would be acting 
like the sagacious Dogberry, who says, when the 
watch ask, If we know a man to be a thief, shall 
we not lay hands on him?“ „The most peaceable 
way for you, if you do take a thief, is to let him 
show himself what he is, and steal out of your com- 
pany.‘ Mr Berkeley imputed some of Mr Bright’s 
allegations about destruction committed by phea- 
sants to his ignorance of ornithology ; and he loud] 
complained of the disgusting fact that both agri- 
culturists and sportsmen are ‘‘ denounced classes.“ 
Aliuding to a petition from Ruislip, he said he could 
tell Mr Briaht that “his friend Jenkins had gone 
round to the public houses on Saturday collecting 
1 And he compared the game laws of 
is country with the more stringent laws of the 
United States, where, for shooting a deer out of 
season, a penalty of twenty-five dollars is imposed— 
for a musk-rat, a creature worth as much as a hedge- 
a a penalty of one dollar. 
ir Ropert PRRL came last into the discussion. 
He heartily agreed to the inquiry, but avowed that 
he looked to a moral and social rather than a legis- 
lative change. There-could be no possibility of re- 
turning to the system when the license to kill game 
was limited to certain ranks, and when the sale of 
game was forbidden. At the same time, to abolish 


property in game and let anybody destroy it, would 
e rose 


occasion lawlessness and insubordination. 


not to keep up excessive preservation of game, an 


also fo allow their tenants to destroy it or derive 


some enjoyment from it; and tenants should make 
more strict stipulations on the subject. , 
The motion for a committee was affirmed. 


Friday, February 28th. 
POST OFFICE ESPIONAGE. ) 


On the motion for going into a committee of ways 
and means, 

Mr T. Duncomzs brought again before the House 
the opening of his letters by the agents of the Post 
office. He explained that he did not know that his 
own letters had been opened until July; when Mr 
Mazzini informed him that an officer of the Post- 
office had said to him, Why should Mr Duncombe 
complain in 8 of the governmet o g 
your letters? He had better look to the es 
practised on his own, addressed to him at the 
Albany.” The letters were opened in 1842: none 
of them were of a treasonable nature ; but there was 
one from Mr Feargus O'Connor, reporting the pro- 
gress of the Nottingham election, which Mr Dun- 
combe read to the House. He pledged his word, as 
a member of that House, that the ties connect 
with the Post-office, whom he should call to the bar 
as his witnesses, had not been corrupted dy him. Mr 
Duncombe concluded as follows :— 

The information I have received has been volunteered 
to me, as I will prove to you, from your own servants 
[“C hear,” aud cheers]. hen Mr Magzini produced to 
me his evidence, I was satisfied upon that evidence that 
those persons did see his letters. But lam happy to 
say this, and it is but fair to that establishment to say it, 
that there are parties ready to come forward and to 42 
here — to tell you and the government that they are 

usted [hear] that _ have been disgusted, and have 

It themselves degraded at being compelled by the au- 
thorities to 80 much villany (great sensation atid loud 
cheers). Well, now, I say, will you ae me this op- 
portunity 7 — > I know the odds 1 have to contend 
against. I know there is a firm majority before me. I 
know there is a majority ready to come in at any mo- 
ment at the back of the right hon. gentleman—that 
right hon. individual who is so ‘‘ unprotected,” and 80 
persecuted,” that he has three hundred individuale 
ready to come down at any moment, willing either to 
stultify themselves or to continue oppression towards 4 
political opponent [loud cries of No,“ from the minis- 
teriel benches, and counter cheers]. What has been 
the conduct of many of those country gentlemen who 
are ever boasting of their independence ” I“ hear,“ and 
cheers]? Yes, they boast of their ‘‘ independence” at 
their agricultural dinners in their village pot-houses [a 
laugh). We know. also, that our clubs here in London, 
at the same time that these 4 are boasting of 
their independence, are ringing--absolutely ring 
—with the most unjust, the most unfounded, and, I 
say it, the most unmerited personal abuse of the right 
hon. baronet (cheers and laughter]. I know it (hear). 
I say, we hear that abuse going on every day, yet on the 
following — we see the same individuals sometimes re- 
ceiving emoluments and places from that very man 
1 hear,” and cheers). Well, I now ask for investigation. 

as an humble but as an independent member of this 
House, if there is anything like independence left in this 
House, call upon you as gentlemen—I call upon you, as 
men of honour, to grant it. What is my case to-day 
may be any of yours to-morrow [loud cheers). I call upon 

ou to allow me to prove that which I have asserted. 
tf you do not, do not let the secretary at war (Mr 8. 
Herbert) and those gentlemen who cheered his senti- 
ments the other evening say it is I who am to 
elucidate the facts (hear). Do not insinuate, however 
darkly, by reports which they say they have heard, but 
which they do not believe [hear, hear]. They may be 
ready to snarl, but in this House they cannot strike b 
such means [cheers]. I have not used any underhand, 
any indirect, any dishonourable means for obtaining th 
information I possess (hear]. The information that 
do possess I propose to call to your bar. Sift it if you 
like, but let all the odium, let all the cowardice of shrink- 
ing from investigation, fall upon those who shall a 
it [loud cheers). There are several parties I wish to 
summon to the bar, but I believe their names must be 
put separately; and in the first instance | beg to move 
that Lieutenant-colonel Maberly, secretary to the Past- 
master-general, be ordered to attend at the bar of this 
House, and bring with him a certain book belonging to 
the post-office department in the year 1842, called“ the 
President's Order book ;”’ and also a certain other book, 
of the date of 1842, called“ the Inspector’s Order book” 
[loud cheers}. 

Mr D’Israett observed, that Mr Duncombe had 
placed this question neatly and completely before 
the House. It was not a personal, but a national 
question ; and he was surprised that any minister of 
the Crown should have ventured to declare that it 
was only prompted by personal motives. The 
country required that, if a warrant had been issued 
to open Mr Duncombe’s letters, it should be pro- 
duced in order that its legality should be tested; 
but there wos no mode of obtaining that warrant if 
the House did not call for its production by sanc- 
tioning the present inquiry. It had been said that 
foreign nations exercised this power of inspecting 
correspondence. True; but then foreign nations 
never believed that we exercised it. The question, 
therefore, resolved itself into this :—‘‘ Would they 
be governed, as they now were, by a popular 
government, or would they be governed on a sys- 
tem of police? The hon. gentleman then referred 
to the domineering system exercised by the Premier 
over his political friends :— 

The ri nt hon. gentleman is in a position which really 
would allow him to be indulgent. It is very easy for 
him to turn round, and say, What can be more 
treacherous than this—to be attacked on the right flank? 
I am prepared to meet the foe before me; no one ever 
saw me quail” {a laugh). The right hon. gentleman 
forgets that the foe before never wished to fight him 
(cheers and a laugh]. He may sometimes be assailed 
on his right flank ; but, while he boasts of his courage 
and determination to conquer, the right hon. gentleman 
forgets that the victory is very easy when nobody : 
opposes him. There is another reason why he 
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not adopt this tone—he should not forget, after all, a | 


many of his supporters were elected on the hust- 

ngs under very different circumstances to those under 
which they sit here [loud cheers from the opposition 
benches}. Really, a little philosophical cons — 
from so great a statesman, under such circumstances, is 
the least we “yo ‘. {cheers}. I admit that I, for 
one, was sent here by my constituents to sit on this 
side. He may object to me, although I think he has uo 
eat occasion to object that I am sometimes in a dif- 
erent lobby to himself; but I was sent to swell a tory 
— 1 a tory ministry [cheers from the 
opposition]. Whether a tory ministry exists or not I 
do not d to decide [a laugh]; but I am bound to 
believe that the tory majority still remains, and there- 
fore I do not think that it is the majority that should 
cross the House, but only the ministry [loud cheers and 
much hter]. I hope that the right hon. gentleman, 
on , will take a more condescending and charit- 
able view of our conduct than he has hitherto been 
pleased to do. Iam sure myself I never misinterpret 
the conduct of the right hon. gentleman. I know there 
are some who think that he is looking out for new allies, 
I never believed anything of the kind Ia laugh]. The 
position of the right hon. om ens is clear and pre- 
cise. I don’t believe he is looking to any coalition, al- 
— many of my constituents do. The right hon. 
géntieman has only exactly to remain where he is. The 
right hon. gentleman caught tke whigs bathing, and 
walked away with their clothes [much cheering and 
great laughter). He has left them in the full enjoy- 
ment ot their liberal position, and he is himself a strict 
conservative of their garments [continued cheers and 
laughter]. I cannot conceive that the right hon. gen- 
tleman will ever desert his party; they seem never to 
desert him. There never was a man yet who had less 
need to find new friends. I, therefore, hope all these 
rumours will cease. I look on the right hon. gentleman 
as a man who has tamed the shrew of liberalism by her 
own tactics. He is the political Petruchio, who has 
outbid you all 1 and laughter]. If we could only 
induce the right hon. gentleman, therefore, to take a 
larger and more liberal view of his parliamentary posi- 
tion than he seems to adopt in moments too testy for so 
great a man to indulge in, he would spare us some im- 

utations which, I assure him, are really painful. 

e then made a happy allusion to Canning, in con- 
— with the Premier’s quotation about friend- 
J — 

e all admire his genius: we all, at least most of us, 
deplore his untimely end, and — with him in 
the fierce and glorious struggle he maintained with 
supreme prejudice and sublime mediocrity [loud and 
continued cheers], with inveterate foes, and, above all, 
with ‘‘ candid friends (renewed cheers]. The right 
hon. gentleman may be sure that a quotation from such 
an authority will always tell. Some lines, for example, 
on friendship, written by Mr Canning, and quoted by 
the right hon. gentleman! The theme, the poet, the 
speaker — what a felicitous combination! Its effect in 
debate must be overwhelming ; and I am sure, if it were 
addressed to me, all that would remain would be for me 
thus publicly to congratulate the right hon. gentleman, 
not only on his ready memory, but on his courageous 
conscience (loud — 

- Mr D' Israeli concluded by seconding the motion. 

Sir James Grauam detailed at some length the 
circumstances connected with the previous motions 
of Mr Duncombe, and contended that the whole case 
had been already investigated and reported upon. 
He thought the proposition now before the House 
was nothing more than a third attempt to appeal to 
the House against the decision of the committee. 
Mr Duncombe had made a personal declaration, to 
which the House had listened with attention. 
Would * him (Sir J. Graham) to make 
another? Well, then, he deliberately and solemnly 
declared, in his place in parliament, that he had 
never himself ed, nor directed others to open, 
any letter, without a written authority from the 
Home office, drawn up in due form of law by the 
law officers of the Crown} and that he had never 
iasued any such warrant on personal motives, but 
always on public and political grounds exclusively. 
He said, further, that a record of the warrants thus 
issued during the last twenty years existed in the 
Home office, and that the warrants themselves were 
preserved in the Post office. He further said that 

warrant issued by him had been produced 
before the committee, and that the committee had 
gone seriatim through each warrant. He had stated 
to the committee all the reasons, motives, and 
causes, which had induced him to issue every war- 
rant. The committee had expressed themselves 
satisfied with the fulness and fairness of his revela- 
tions, and had given him an honourable acquittal. 
He 4 that, having thus been acquitted, not 
only by the committee of the House of Commons, 
but also by that of the House of Lords, he ought not 
to de put again u a public trial. He declared 
that, 2 the official exercise of a painful duty, he 
could not, as Mr Buller said, answer a plain question 
by a civil answer. (Mr Burien: “A civil question 
by a answer.] Sir James Granam: ‘ Well, 
a civil question by a plain answer.” He referred to 
his former intimacy with Mr Duncombe, which had 

been alluded to :— 

„It did not commence with us. I may say that it was 
transmitted from our forefathers through several gene- 
rations. It is, therefore, with infinite pain that I have 
ever found myself placed in opposition to that honour- 
able gentleman. He and I certainly have been very in- 
timate; many joyous days and many convivial nights 
have we spent together. But I must be permitted to 
say that our intimacy was not of a political association.” 
He would not criti Mr Duncombe’s course. But 
I am bound to say that no circumstance in the exercise 
of my official duty has in any way, or at any time, come 
to my know with respect to the conduct of that hon. 

an, which is in the least degree inconsistent with 
his 9 to her Majesty or his duty as a member of 
this House.” I do remember our former intimacy; and 
I have a regard for him which nothing he can say or do 
in a moment of anger can ev ‘of ree 

Lord Howicx had the closing observations 
r satisfaction, and 
hoped it would allay any r of bitterness aris- 


ing out of these debates. He hoped the right hon. 
gentleman would agree to the motion, and put an 
end to the excitement that prevailed out of doors 
upon the subject. There was no other way in which 
the House would be able to reach any abuse of that 
extraordinary power, and he should therefore sup- 
port the motion. 

After some explanations from Lord Sanpon and 
Mr WarsurrTon, to the effect that the secret com- 
mittee did not think it their province to inquire 
whether letters had been properly opened or not, 
Lord J. RusszLL said, that as Sir James Graham 
had removed the stigma of suspicion from Mr Dun- 
combe, he could not, though still disapproving the 
conduct of government, vote for the motion. 

Mr M. Mines defended the course he had pur- 
sued, and would adopt in the present instance, in 
voting in favour of the motion. | 

Mr Hume had heard the speech of the noble lord 
the member for London with great regret, and feared 
it would very materially damage his character with 
the country. 

Mr Actionrny, Mr Watson, and Mr Jervis spoke 
in support of the motion, and Lord Lincoun against 


1 e 

Sir R. Pert said the government had refused to 
answer the question of the hon. member for Finsbury 
because, if they had done so, then they would have 
been compelled to answer the questiun of every per- 
son who complained of his letters being opened. 
They had declared everything they knew before the 
secret committee, and it would be useless to go over 
the same ground again. He then repeated the argu- 
ments which he had urged on a former evening 
against further inquiry, and then proceeded to reply 
to the speech of Mr D’Israeli :— 

I do hope, that having discharged himself of the accu- 
mulated virus of the last week, the hon. gentleman now 
feels more at ease than he was [laughter and applause]. 
If that isso, he need not be disturbed by any impressions 
on his 17 * that he has at all interfered with my peace 
of mind in consequence of the attack he has made. I 
tell the hon. gentleman at once, that I will not conde - 
scend to reciprocate personalities with him [loud cheers]. 
Neither now, nor after the lapse of a week, will I stocp 
to reciprocate them [renewe 2 because I really 
feel no inclination for the practice. I also feel, sir, that 
in this respect the hon. gentleman would have a very 
great advantage over me, because he has leisure to pre- 
pare his attacks. 

He answered Mr D'Israeli's threat of diminished 
party-confidence with an explicit assertion of his 
own independence. 

If you think we have, at variance with our principles, 
shaken the church, greatly extended popular privileges, 
or infused the fresh blood of democracy into the working 
of the constitution, tell us so, and oppose us. If you 
denounce our commercial or financial policy, oppose the 
particular act. Ifthe combination of our misconduct is 
such that you think we are no longer entitled to confi- 
dence, mark your want of confidence by a public decla- 
ration of opinion, and by distinct opposition to us [loud 
cheers]. I should regret the loss of that confidence to 
which the honourable gentleman refers; but I freely 
say that, as the minister of the Crown, I will attempt to 
do good as far as I can; and if, in attempting to accom- 
plish that, I forfeit the confidence which I have so much 
prized, I will adopt that course rather than retain confi- 
dence at the expense of the public good. 

On a division, Mr Duncombe’s motion was nega- 
tived by 188 to 113. 


Monday, March 3rd. 


THE SUGAR DUTIES. 

The House having resolved itself into a committee 
of ways and means, a vote of £8,000,000 out of the 
consolidated fund was taken, and the CHaNcELLor of 
the Excuzquer, briefly stating that the principle of 
the sugar duties was familiar to the House, which 
had affirmed its leading distinctions of a discriminat- 
ing duty, averaging 10s. 6d., and of a preference of 
foreign free to foreign slave labour, proposed to re- 
serve all discussion on details of classification until 
the committee on the bill to be brought in, founded 
on the resolutions, which he placed in the chairman’s 
hands. The new duties to take effect from the 14th 
of the present month. 

A short conversation then ensued. Mr WIILIAMs 
asked for a longer period, to enable the sugar dealers 
to work off their stocks. Mr Hawes was desirous 
of more explicit information as to the intention of 
the government with respect to the proposed classi- 
fication of sugars. Mr pel was content to wait 
the result of the promised inquiry on the part of the 
government, in order to see what modifications they 
would introduce. He was convinced of the imprac- 
ticability of attempting to maintain the discriminating 
rates of classification. The CHANCELLOR of the Ex- 
CHEQUER considered that a long postponement of the 
new rates of duty would derange the trade, by sus- 
pending the Enten of 8 

Sir RonRRT Peer remarked that the government 
had put themselves into communication with com- 
mercial authorities, brokers, and others, on the subject 
of classification, and were not at present in a condition 
to state what course they would take on the subject. 
But two days’ notice would be given of the com- 
mittee on the bill, so as to enable members to be in 
full possession of whatever changes might be adopted. 
He urged the importance of not postponing the period 
when the new duties are to commence. 

Mr Lasnovcuere and Mr MIIxEI G1Bs80n ex pressed 
their approval of the postponement of the resolutions. 

Mr GuapsTonE was in favour of giving some fur- 
ther time for the consideration of these duties ; for 
though he considered thet the public would lose 
£50,000 or £100,000 a-week in point of revenue, 
still that was but a small sum, in comparison of the 
loss which might be suffered by individuals if there 
were too great precipitation. He defended the sys- 
tem of classifying sugars now proposed by her Ma. 


gs te 11 
| WEs objected altogether, on principle, to 
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classification, which was founded on the principle 
of protection, and was satisfied that the inquiries of 
the government would lead them to abandon it. 

Sir Rosert Pere. reserved full power to the 
government to adhere to classification if they should 
find it to be practicable. But they would give, as 
had been said, two days’ notice of their determina- 
tion. 

Some further conversation followed, and, in an- 
swer to an appeal from Mr CHARLES Woop, 


The CMHANCRLLox of the ExchRURR consented to, 


the postponement of the resolutions, with the under- 
— that — brought pe ey in whatever 
shape inquiry might suggest to the government, 
the discussion would be taken upon com at once 
and that no unnecessary delay will be interposed to 
— progress of the bill to be brought in founded on 
them. 

The resolutions were, consequently, vostponed 
till Friday. a 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Art Unrons.—Mr Wyse has obtained a re- ap- 
pointment of his committee on Art Unions. 

BrsHorpric oF BatH AND WIIIS.—Sir R. Peel 
(in reply to questions put by Mr Collett) stated, on 
Wednesday, that the government had no power to 
appoint any bishop to the see of Bath and Wells 
during the lifetime of the present incumbent, and 
that in case of a vacancy it would be the duty of the 
government to advise her Majesty forthwith to 
nominate to the see. Mr Collett then gave notice 
that he should move for leave to bring in a bill to 
consolidate the dioceses of Bath and Wells with that 
of Salisbury on the demise of the present incumbent. 


Winvow Tax.—Lord Duncan’s motion for the 
repeal of the window tax, which stood for Thursday 


last, has been altered to one for inquiry, and post- 


poned to the 17th March. 

Raitway LReIsLATIoN.— The House of Commons 
had early sittings on Tuesday and Thursday, to for- 
ward the clauses of the Railway Clauses Consolida- 
tion bill. 

Straw Prat.—On Thursday evening, in reply to 
a question on this subject to Mr Collett, Sir R. Peel 
— the following explanation: — There were three 

ifferent articles; there was what was called straw 
or grass for platting; then there was 8 of 
chip; and, lastly, there was straw platting. The 
government proposed to take off the duty on the raw 
material, namely, chip for platting, and the straw or 
grass for platting, being the unmanufactured article ; 
but what is generally called straw plat, he proposed 
to let stand us it is at present, that being a duty on 
a manufactured article. 


Mn E. B. Rocue anp M Roesvcx.—A ludicrous 
scene took place, on Friday night, before the debate 
on Mr Duncombe’s motion. The Cork Southern 
Reporter announced, on Tuesday, that our excel- 
lent county representative, Edmund Burke Roche,” 
was to set off that evening for London, specially to 
present some repeal petitions, and to put in parlia- 
ment a question of a personal nature to Mr Roe- 
buck. Terrible announcement! Friday night came, 
and lo! with it came Mr Roche. The committee of 
ways and means is moved. Mr Roche rises—he 
opens his mouth—the Speaker stops it up! Mr 
Roche said that he had seen in the Times the report 
of a speech by the honourable and learned member 
for Bath . . . [Speaker—*‘ Order! order! The 
honourable member could not refer to a former de- 
bate.] Mr Roche, however, tried again, and yet a 
third time; but thrice the Speaker stayed his words. 
The question was un-put. | 

Tue Sudan Doris. — Previous to the House 
going into a committee of ways and means on Friday 
evening, Lord John Russell inquired when were the 
new sugar duties to come in force? Mr Goulburn 
replied, on the 14th March. Mr Hogg then moved 
an amendment, to the effect that there ought not to 
be any discrimination between Muscovado sugar 
and the clayed sugars; which he declared to be 
impracticable—injurious to the East Indies, which 
would not send sugar here at all except for the 
artificially high price—and inconvenient to the con- 
sumer, as discouraging those better kinds of East 
Indian sugar that are most wanted here, for mixing. 
Mr Goulburn, in general terms, denied these repre- 
sentations. After a short conversation, in the 
course of which Sir R. Peel intimated that possibly 
in committee the question at issue might be satis- 
factorily adjusted, the amendment was withdrawn. 


Post Orrice Esrionace.—Two notices of motion 
on this subject were given on Monday evening. 
One by Mr Duncombe, to the effect that, soon after 
Easter, he would move for leave to bring in a bill to 
secure che inviolability of letters — throug 
the Post office; the other by Mr Sheil, who, on the 
IIth inst, will move a resolution to this effect :— 
„That this House cannot refrain from expressing 
its regret that an important letter addressed to a 
foreigner residing in this country should have been 
opened in the Post office without his knowledge, 
and that information contained therein, respecting a 
certain expedition from Corfu, tending to create dis- 
turbances in the papal and other states, should have 
been communicated to a foreign power.“ 

Property AND Income Tax.—Mr Spooner gave 
notice that he would, in committee on the bill for 
the continuance of the property and income tax, 
move three clauses—one to enable all persons to 
deduct from the profits of trade all sums of money 
paid to their own families for the purpose of carry- 
ing on the trade, which otherwise would have been 
paid to other persons; also a clause to enable per- 


sons to deduct the amount of their r’s rates and 
other rates from their income; and a third clause, 


deducting the amount of insurance upon life, and 
also the amount of expenditure on articles necessary 
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for carrying on the trade, though such articles might 
occasionally be used for other purposes. 

Tonacco Dorrzs.—In reply to Mr Hawes, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer said that government 
did not intend, at present, to carry into effect a re- 
commendation to the effect that a differential duty 
should be imposed between leaf and other sorts of 
tobacco, 

Tattow Dotres.—In reply to Mr P. Scrope, Sir 
R. Peel stated that no negotiations were pending 
with Russia respecting the removal of the export 
duty on tallow in that country, on condition of the 
removal of the import.duty here. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, Feb. 27th. 

TemPerRaANce.—The Bishop of Norwich, in pre- 
senting fourteen petitions, signed by upwards of 
2,000 persons, on the subject of temperance, said 
that, as he had paid much attention to that subject, 
few persons, perhaps, were better able to give evi- 
dence on it than himself. He then detailed several 
instances of its beneficial effects among the labour- 
ing population, and bestowed a high eulogy on 
Father Mathew. The prayer of the petitions he had 
to present was, that measures ** t be taken to 
op ap temperance, especially on the Sabbath day. 

y the census of 1841, it appeared that the propor- 
tion of beer-shops was one to thirty-two families, 
and most of those beer-shops were open on Sun- 
days. The consequence was, that the increase of 
drunkenness on the Sabbath day was quite remark- 
able, which was proved by the fat that the number 
of drunken cases in York on Mondays, was thirty- 
three per cent. on the average number of the whole 
cases of offences. He trusted the government would 
not consider this subject beneath their notice. 


DISSENSIONS IN THE CHURCH. 


Earl Fonrrscun, on presenting petitions, drew at- 
tention to the dissensions in the diocese of Exeter on 
the subject of rubrics. He related the history of 
the matter: Bishop Phillpotts’s pastoral letter or- 
dering the use of the — in preaching ; the 
ferment which it occasioned; the subsequent letter 
retracting that order; and the continued agitation 
to abolish the use of the surplice even where it had 
previously excited no dislike. The rubrics it is in 
some points impossible to obey: the increase of the 
population, for instance, would make it absurd to 
require the 2 lay his hand on the head of every 
sep. ate child in the ceremony of confirmation; many 
persons are of opinion that the use of a white gown is 
not more necessary to sound doctrine or discipline, 
and that the rubric requiring its use may as well be 
violated as the one neglected by the Bishop. The 

nalties, however, on a Bishop or other clergyman 
os infringing the rubrics, are, for the first offence, 
forfeiture of one year's 83 for the second, 

eprivation of promotion and one year’s imprison- 
= = 2 Mhird, imprisonment for life. The 
titions which he presented, from Exeter, Altring- 
ent near Exeter, and Southmolton, complained 
that obsolete forms and usages had been revived, 
apd prayed that parliament would revise and alter 
the rubrics; a prayer which he cordially supported. 
A fourth petition, from Dr Carwithen, represented 
the difficulties under which a clergyman is placed, 
between the obligation to fulfil the rubrics and the 
nce of the laity. He moved that the peti- 

tion be printed. 

„The Bishop of Exerer, as a spiritual peer, de- 
gaurred to the right of the House to a defence from 
bim; but he made a further statement. He described 
how, on complaints against individuals and the de- 
elaration of clergymen that they felt bound to obey 
the rubrics, he had been compelled to interfere ; and 
how he had taken counsel of the chapter of Exeter: 
two-thirds of that body advised the issue of the pas- 
toral letter, representing that the people would bow 
to his authority; but he had been disappointed. He 
éautioned the House, that many persons, even in- 
duding some clergymen, are desirous of altering the 
Prayer Book; some portions of the Liturgy have 
been violated and set at nought, as being too closely 
allied to popery; and he had been obliged to pro- 
eeed against more than one individual, to correct 
that error. He felt, therefore, that there were 
grounds for impugning the practice of setting the 
tubrics aside. The petition at Southmolton was 
adopted at the suggestion of Lord Fortescue ; and 
Dr Phillpotts felt it to be no small advantage to meet 
Lord Fortescue face to face, and to have the oppor- 
tunity of asking what this is all about? — — 
—to learn what are those ‘ obsolete forms an 
usages to which the petitioners referred. | Lord 
Fortescue—*‘ The use of the surplice, for instance.“ 
The Bishop went on to say, that he had only re 
one speech on these matters, not having time to read 
the newspapers [a laugh]—and that was a speech 
dy a judge in the Court of Bankruptcy, one of the 
highly gifted class comprised in the denomination of 
barristers of five years standing pry He it 
was who advised the petitioners of Exeter also to 
apply to the Queen in council on the subject of their 
grievances. In a long speech that gentleman stated 
that the Queen would be advised by the archbishops 
and bishops, all of whom belong to the privy coun- 
cil fla wey He added that they were styled 
4 ä 2222 on that account [laughter]. 
And he said that the Queen was the proper person 
to apply to, because of the supremacy in the church 
which at the reformation was transferred from the 
Pope to the Sovereign. Such, however, was not the 
ease. The “supremacy” of the Pope was an usur- 
pation; and when that was taken away, the crown 
only recovered the temporal power which it ancient- 
y held at common Jaw: the clergy alone are the 

olders of the purely spiritual supremacy, Dr Phill- 


potts, with a sareastic allusion to Dr Carwithen’s | 
‘state of nervous excitement”’ at not knowing what 
to do, denied that there is any single rubric that 
cannot be obeyed according to the fair letter of the 
law ; and he avowed his willingness to abolish the 
penalties, imposed at a time when there was sub- 
stantial dread of change: but he cautioned the House 
against further interference. In 1641, that House, 
then comprising men as earnest in their support of 
the Liturgy as any now, resolved themselves into a 
committee of religion ; within two months after, the 
effects of their interference with the Liturgy were 
felt in the punishment of those who fell under its 
operation ; in three years, the House agreed with the 
Commons to abolish the Book of Common Prayer ; 
and when the Liturgy was abolished, the House of 
Lords itself was done away with by a vote of the 
other House. He looked, indeed, to no such result 
at the present time; but the House would shrink 
from a course the pursuit of which their strict con- 
stitutional duty was far from imposing on them. He 
explained the proper course, if interposition were 
necessary, but observed that he did not think it so 
in the present case. 

To her Majesty in Council belongs the privilege of 
originating laws and regulations which shall be binding 
in this respect. But in such cases as those which we are 
now considering, there have been significant warnings 
of the unhappy effects resulting from hasty and ill-advised 
alterations and innovations. The invariable rule, as far 
as my apprehension guides me, has been for the crown 
to issue its commission for an assembly of divines, in 
order to consult them, and to take the advice and opinion 
of that body on the subject of initiating any measures 
affecting the forms of the liturgy. The crown always 
laid the matter before the convocation; and after the 
convocation had decided upon it, parliament was applied 
to, in order to give their decision the support of ie: 
parliament always left it to the spiritual instructors of 
the church—not to the laity, but to those who were ap- 
pointed by the divine head of the church—to propose, 
and the lay members of the church were to signify their 
assent or dissent; and in the former case it had the force 
of law. I do hope, that if at any time proceedings of 
this kind are necessary, they will originate from the 
cro-wn. 

Lord BROVOHAM agreed in all that had fallen from 
the Bishop, with a single exception: I hold the 
power of parliament to be paramount in every matter 
—that over everything in the country, spiritual or 
temporal, the jurisdiction of parliament extends. 
But it is useless to discuss that point; and he would 
not be able to convince me any more than I should 
be able to convince him, as he is spiritual and I am 
lay.“ He rejoiced to find that there were no matters 
of greater moment to divide the church. At one 
time the forms in question were of substantial im- 
portance: now we think differently, and to revive 
what has fallen into desuetude would only occasion 
scandal and dissension. The wisest course is to let 
things go on as they are. The Bishop of Norwicu 
was of opinion that the rubrics cannot all be obeyed, 
and deprecated the revival of usages that may grieve 
tender consciences. The Bishop of Lonpon em- 
phatically observed, that the impossibility of obey- 
ing some rubrics is no reason for disobeying others. 

ore words passed; but nothing substantial re- 
sulted; and eventually, the petitions were ordered 
to lie on the table. 


LETTER OPENING FOR FOREIGN DESPOTS. 

Lord Beaumont called attention to the attempt of 
the Bandieras and their companions, in their unfor- 
tunate expedition from Corfu to Calabria, to afford 
the Foreign ny wea an opportunity of meeting the 
charges lately brought against him. 

The Earl of ABERDEEN replied at considerable 
length. He explained, in the most distinct manner, 
that, having examined the letters of Mr Mazzini and 
others, sent to him by the Home Office, he commu- 
nicated information derived from those letters; but 
he did not communicate a single syllable of the 
letters, nor the name of the writers ; andghe kept in 
view the personal safety of individuals who might 
be compromised by uny information. Those pre- 
cautions were fully successful; and he had reason 
to believe that not a single individual suffered from 
information given to the Austrian government. 
Complaints had been made of the license allowed 
to Italian refugees at Malta. He was aware that 
one of the brothers Bandiera had arrived at Corfu, 
because the Austrian ambassador complained that 
he arrived with an English passport; he deserted 
from the Austrian navy at Venice; and as that navy 
consists altogether of Italians, the desertion was re- 
garded as important. Lord Aberdeen also knew 
that another brother had agg to Malta; because 
Sir P. Stuart very properly refused to surrender 
him to an Austrian captain; but he had not the 
smallest conception that any expedition from Corfu 
was contemplated, at one time or another. There is 
reason to believe that the expedition was prepared 
within a week; for the Bandieras arrived on the 6th 
of June, and sailed again on the 12th; so that the 
story about sending a sbirro to entrap them was 
most improbable. And the demand of the Italian 
consuls, that the conspirators should be brought back, 
also disproved the alleged wish to allure them to Italy. 
Lord Seaton refused, partly because he could not 
believe that the expedition had sailed; and it was 
rather to be regretted, for the sake of the young men 
themselves, that he did refuse. He sent a steamer 
to Otranto, so that the intelligence might be com- 
municated to Naples by telegraph. ‘The conspira- 
tors landed at Cortona on the 16th; marched for 
three days, without opposition, through a thinly- 
peopled country; met a party of rural guard on the 
19th; discomfited it, and killed the leader; and were 
themselves conquered by a party under the judge of 
San Giovanni in Fiore, on the road to Cosenza. 
Treachery among their own number had been sus- 


pected, because, while the rest were sentenced to 


—_ 


death, one was only sentenced to five years’ impri- 
sonment. The real chief of the party was Colonel 
Ricciotti, well known among discontented Italians. 
He was nearly taken with Lord Aberdeen’s 


| in his pocket, obtained at the recommendation of an 


eminent ppg bye in the city; but he was de- 
prived of it by the police at Marseilles, to whom he 
was well known: how he joined the expedition has 
not been learned. The Neapolitan ambassador had 
even accused the British government of remissness 
—his tone implying something more than remias- 
ness; and the conduct of the authorities at Corfu 
had been the subject of a bitter complaint from the 
Austrian consul to his government, Lord Aberdeen 
hoped that he might have no better-founded may 5 
than that of a share in this catastrophe to answer 

at the last great day of account. 

Lord Beaumont was quite satisfied with Lord 
Aberdeen’s vindication, and could no longer believe 
the treachery imputed to Naples; but he thought 
that hostile threats ought not to have made Lord 
Aberdeen look minutely into correspondence. 


Friday, February 28th. 
Lord MoxrRA LR moved for a series of returns in 
reference to the discriminating duties on sugar, and 
availed himself of the opportunity the subject af - 
forded to comment unfavourably upon the 
rial measure. For this premature expression of 
opinion he was reproved by Lord Stanley, who, how- 
ever, offered no Objection to the production of the 
7! ae SE 
cussion ensued u e secon A 
bill to remedy the defects of the existing law in 
writs of error (to strongly * 4 by Mr O Con- 
nell's case) and led to one of those agreeable en- 
counters between the Lord Cuancetior and hi 
friends Lords CAurRRLL and Broveuam which so. 
much enliven the House. Lord CaMBPRELL com- 
plained that the Lord Chancellor had stolen his last 
year’s bantling and now produced it as a child of his 
own; the Lord CHANcELLOoR explained, in his face-. 
tious way, the imputed theft; and Lord Brougham 
rushed, after his wont, to the relief of the woolsack. : 
Lord Denman heartily concurred in testifying to the 
propriety of the measure; and, amidst much merri- 
ment at its change of parentage and the better ro- 
ception it in consequence received, the bill was read 
a second time. 


THe QuEEN Ax D Prince.—A court was held at 
Buckingham palace during the past week, for the re- 
ception of her Royal Highness the Grand Duchess 
(Stephanie) of Baden ; who has also been the object, 
since her arrival, of all kinds of aristocratic atten- 
tions and courtesies. The Prince has attended the 
fine arts commission, and taken equestrian exercise 
with her Majesty in the royal riding school. 


Tue Vacant Garter.—The garter, vacant by the 
death of the Marquis of Westminster, has been con- 
ferred on the Marquis of Camden. 

A commission has passed the Great Seal, appoint- 
ing the Right Honourable Sir Edward Ryan, Thomas 
Starkie, Esq., Q. C., Robert Vaughan Richards, Esq., 
Q.C., Harry Bellenden Ker, Esq., and Andrew 
Amos, Esq., to be her Majesty’s commissioners for 
oe the criminal law; and appointing James 
John Lonsdale, Esq., to be secretary to the commis- 
sion.—Morning Chronicle. 


THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL has returned to this 


country from Italy greatly improved in health. 


Darn or Mr Baron Guunzy.—Sir John Gur- 
ney, one of the barons of the Court of Exchequer, 
died, on Saturday last, at his residence in Lincoln’s 
Inn fields. The father of the learned baron was 
Joseph Gurney, Esq., of Walworth, and his mother 
was the daughter of William Brodie, Esq., formerly 
of Mansfield. ‘This learned and eminent 
was born in the year 1768, and therefore, at the time 
of his death, was in the 77th year of his age. He 
was called to the bar, at which he practised as a 
criminal lawyer, in 1825; and, in 1832, raised to the 
bench, but did not obtain much reputation in the 
latter position. His severity and irritability as a 
judge are proverbial. Even the Times says—* It 

as been said that his anxiety to dispense the 
strictest justice, caused him occasionally to overlook 
those claims which might perhaps, in a mind diffe- 
rently constituted, have led to more lenient sen- 
tences than those which he felt it his duty to pro- 
nounce.“ On religious subjects he more once 
changed his opinions. In early life he was a mem- 
ber of an independent co ation at Clapham, of 
which Mr G. Browne was the minister. As he ad · 
vanced in years, he manifested an evident leaning 
soouele, salou bat have 2s eae © 

e bench, he join e church a . 
his official career, he availed himself of one or two 
opportunities of displaying his hatred of those prin- 
ciples in the advocacy of which, in early life, he had 
been especially zealous. 

The secretary at war has decided upon the erec- 
tion of five experimental military prisons, to which 
superintendents, selected from the half-pay list, are 
to be 8 appointed, at a salary, in the ma- 
jority of cases, o £200 per annum. 

Tue Sucar Durtzs.— We learn, on the very best 
authority, that a parcel of Louisiana sugar has been 
recently 8 at Now 22 — Foun wont 
Liverpool, with the view of trying whether it can be 
profitably sold in the English —— Of course it 
will be entitled ta entry at the same duty as free- 
labour sugar, pursuant to the terms of the com- 
mercial treaty between the two countries. Man- 
chester Guardian. 

Tue OrpNANCE AND Army EsTINATES.— The ord- 
nance estimates for the year, published yesterday, are 
SI OES Sane for bw effective 1 ~~ than — 

ear. items of increase are for pay an 
— £62,327 for commissariat and 
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supplies, £3,392 for the ordnance-office, £18,017 for 
lishments at home and abroad, £9,626 for wages 
of artificers and labourers, £71,534 for stores, and 
£116,019 for works, buildings, repairs, &c. The 
single items of diminished demand is for the scien- 
tific branch, £1,308 less. On the non-effective service 
there is a dimunition of £598. The whole charge 
more this year than last is £283,058. The number 
of officers, non-commissioned officers, and rank and 
file; which it is Bes png to maintain for the service 
of the United Kingdom, exclusive of the troops em- 
ployed in the East Indies, for the year, from the lst 
April, 1845, to the 31st March, 1846, is 100,011. The 
— r effective services amounts to 13, 830, 791, 
and for non-effective, 2, 148,301 — total, f 6,979, 272. 


Tue total charge for 1844— 1846 was 46, 984,524 
decretise, £5,252. 


Gan Law Committez.—The following are the 
members whom Mr Bright proposes to nominate as 
e 98 committee on the game laws: — Mr Bright, 
ir G. Cavendish, Mr Etwall, Mr Burroughs, Mr 
ton, Mr C. Villiers, Mr Trelawny, Lord 
Marsham, Mr H. Johnstone, Mr M. Gibson, Mr 
Bankes, Mr G. Berkeley, Mr M. Sutton, Mr Bouverie, 
and Lord Clive. Globe. 


Emicration to Canapa.—The Lords of the Trea- 
sury have instructed the customs department in Ca- 
nada to exempt from payment of the imperial duties, 
household furniture, and other necessaries, which 
accompany settlers, and are intended solely for 
their own use, or that of their families, and not for 
the purpose of trade or sale. 


ImPortatTion of WuEAT.—By a return just issued 
we léarn, that the total quantity of wheat imported 
from the United States into Canada, from the 11th 
of October, 1843, to the 31st of July, 1844, amounted 
to 31,266 quarters, the amount of duty received 
thereon being £4,689. The quantities of wheat im- 

rted into the United Kingdom from the United 

tes (for home consumption), from 11th of Octo- 
ber, 1843, to the 5th of July, 1844, amounted to 
2,421 quarters, paying a duty of £2,048; and of 
wheat-flour, 30,950 cwts, paying a duty of £9,579. 
The quantities of wheat and wheat-flour, the pro- 
dude of Canada, imported into Great Britain and 
Ireland (for home 3 from the llth of 
October, 1843, to the 31st of December, 1844, 
amounted as follows :—wheat, 50,139 quarters, pay- 
ing a duty of £2,627; and wheat-flour, 882,261 cwts, 
paying a duty of £15,173. 

New Prosecrep RAILWAxSs.— Friday night's Ga- 
zette notifies that the board have determined on re- 
pre parliament in favour of—The Aberdeen ; 

usidee and Perth (line on the north bank of the 
Tay) j ani and Northern; Scottish Midland; 
and Glasgow, Barrhead, and Neilston; Whitehaven 
and Furness Junction; Kendal and Windermere ; 
and the Lowestoft proposed railways. The board 
Have also determined on ig tren | to parliament 

arr 


against the Glasgow and Ayr—Barrhead and Neils- 
ton Branch. 


Writing to the Times, A Canadian suys—‘I 
have reason to believe that an American officer of 
rank was recently permitted to go through our 
arsenals, and examine our guns and munitions of 
war, and make himself perfectly acquainted with all 
our details. It is also said, that he is to be allowed 
by our government to purchase cannon that have 
been tested by the authorities at Woolwich. Are 
we to supply the arms by which the American 
aggressions on the Oregon territory are to be made? 
Surely the Master-general of the Ordnance is not 
acquainted with these proceedings.“ 


Caution.—Ladies should not answer any adver- 
tisements offering loans of money in small sums to 
enable them to enter into business. A case has re- 
cently been made known to us, in which a lady ap- 
plied at a respectable house in answer to one of 
these advertisements. She was introduced into an 
office, where a person, said to be a professional man, 
was seated. e lady was called upon to state the 
amount she required, and the terms she was willing 
to pay for the accommodation. The particulars were 
taken down in writing, and she was required to sign 
her name to them and Bae her address. Having 
done so, she was informed that she must pay 10s. 6d. 
as a commencing fee. She refused to pay anything, 
and left the place. The next day she received a 
lawyer's letter; demanding payment of the 10s. 6d., 
and threatening proceedings if that amount was not 
paid. Fortunately, this lady had a friend able to 
give her proper advice under such circumstances: 
the was resisted. Steps will be taken to 
expose the parties if any further attempts are made. 
In the meantime, as many ladies may be beguiled 
by the offer of loans on their personal security, and 
other plausible offers, we think it our duty to 
caution them publicly against this iniquitous sys- 
tem.— Times. 


Tue NRW Tarirr may be described as a foodless 
tariff. wh says he would defy the most inge- 
nious cook to hash up a dinner out of the whole 430 
articles. The following,“ says that sarcastic com- 
mentator, is the best bill of fare we could make 
up from the list before us :— 

Fisn.— Whale fins of British taking. 

Sour.—Ox tail, tanned, but not otherwise dressed. 

: GAME: ng birds 


dyed or coloured, dressed in oil. 

Ewntregs.—Fricasseedracoon, tiger en papillote. 

Pastry.—Sweet wood. 

Cugese.—Bees’ wax. 

DessERT.—Nuts, kernels of walnuts, and of peach 
stones. L 
Wines anp Liqugurs.—Antimony wine, senna, 

draconis, &c, 


wader the new 


Ts.— wood, hoofs of cattle, lamb (skins) } 


EVERYBODY’S COLUMN. 
A very elegant little steam vessel is about to be 
built to ply on Lake Windermere. 

Our respected town clerk,’’ says the Preston 
Chroniele, ‘‘ paid this week his 112th visit to the 
Lancaster assizes. 

A ball in aid of the distressed needlewomen of 
London, was held on Wednesday last. £1,000 was 
su ed to have been raised for the institution. 

HE Leacug Bazaar.—The council of the League 
are making arrangements with the various railway 
companies for cheap trains to London during the 
holding of the bazaar in Covent Garden theatre in 
me next. 

int TO Wrives.—There are plenty of ways to 
bring a man to reason. His buttons may be not 
sown on; his dinner kept waiting; pickles or 

tatoes not provided; and there may be nothing 
or him but a cold shoulder when he expects a hot 
joint.— Punch, 

How to Get a Brr.—“ Shall I cut this loin of 
mutton saddle way“ said a host to his guest. 
No,“ replied the latter, by all means cut it 
bridle way, for then I may chance to get a bit in my 
mouth.“ 

Inisk Practican Wit. — A Tipperary Rockite 
sends a letter of advice to aneighbour, about taking 
a certain piece of land or letting it alone; and ends 
with this pithy question, What's the whole world 
to a man if his wife be a widow?” 

Porutation ANALYsis Extraorptnary.—In ad- 
dition to the information afforded by the census of 
1841, we learn from the Leicester Mercury that the 
population of Leicester consists of three classes, viz., 
those who believe in mesmerism, those who believe 
in magic rings, and those who believe in neither ! 

Thorwaldsen’s statue of Byron, which was denied 
a place in Westminster Abbey, and was even sup- 

ed to have been destroyed in the Custom house, 

as again come to light, and is to be put up in 
Trinity college at Cambridge, where the poet 
studied. 

Truzt Breepinc. — Lord Chatham, who was 
almost as remarkable for his manners as for his 
eloquence and public spirit, has defined good breed 
ing “ Benevoleuce in trifles, or the preference of 
: : ers to ourselves in the little daily occurrences of 
ife.“ 

A craniologist, strolling through a church yard, 
took up one of the skulls, and, after examining it 
for some time, exclaimed, Ah! perhaps this was 
the skull of a philosopher.” Perhaps so, said 
the grave-digger, tor I perceive that it is somewhat 
cracked.“ 

Missixd NewspaPers.—In the House of Lords on 
Friday week, Lord Lonsdale said that the number 
of newspapers returned to the Dead Letter office 
from the loss of their envelopes and addresses, 
amounted to 456,000 in a year ! 

AsTONISHING Precocity.—A charity boy, only six 
years old, belonging to St Martin’s parish, being 
asked by one of the overseers what was his notion 
of ‘* perpetuity,”’ instantly replied, ‘‘ The income 
tax.’’— Punch. 

We (Mining Journal) are informed that a contract 
has been entered into for the construction of engines 
of approved arrangements, of such power and 
dimensions as will perform the distance between 
Manchester and London with the most perfect safety 
in six hours, or at the rate of forty miles per hour. 

The following highly complimentary ”’ effusion 
to a contemporary appeared in the Standard a few 
days since :—*‘ The Iimes is a disgrace to the press, 
to the profession of journalism, and to the country, 
and a deeper disgrace to those who continue to 
patronise it, after all its scandalous acts.“ 

Sin James GRAHAM AND THE Sry System. — It 
is said, in extenuation of the conduct of Sir James 
Graham in opening private letters, that it enables 
him to do away with the spy system. This may be 
true to a certain extent; but Sir James does away 
with the spy system as the Lord Mayor does away 
with the Lord Mayor’s fool, by performing the 
duties himself. It is clear enough that no ministry 
is in want of spies while it has the services of a Sir 
James Graham.— Punch. 

Provine AN ALIBI.—A clergyman at Cambridge 
preached a sermon which one of his auditors com- 
mended. ‘ Les, said the gentleman to whom it 
was mentioned, it was a good sermon, but he stole 
it.“ This was told tothe preacher. He resented 
it, and called on the gentleman to retract what he 
had said. I am not,“ replied the aggressor, “ a 
apt to retract we | words, but in this instance I will. 
I said you had stolen the sermon; I find I was 
wrong, for on returning home, and referring to the 
book whence I thought it was taken, I found it 
there. — Miss Hawkins’s Memoirs. 

A New Arcnc Expszpition is expected to sail 
about the first week in May, under the command of 
Sir John Franklin. The intended route is through 
Barrow's Straits, between Cape Walker and Bankes’ 
Land, and thence to the continent of America to the 
westward of Woollaston Land. They will still be 
able to take two years’ provisions; though the 
steam apparatus and coals will not admit of their 
taking three years’ complete, as on former Arctic 
voyages. 

A Cool ProposaL.—The Morning Post states that 
there are five thousand Jews in Algeria, and throws 
out the following recommendation—‘It would be 
well for this distracted land, if the peoplish could be 
got rid of by some such summar ess as was em- 
ployed by penultimate Turkis Sultan, when he 
disposed of thirty thousand troublesome Janissaries 
in the cool of the evening.” That is, by cutting 
their throats! Is it not pleasant, asks Punch 
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THE PERIODICALS (MARCH). 


“THE Biblical Repository and Classical Review ” 
for January has, as usual, many articles that do 
great credit to our transatlantic brethren. The 
chief are, Three Progressive Experiments in 
Human Government” — namely, “Grecian De- 
mocracy, Roman Law, and Christian Republican- 
ism ;” “The Teutonic Metaphysics, or Modern 
Transcendentalism—the Philosophical Theories of 
Kant and Fichte, Schelling and Hegel ;” “ An Ex- 
amination of Joshua x. 12—15,” the ground taken 
being, that the passage is an extract, or a quota- 
tion, from a work to which it refers; and that, 
consequently, it forms no part whatever of the 
sacred record; D’Aubigné’s discourse, in his own 
style and manner, on “ Lutheranism and Reform; 
their diversity essential to their unity ;” and a con- 
tinuation of “ Dominici Diodati I. C. Neapolitani, 
de Christo Greece Loquente Exercitatio.” The 
whole number is exceedingly rich in talent, philo- 
sophy, and learning. 

„The Eclectic Review” has fewer articles than 
usual, but they are longer. This we deem an evil. 
Variety is an indispensable attribute in such a pe- 
riodical. Excellence, however great, apart from 
all other considerations, is not sufficient. With 
the exception of their being too few and too long, 
the papers are generally admirable. “ Dr Bell and 
Joseph Lancaster—their Acts and Monuments,” 
and the “ Position and Prospects of the Church of 
England,” are especially worthy of perusal; while 
“The Epistle to the Colossians,” and “ Popular 
Satire during the Middle Ages,” contain much 
that will be interesting to the readers whose taste 
and talents give a zest to the subjects. 

“The Illuminated Magazine” has several con- 
tinuations. “Fatherland,” “Travel and Talk,” 
“The Adventures of a Scamp,” and “ Mirvan,” 
are such. We have a strong dislike to this prac- 
tice of linking together the numbers of a periodi- 
cal. It greatly — from their interest, and 
we cannot but think it is impolitic, though its 
prevalence would rather indicate that it is not, as 

ublishers seldom “ go on” in a mistake if they 

egin with one. Otherwise, we should say, that 
while it may answer in the case of well-established 
and largely-circulated works, it must obstruct the 
sale of others. Notwithstanding this error, the 
present number of the “Illuminated” is the best 
and most entertaining we have seen. Some clever 
and lively writers are evidently engaged on it. 
We are glad to see the “ Honourable Grantley 
Fitzhardinge Berkeley” severely handled. 

Tait“ is, by means of the practice of “ gutting” 
books, possessed of more than usual excellence. 


The art of selecting is next to that of writing, and 


this month it receives a large display. The Cor- 
respondence of Burke“ “ Opinions of the Ger- 
mans on the Scottish Church Question” “ Recent 
Novels on the Condition of Ireland Question“ — 
“Recent Tours and Travels“ —“ Poetry of the 
Month”—supply the chief substance of the present 
number. Besides these reviews, there is a con- 
tinuation of Mrs Johnstone’s “ Nighean Ceard”— 
some poetry—short notices—and an able article, 
as Tait’s political articles are always able, on“ the 
Opening of the Session and the State of Parties.” 
“Douglas Jerrold’s Magazine” proceeds with 
the history of “St Giles and St James’—attacks 


the window tax in a paper called “ the Luxury of . 


Light“ presents us with some more of Patmore’s 
very interesting Recollections of Hazlitt”—an 
exposure of the Tally System”—sensible remarks 
on quackery—and several pieces of poetry—be- 
sides our friend “ Hedgehog’s Letters,” which give 
a view of home proceedings and affairs, more 
amusing than most, and more philosophical than 
many. 

“ Cruikshank’s Table Book” contains a picture 
of fearful effect, entitled “the Folly of Crime.” 
The articles are of the humorous description, 
with illustrations by the matchless George; of 
which, Leaves from a New Edition of Lempriere” 
—the Stage Ladies’ Maid”—* All the World's a 
Bedlam”—*“ Private Theatricals“—“ Song of the 
Months”—“a Scamper over the Serpentine“—“ a 
Literary Curiosity / —“ a Table before the Fire’— 
“the Music Master Abroad”—and “ Guy Green- 
horn’s Wanderings” are the principal. As a spe- 
cimen of the first, we give the concluding part of 
“ Alexander” :— 

„From Egypt he went to the temple of Jupiter Am- 
mon, where Nie bribed the priests to say that he was de- 
scended from the gods; so that it was probably the 
temple of Jupiter Gammon at which these priests used 
to officiate. e built a town on the Nile, called Alex- 
andria, and, animated by the same spirit as that which 
prompted Lord Ellenborough, he aimed at Indian con 
quest, and attacked Porus, an Indian king, whom he 
rendered literally porous, by drilling holes with his 
spear all over the unfortunate potentate. Having made 
a handsome fortune, he retired to Babylon, where he 
took to drinking, and began to run through a great deal 
of his property—a process he occasionally varied, by 
running through one of his best friends; for he perfo- 
rated poor Clitus with a spear, at a public dinner, be- 
cause, in a neat speech, he had eulogised the virtues of 
Philip. Still, we are told, he was easy and familiar with 
his friends; though the * records we have of bis easy 
familiarity relate to his off-hand mode of disposing of 
them, whenever his humour prompted him. He ied at 
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the early age of thirty-two, of delirium tremens, brought 


excessive drinking, universally regretted by all 
= Be d not know — While living, he patronised 
literature, and gave Aristotle, who was exceedingly hard 
up, a purse to complete his Natural History, which was 
tly in type, when the printers, who had never seen 
fhe colour of the sage’s money, very naturally refused 
0 go on with it.“ 
“The Christian Reformer,“ besides an Histo- 
rical Sketch of the Trinitarian Controversy, from 
e accession of William III, to the passing of the 
oth Act;” Letters from Rome; reviews 


of Long’s “ Conduct af Life,” and D’Aubigné’s 
“True Spirit of the Reformed Church ;” contains 


eritical notices of the “ British Quarterly Review,” 
the “ Eclectic,” and “ Tait.” Speaking of a notice 
of Madge’s Lectures on Puseyism” in the 
Eclectic, the editor says, “It is as gratifying as 
itis new for a unitarian writer to receive frank 

nd hearty praise from an Eclectic’ reviewer.” 

e should not notice this sentence for its own 
gake, but it is an indication of a state of things 
that we are sorry to perceive. Next to bigotry 
and unfairness, is the evil of suspecting it, and 
being ready to believe it. This prevails exten- 
sively. To those who have opportunities, like our- 
selves, of seeing most of the denominational 
organs, it would be very amusing, if it were not 
something worse, to see how each, in its turn, ap- 
pears to imagine that the opinions and the party 
which it represents are specially unknown to, and 
specially ill-treated by, the rest. We did not ex- 

ect that the “Christian Reformer” would have 
fallen into the error of deeming it a “ new” thing 
for a unitarian to be praised by the “ Eclectic.” 
One of most pleasing signs of the times, in con- 
nexion with religious controversy, has been the 
„frank“ and “hearty” manner in which that re- 
view has noticed unitarian works. Who does not 
ae that its notice of the “ Liverpool Unitarian 

ontroversy ” made, on this very account, quite a 
commotion among the bigots of all sorts; and gave 
@ promise of fair dealing, which the subsequent 
notices of Carpenter’s “ Sermons ” and “ Life,” and 
other papers, have amply redeemed—articles which 
unitarians themselves have privately, and in ‘2 
commended for their spirit, as well as ability 
„ Fisher’s Colonial Magazine ” is — oc- 
cupied with papers entitled, The Prosperity and 
Splendour of England not discrepant with the 
Power and Jurisdiction of France ;” What are 
the Prospects of Western Australia?” “The Bri- 
tish Government and the Falkland Islands; 
4 Emigration to New South Wales; „ The 
Neilgherries, or the Blue Mountains of Coimba- 
tore;” “ Refuge Harbours.” 

“The Baptist Magazine” appears to us to have 
greatly improved of late. The baptists have not 
escaped the spirit of literary rivalry that has visited 
most other denominations. It is pleasing to find 
that the new periodicals do not injure the sale of 
the old ones, while they stimulate them to fresh 
efforts. 

“ Cobbin’s Child’s Commentator” (Ward) was 
worthy of this re-appearance in a better guise. 
We have before us two numbers, 1 and 2, and can 
say that it is admirably got up, with very appro- 
priate illustrations. Nos 2 and 3 of“ The Domes- 
tic Bible” (Arnold), by the same author, are also 
before us, and will prove, we doubt not, popular. 
We have besides the first number of “ The Porta- 
ble Commentary” (Arnold), presenting a consider- 
able portion of the Bible, with commentary, by 
Cobbin, and a respectable map, for a small weekly 
sum. 

Knight’s periodicals go on with undiminished 

We have on our table Part II. of “The 
olitical Dictionary ;’ Part XIII. of “The Sunday 
Book,” which is now nearly complete; and Part 
XIII. of Old England,” richly embellished. No. 
12 of “ Payne’s Universum” presents us with four 
engravings—one of Eugéne Sue; a second of Tan- 
iers; a third, with meaning in it, entitled The 
xcursion ;” and a fourth, very lovely, of Villa 
Doria, Genoa.” 

“ The Teacher's Offering“ is beautifully got up, 
and supplies a rich fund of information and enter- 
tainment to the young. With the single excep- 
tion, which we have noticed formerly, of the style’s 
being too “ long-legged,” we can scarcely conceive 
of a better thing for the size and price. 


Old England’s Alarum. London: Hatchard and Son; 
Nisbet and Son; Seeley and Co. 12mo, pp. 61. 


We have here a poem against Tractarianism. The 
anonymous writer appears to be an evangelical church- 
man of, pious, sound, and intelligent views on this 
dangerous heresy. The mode in which he presents the 
subject is not unlikely to make it attractive where a 
formal treatise would not be entertained. As a blow at 
Puseyism we wish it telling success. It is well and 
elegantly got up; but we think it far too dear, except 
for the wealthy and genteel. 


France Illustrated. Drawings by J. ALLoM 
tions by the Rev. G 
I. her, Son, and Co. 


Tnis new work opens by three superb engravings and 
oo title. The cathedral of Lyons and the view 
of Marseilles deserve the highest praise we can express. 
The abbey church of St Denis is scarcely inferior, and 
the view of St Cloud is delicious. These engravings, 


and the drawings fr 
pr ae . om which they have been made, are 
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Wurrcuvnck, Hants.—On the evening of Tues- 
day, February 26, the congregation, late under the 
pastoral care of Mr E. Amery, met for the purpose 
of commending him and his family to the protection 
of the great Head of the church, and of supplicating 
that his labours may be greatly succeeded in that 
* of the vineyard to which he has been called to 
abour—Cambden, in Gloucestershire. At the same 
time, the church presented him with Baxter’s paint- 
ing of the baptising in Jamaica, a copy of Jones's 
** Ecclesiastical History,“ and two of Carson’s 
smaller works, as a token of its continued affection 
and esteem. 

Lyme Reo1s.—Mr Philip James, of the Western 
college, Exeter, has accepted (after a probation of 
three months) a unanimous invitation to the pas- 
torate of the independent church assembling at 
Combe street chapel in this town, and entered on 
his pastoral engagements on the second Sabbath in 
February. The late pastor of the church (Mr F. 
Rice), and recently a member of the Western col- 
lege committee, when on his death-bed, had recom- 
mended Mr James to his people as his successor. 


AsuBurton, Devon.—Two very impressive ser- 
mons were preached at the independent chapel in 
this town on Sunday last; that in the morning by 
Mr W. H. Drew, missionary from Madras, and the 
sermon in the evening, to a large congregation, by 
Mr Spedding Curwen, from Reading. At the close 
of each service collections were made for the London 
Missionary Society. On Monday evening, about 
five o clock, upwards of two hundred persons par- 
took of tea at the London Inn Assembly room, which 
was tastefully decorated with appropriate banners 
and evergreens, in celebration of the glorious jubilee 
of the London Missionary Society. After tea, the 
vast assembly still increasing, the meeting was ad- 
journed to the above chapel. Sir Culling Eardley 
Smith, Bart, was called on to preside. We observed 
on the platform Dr Keith, from Scotland; Messrs 
Wreford, Tarbottom, from Totnes; Chater, Osborne, 
Allen, Beard, Drew, Curwen, &c., &c. The service 
commenced by singing, From all that dwell below 
the skies ;’’ after which, most interesting informa- 
tion respecting the above society, from its progress 
in 1795-6 to the present period, was given. The 
chapel was crowded, and good-will and Christian 
fellowship prevailed. 

Lymineton, Hants.—On Thursday, Feb. 20th, a 
public tea meeting was held at the assembly room, 
by the congregational dissenters, on behalf of the 
building fund for erecting a new chapel and school 
rooms. The large room was crowded to the door 
with an attentive and animated audience. The chair 
was taken by Mr Gunn, of Christchurch, who intro- 
duced the business of the evening by a speech on 
the scriptural nature of the voluntary mode of sup- 
porting religion. The report was read by R. Sharp, 
jun., Esq., solicitor, secretary to the fund. The 
meeting was then addressed in a most interesting 
and eloquent manner by Messrs Davies, Wills, 
H. M. Gunn, Burt, Lloyd, and R. Sharp, Esq., of 
Christchurch. The audience manifested the warmest 
approbation of the sentiments expressed, and showed 
the liveliest pleasure to the last. The room was 
kindly lent for the purpose by Mr R. Rice, and was 
handsomely fitted up for the occasion. It is to be 
hoped that the liberal spirit displayed will continue, 
— the progress of the fund prove as encouraging 
as it has already done. 


BIRTH. 
Feb. 8, at Southampton, the wife of Mr Frederick VINEN, ofa 


son. 
7 MARRIAGES. 

Feb. 18, at Orchard street Chapel, Stock 
Mr J. Waddington, Mr JoHn BrRYNING, 
near Kirkham, to Betsy, only daughter of the late Mr Benjamin 
TOMLINSON, ironmonger, Stockport. 

Feb. 24th, at the Baptist chapel, Melbourne, Mr W. Epwarps, 
minister, of Brighton, to Mrs Dixon, of Castle Donington. 

Feb. 24th, at the Independent chapel, Malmesbury, by the 
pastor, Mr R. Whitmore, Mr JOHN ALEXANDER, of Westport, to 
Miss SIBILLA PAGINGTON, of Malmsbury. 

Feb. 25th, at the Wesleyan chapel, oat street, Colchester, 
12 the minister, Mr W. Clough, Mr DANIEL Moon, draper, of 

adleigh, Suffolk, to Emma, fifth daughter of Mr Joseph Warp, 
late of Peat hall, Mersea, Essex. 

Feb. 26, at West Orchard chapel, Coventry, by Mr J. Jerard, 
minister, SamMURL Berry, Esq., of Coventry, to ELIZABETH, 
youngest daughter of Harry CurtTuaM, Esq., of the same place. 

Feb. 26, at the baptist chapel, Silver street, Kensington, by 
Mr Francis Wills, minister of the chapel, Mr EpMUND DE 
Knock, of Kensington, to Miss Soria GRANT BANISTER, fourth 
daughter of Mr Banister, of Colchester. 

Feb. 26. at the Independent chapel, Southport, by Mr S. Brad- 
ley, independent minister, Mr BERT G. MILNE, A.M., of 
Tintwistle, near Manchester, son of the late Dr Milne of China, 
to CATHERINE, fonrth daughter of Mr BRADLEY. 

Feb. 26, at the Friends’ Meeting house, Colchester, Joseru 
SPENCE, of North Shields, to CA ROLINE, eldest daughter of J. 
SHEWELL, of the former place. 

Feb. 27, at Surrey chapel, by Dr Alliott, Mr Joux Wanlow, 
of Fleet street, to Miss CRosLAND, of Hatfield stieet, niece of 
the late G Bancroft, Esq. 

Feb. 27, at Brook street chapel, Warwick, by the father of the 
bride, Mr WILLIAM WILLCox, of Ilford. Essex, to ANN Owen, 
eldest daughter of Mr J. W. Percy, of Warwick. 

Feb. 27, at the Savoy chapel, London, by Mr Forster, Mr 8. 
Hussey, of Poole, to SARAH, second daughter of Mr Matthew 
HALL, of Sidmouth and Wellington street. London. 

March 3, at the inaependent chapel, Dartford, Kent, by Mr J. 
S. Cuzner, Mr EBENEZER WELLER, of Battle, Sussex, to Miss 
JANE CLEMENTS, of Crayford, Kent. 


DEATHS. 


rt, by the pastor, 


Feb. 11, at Wandsworth, Mr WiLt1aM Mack, master of | 
the Christchurch 


ish workhouse, Blackfriars road, in the 89th 
year of his age, For sixty-six years he was in fellowship with 
the Congregational church in Union street, S@uthwark, and 
nearly thirty-nine years a deacon. 
Feb. 18, 1845, universally beloved and respected, Mr THomas 
HE&LMORE, four years minister of the independent chapel, 
Stratford-on-Avon. 
Feb. 21, at Torre, Devon, after a long illness, PnIIIr WHIT- 
TAKER, Esq., of Bratton, Wilts, formerly of Cateaton street, 
don, aged 41. 
b. 22, at Boston, in the 80th year of his age, Mr Jauss 
* oe of a J PB. sane g RN row, 22 
‘ ARAH, the ved wife o - Hopson, of Sion 
chapel, techapel, after a painſul and protracted affliction, 


J 


| 


ighgate Newtown, 


Feb. 25, at Belford, in the 88rd year of his age, and within a 
day of completing the 52nd year of his ministry, Mr Calg. 


THOMSON, father of the United Associate Presb of 
stream and Berwick. 1 = s 


Feb. 26, Evizanern, the belo fe of D. M's _* 
16, Pleasant row, Pentonville, ved . e 0 RL, Req 


Feb. 27, at Watford, Herts, ELAN Moors, daughter of the 
late W. T. Beesy, Esq., aged 12 years and 3 months. 
March 2, Mr BARON Gurney, 


Trade and Commerce. 


LONDON GAZETTE. 
Friday, February 28. 
The following buildings are certified as places oy N 


for solemnising marriages, pursuant to the act of 
IV., cap. & :— 

St Bennett’s, Kemerton, Gloucestershire. 

Bryn Sion chapel, Dowlais, Glamorganshire. 


BANKRUPTCIRS ANNULLRD. 
Etpripaes, Raupu, Bletchingley, Surrey, innkeeper. 
WILLIAMS, JOHN POWNALL, t Stonehouse, Devenshire 


draper. 
BANKRUPTS. 
BaYLey, Epwaup, Cheswardine 
March 8, April 19: solicitors, Mr Ha 
London; Mr Brown, Wem; and Mr 


deb N Ned N 
— R. T. Hodgeon, 
Birmingham. 


Dalrox, James, Salford, Lancashire, joiner, heh 2 


April 3: solicitors, Mr Thomas Woodburne, Mane 
Messrs Rickarde and Walker, 29, Lincoln’s-inn fields, London. 

Dans, WitttaM, Dees, James, and Hoe, James, New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, builders, March 10, April 15: solicito 
Messrs Williamson and Hill, 4, Verulam buildings. Gray's 
Loudon, and Mesers Bates and Dees, Néewcastie-upon- 

GuRDON, Jauss Bropre, and GorpDon, Rosane, Poplar, 
coopers, March 17, April 15: solicitors, Mesers Stevens and Co., 
Queen street, Cheapside. 

GREEN, Juks, and GREEN, CHARLES, late of Borough road, 
corn dealers, March 1], April 16: solicitor, Mr T. N Smith, 
Barnard’s inn. 

Ra pu, JOHN, formerly of Weston, afterwarda of Walcot, So- 
mersetshire, innkeeper, March 11, April 8: solicitor, Mr W 
Gover Gray, Bristol and Bath. | 

RAWLINGS, Mary, and Raw.ines, Francis JOHN, Chelten- 
ham, cabinet makers, March 12, April : solicitors, Mesa 
Peters and Abbott, Bristol, and Mr William Talbot, Kiddere 
minster. 

We sh, JAMEs, Ring cross, Holloway, and Chalgrave, Bed- 
fordshire, victualer, March 7, April 19: solicitor, Mr Ruscombe 
Wollen, Bucklersbury. | : 


; 
8 


SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS, 
RAMSAY, RoBert, Glasgow, hosier, March 6, 35. 
STuaRT, WILLIAM, Tullglumb, farmer, March 7, 18. 


DIVIDENDS. 

8. Cox, Hendon and Brunswick street, horse dealer; div. of 

20s., March 1, and three following Saturdays—J. and 8. 8 

Sheffield, merchants; first div. of 88. 6d.; and a firet div. of s. 
on the separate estates, any day after March 3. | 


Tuesday, March 4. 


The following buildings are certified as places dul letered 
for e pursuant to the act of é and? Wi 
liam IV., cap. 85 :— 

Baptist chepel, Kingsbridge, Devonshire. 

Wesleyan mothodist chapel, Yeadon, Yorkshire. 

Independent chapel, Kenilworth, Warwickshire, 

Baptist chapel, South Shields, Durham. 


BANKRUPTOY ANNULLED. 
Hia@@tns, Henry, Leede, merchant. 


BANKRUPTS. 
CLARK, ROBERT, jun., late of Montagu close, * 
now of 1%, Paradise row, Rotherhithe, wharfinger, M 
and April 16: solicitors, Mcssrs Young and Hancock, Token 
house yard. 

CROWTHER, EXT WALKER, Scammonden, Yorkshire, woolen 


Mesers 


cloth manufacturer, March 17, and April 4: solici 
Meggison and Co., Bedford row, London; and Messrs M. & W.“ 
Sykes, Huddersfield, 

HARDwICk, WILLIAM, Holborn, draper, March 14, April 163: 
sOlicitors, Messrs Soles and Turner, 68, Aldermanbury. 

Hart, JAMEs, Greenwich, Kent, builder, March 11, April 18: 
solicitor, Mr Saul Yates, Bury street, St Mary-axe. 

MeTouer, THOMAS, Southampton, plumber, March II, April 
15: solicitors, Messrs Hindmarsh and Son, Jewin orangene, 
Cripplegate, City. Tt 

ICOLAY, Lewis JOHN, Woolwich, Kent, draper, March 14, 

April 15: solicitor, Mr W. H. Ashurst, Cheapside. 


SCOTCH SEQUBSTRATIONS, 
Gerkiz, WILLIAM, Mains of Mayen, Banffshire, grain deales,: 
March 11, April 1. 


Youna, JAuks, Edinburgh, innkeeper, March 11, 28. 
DIVIDENDS. — 


R. Robinson, 457, Strand, coal merchant, first div. of 3s., Mareh 
8, 2 — — 2 8. — J. Langhorn, 8 
upon-Twee nker, firat div. 108., an — T. Dunn, 
ewcastle-upon-Tyne, grocer, first and fina) div.of 6s. Ad., ang 
Saturday— W. Cock, Bungay, Suffolk, grocer, fifth div. of Id., an 
Wednesday—J. II. Denison, Nelson square, Black 9 a 
first div. of 6s., any Saturday— M. W. Vardy, Newbury, Be 
shire, bookseller, first div. of 8s. on new proofs, and sec, div, 
3d. on all proofs, any Wednesday—S. Eccles and C. Ridin 
Manchester, cotton manufacturers, first div. of 8s. 11 0 
separate estate of Samuel Eccles, and first dividend o 
the separate estate of Charles Ridings, any W — 
—J. Coles, New Bond street, jeweler, first div. of 8g, Id., any, 
Wednesday—S. Eccles and C. Ridings, Manchester, first dis, 
of 9s. 6d., any Wednesday—M. Martin, Bristol, upholsterer, 
first div. of 9d.,any Monday—R. B. Palmer, Bath, h maker, 
first div. of 38. 4d., any Monday—W. Charters and P. Charters, 
now or late of Merthyr Tydvil, Glamorganshire, tea 
first div. of 2s. 10s., any Monday—T. Parr, Liv 
first div. of Is. 6d., any Thursday—W. A. Mearns, Acre 
Clapham, ale brewer, first div. of ls. 3d., March 8, and 
subsequent Saturdays—W. L. Dore, Egham, innkeeper, first 
final div. of 4s. 44d., any Saturday. 


BRITISH FUNDS. 


There has been some fluctuation in the funds since our last, 
with a moderate amount of business doing. Upon the whole, 
the market may be quoted firm. ° 


Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat. 

per cent. Console 99 99 99 
Dittofor Account. 99 
3 per cents Reduced | 1004 1 1003 | 100 
New 37 per cent.. ee 104 104 104 104 
Long Annuities...| 12 12 12 13) 
Bank Stock...... „ | 212 | 212 | 2123 | 212 
. 

xchequer Bills... m m | 58pm m 
India Bonds ...... | 70pm Apm — 72pm 


’ RAILWAY SHARES. 
93 | London & 


Birmingham and Derby 

Birmingham & Gloucester 134 London and B 

Blackwall ...... 0 65 8 London & * — 

+ on 2 Part. soon $4 8 me wich 

~ ten am c estern| — eeoeeeeeeeees 
Eastern Counties 18 | Manchester and Leeds 
Edinburgh and Glasgow | — Midland Coun 

Graud J unction „4444 224 Ditto New Shares 9 „ 6 „ 0 
Great North of England .. 188 | Midland 

Great Westeern 176 § Ditto New 

Ditto Half eeeeeeeeeen eee 100 South Eastern and 

Ditto Fifths eeeeeeeereeee 40 South Western eeeeeece 
London and Birmingham 231 re ee 
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